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PREFACE

Wyncate, 170 Hills Road, Casbridge.
& Feb. 1950,

I have aco=ulated & lot of material, say 0,000 words on
“0.H. the =m™, Aoyoos who writes about him as he wss will
y have no material but what Is gueor. ®lsplsh™ is the term to
describe his. He wap such amused at hisselfl and 1 believe
wanted others to share the asusesment. [ do mot belleve that
anyoneé could out of his own lmagination concoct the gueer
things he did. This long account of mine will be Loo long for
publication in the Centenary publicatlem put out by the Inst.
E.E. Some of those who have been working on 0,.M. agreed wich
me when | sugzested that the long account would be betier
published a3 a book than kept as a typed document at the [nst.
E.E., which was the first idea. | &= supposed Lo maie a short
account - 5000 words or so = {or the Centenary, which could
be done fairly easlly [rom my long account. Those working on
0.0, wuggested a Publishing [lrm as a possibllity and thelr
reprosentat lve was here today and has taken a big batch of
wy Hi. to see what they think of it, There seems to be some
sort of averslon to having 0.0, described as he actually was.
] It wwems Lo Lo Lhought Chat all theat is wanted ls for people
Lo b told what La In his books, Actually they can get his
books amd can read them and understand them, LI they can, I
feel sure that many would be glad to know something of the
min himself, [f they don't understand the Operational
Calculus they might [ind some entertalnment ln Llearning why
0.y went about for a month In the head dress of the Tuarego
of the Sahara.
I ==t O.,H, first in 18%2; | stayed with his in 1897 and
1899, In Jan 1925, a month before he died, 1 told the two
doctors who were with him to take him to a Nursing Home. He
hud kept them at bay all day and wanted to see me. Mrs. Searle
and 1 must have seen hism over 100 times, Oliver Lodge saw hils
once In LERY {1 think) and Dr. Crowther, late Prof. of Physics,
Homid dng, sow him opde for 4§ houe in HII.-E- e In aw Lar as 1
kiow the only Living Engllah Physiclat whe ever sae hlm, 1 am
: over 6%, [f [ do not do a good account of O.H. thare Is no
ohe left te do le.
Your kindly thoughts for me embolden me Lo ask a question.
Supposing that the Publishing Flrs will not do the book at
all or will not do it unless It (¥ much cut down and much of
the human side cut vut, would Standard Telephone & Cables like
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o do soeething with LEZ 1 think | have seon & copy ol your
El, Comm. but 1 cannot rucall anything about size erc, It
might be possible to let Lt run as a serlal, in parts, and at
end collect the parts ioto & voluse.

{ have spent practically all my time since August om this
work and paturally should be sorcy Al nothing came of it. Some
quite erroncous things were said aboul O.H. and these 1 have
tried to correct. One Amorlcan wrlter L an obituacy ol 0.0.
gald "The English people hung him on Lhe high glbbet ol
poverty."

PR Yours sincerely, G.F.C. searle,

This valems Is worth resding for thres reascns. FiTatly, Lt I3 about
one of the great sccenielcs, and pecondly It le about one of our greatast
sclentlatne bt U5 the only publlished blography of Lliver Heaviside.

Tha ahled vesses for tesding At is limited to students of cience aid
the soticlogy of sclence, The Lebavicur of the sclestillc Latsbllsknent
wheti faced by tha brilllescs of Spaviside was intensely political and
destrctive. It ia Ispertest for séientists to be Sade swete &f the
frresponsible bebariour of leaders of learsed satablishmenis whon feced
by & threal to thals position in the fors of sclestliic buwak throsghs.

A gemtury leter, 1 oysell mei wiih cssctly the sasd bind ol behavicsr lrow
leadsrs of the L.il.E., ths Leat. itys., Che rrofessors of klectrical
Enginsaring amd w0 on when In wy ture 1 produced =é)of adveiies LB
elairosagnetic theory. Like Mesviside's, =y work was sepplessed - o wy
caie ot sore thas ten yeaTs. fortumstely the suppfesslon has oow erded,
and I peblish agals 18 the top journals and comlerdniss. Tem years 1 &
fe=g visne bowever, ssd | folly wderstend why neaviside wan persstentiy
starred, as L am oftem sald to have Besn.

The juigensat of bistery is frivolows. Oliver mesvialde alsost
dlpagoeared [rem 13 record for the Lest 10ty yeais. uring that poried
b s mrelarencad in sy Lest ook oo electromagnetic Lhesry, elihough
hiy contribetion to the ssbject Iy as isporient as swyose’s. 1 =ysell
ressarched the ssb)ect far twelve yedtn withowl coming scross hia woik.

1 was samnille Is the procass of re-dlatovering things kmowm by fesvinide
& pemtury belove, ohen coe day & SoG-stientist led s8 to Bis.

bestie, Besvisige"s friend, was worried about the lsch of recognition
Beled oyl to Hesviside. Arosnd 1990 he wrote & Blography to Belp o right
the wroag Being dose to him by history. This veesined anpublisbed =il
e memssciipt wes Tecenily dlscovered by pe Lo romantlc clicumslasied.

For recent toackgrounda on the contloulng problum of suppTesslva
Lo sclence, I recommend wy articles in clectroulcs s witvless
world, Uec 87 and Jan 09.



OLIVER HEAVISIDE, THE MAN,
INTRODUCTION

In the following sketch I have attempted to give a pen
pleture of Oliver Heaviside as Mrs. Searle and T knew his,
| have hordly touched on the sclontific alde, although 1
had many cather close contacts with him ln scee of his
work; some of these contacts may be seen in my published
papers. [ understand that a set of such "contact" papers
will be preserved at the Institutlon of Electrical Englneors
In connexion with the Heavislde cellection of paperd,
Professor Willls Jackson refers to some of the Inter-gctlon
between Oliver and me in hls apprecistion of Oliver's
published work. Any account I could have glven of Oliver's
mathematical and electro-sagnetic work would have touched S
only a small part of the ssaring totality of his output.
1t seemed best, thersfore, Lo abandon any serious attespt in
that direction, and to confine mysell malnly to a descripticn
of the man Oliver Heaviside, as | saw him, We always spoke
of him, in an affecticnate way, as "0liver™, or scoetimes
"0.H.", and that habit has persisted in this sketch.

The sccount 1 offer deals more with incidents than with a
conmecied history, To record where he llved at various tises,
when Miss Way left Homefield and his {inal (llness and death
would be an sasy task, once the data were collected. What
has not been so easy is to describe his ways, his cutlock ou
life and his contacts with others. Little would have béen
gained {f 1 had been able te weave all the incidents and all
his cutbursts of opinlon into a "history™, and 1 have net
attespted it. The Incidents which occerred in my own
experience or in that of others may be counted as "

A good deal of other matter has besm derived from lecters
written by Oliver., Of the many letters he wrote to me in a
friendship of thirty three years, only a fev ware on slectre-
magnetic or on mathesmatical subjocts. Some Were ‘.
others polnted out where 1 had made mistakes or wad dull o
understanding. Most of his letters te me dealt with il
“domostic” affairs and were often very intimate. A n-du
has been taken from these "domestic™ letters,=- some wou :
contaln ns many as three thousand words. In =y welectlon,

od some discretion.
I“w“td- wrote many letters to others, By the “":1":" i
of Mra, Lorma Langley-Kramer, o deughter of the laty S16
nliver Lodge, 1 have been able to make some UlR ol i i




of letters Sir Oliver recelved [rom Heavislde, (Now AL Lk

ijbrary of University College, London, -Ed.) Mosi ol Lhu
letters were cccupled with electrical matbers ard Intimats
or demestic affalre found lictle place. To make any use of

the "elecirical™ letters to Lodge, it would be necessary Lo
compars them with the opposits lecters from Lodge to Olliver,
some of which are in Lhe posedsion of the 1.E.k, The sbudy
might b profitable. I have not attempted to deal with thanss
"slectrical™ letvers, since a study of them would be outslde
the llmits imposod on my memoir.

Professor V, Djecknes, of Oslo, has allowed me Lo usd
gevaral letters which Ollver sent him. The later onvs deal
largely with home affalrs at "Homelleld",

The record 1 offer Ils necessarlly a disjolnted one, bl
I consols mysell with the thought that although the pleiures
in a gallery are ln sepacate [rames and do not form & slogle
panorass, Yol sach may be of some Interest.

Mary Sharp im 1790 worked on a needlework saapler, now in
the Fitewilliss Moseum, Casbridges, the following lines:-

This glte, s frlend,

To chas | send,

In hops to be approved.

I have done wy bast

I da protest,

For ene so well beloved.
Har words sesm to express the spirit is which 1 have tried
e write of oy [riend Oliver Heaviside,




MY FIRST HEETING WITH HEAVISIDE

I naturally begin with the first occasion on which [ met
him. I had read Ollver's paper on "The Eloctro-Magnetic
Effacts due to the Hotion of Electrification through a
Dlelectric™ in the Philesephical Hagazine, april, 1889
(Electrical Fapors Vol,2, pi04) and had come to the concluaien
that some of hiw work was wrong. 1 wrote to him on 19 August
1892 and teld hilm what 1 thought. He replied that he was in
arror, and thanked me for the opportunity of making the
correction (seo Eloctrical Papers, p3%l4). This led to
correspondence and on 28 August 1892 [ wrote and sald I hoped
to ride my bleycle from Cambridge to Plymouth for Devonport.
1 might perhaps pass through Palgnton and should hope to have
an opportunity of seslng his, (Hy approach was rather timid
than bold). He replied that he would be glad to see me. The
weather broke up, and I went on from Winchester to Devonport
by train. A few days later I went from Devooport te Palgatom
via Torquay and mads enquiries of people in the street as to
whare Lhe distingulshed Oliver Heaviside lived, but mobody
knew, The only address | had was wimply “Palgaton®™. At last a
man suggested that T sight try "Neynold's Music Stores™. [ did
8o, and saw “Charles Heaviside™ In ssall letiers Beneath
“Raynold's Music Stores™. | went into the shop, saw a young
man and aaked him if Mr. Oliver Heaviside was at hose. In
answer to my engulry, he sald, "Mr. Oliver Heaviside lives at
Newcastle™, | told his what had happened that day, and he sald
he would make enguirles. He brought a man down from the house
above the shop, who sald he was Charles leaviside. ke said his
brother never went out except on his bleycle. This had gone to
be mended and so Oliver would be sure to be at hose at
Falgnton, 1 returned to Paignton by steamer and this tise took
the precaution of golng to the houss door, “wWas Mr. Oliver
Heaviside at homel™ “Yes™. | went in and saw him thers with
his father and his sother and had tea with thes. Whea [ told
him about the young man in the shop, he sald “me is my nephew,
but he has no brains at all®.

Meither Frederick mor Charles T. Weaviside, woms of Charles
Heaviside, was serving in elther shop. Thay were Loo young.
They were sometimes in the shops and Oliver may have
that they were acting as regular apprentices. There Ls a
sufflclent similarity of sound between “Ollver™ and “A.N,
te lead an apprentice to wuppose | wanted Arthur W, ieaviside.
“A.W." often came into the shops and would be known by an
apprentice, but of Oliver an apprentics would know very little.

?
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charles T. leaviside was clever. He drew many diagrams for
Dliver's papers. lle died 3 June 1935,

{ went to Palgnton agaln in September 1893 and in Septewmber
1694, On one of these occasions we cycled to Berry FPosoroy
castle, five miles from Palgnton. We took food with us for a
plente lunch and eat it while we sat on the top of the castle,
Oliver opencd a tin of sardines and, after his manner, cut his
finger and left It to me to bapdage Lt. As we walked about the
castle, | wondered what a room on the ground fleor had been,
It could not have been a dungeon as there were no places ln
the stonework of the windows for any bars. Oliver had the
solution, ™1 know what it was, It 15 vory damp., It sust have
been tha servants' bedroom™.

The muaber of persons interested In Oliver Heaviside's
wark, who saw him in the flesh, 1s now (1930) very small. The
rest =ust be content to gather what they can from the descrip-
tions glven by others and by wmo, and from the excellent
portrait in the Institution of Electrical Englneers, paintoed
by Francis Hodge, This portrailt was made from a photograph of
Oliver taken when he was perhaps forty. Mra. Searle and [
provided the artist with as full a description of his
colouring - of course in later years - as we could, and the
artist brought the nearly finishsd portrait to Cambridge [or
our criticises,. When | first knew him his halr was thick and
sandy brown in colour; his face and his hands had the colour
generally seen with persons with hair Ilke Oliver's. He had a
beard in 1592 and kept it till he died, The portrait shows
very vividly his plercing eyes. He was of middle helght and
ratheér broad of shoulder, His head was a little smaller than
would be usual in a man of his bulld. He used to cut his own
halr and beard, Perhaps he cut it when he was expecting us to
wisit hi=, AL any rate we nover saw his with really overgrosm
halr or beard. Me did not go bald and in January 19215 his hair
was still thick, Charles Heaviside and his son Charles Thosas
Heavislde also cut thelr owm hair.

Oliver was somewhat deaf In 189). For the last fow years of
his life his hearing was very poor. He had had much trouble
with his ears, The drum of one ear had at one tise been
ruptured, but it had healed.

Oliver never spoke of taking alcohol himself; I believe he
was a lifelong testotaller. He had strong opinions on the
subject. “I read with scme surprise yesterday (29 Jan. 1913)
setved with a pint of grog a day
(rum). That is brutal. No wonder they behave so badly on shore.
hmﬂthﬂﬂjnﬂl, for they are well fed, woll
clothed, picked men, doing healthy work in the purest air. The
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plot of grog a do
T o B T S St of e e e
roduced to half 1] PITII‘.q Fivo yoars :n :_lm. na-8 woce
the men were better on the half pint E:.:nm“ :.uuld i il
Thu:: reduce it to ome gill, and try again it e plat.

o smoked a pood d ’
was alvays a plpe, I ;::.:u:.:n: :‘:t.: :1‘:: kG ERS habity dx
that as a4 young man he was phyliculf var Eﬂfﬂtlli g
oo interest as [ar as | know in any {I-nﬂ :I-u::ﬁlt'. bt
At torty he was an active cyclist, golng conald % ti rgadi
distances in spite of the Devonahire mfu In :-:: fu
told me how many brake spoons he had worn out in dtl:lt::l: .
thae hills, In those days cycles wera controlled by a u:l
brake on thoe front whesl, At times he did & licels w‘?‘-" i
work, but I should judge that his knowlodpe of h.nrt..l.:.ul.L:r:‘
was far inferlor Lo his knowledge of eloctro-magnetic theory

His brother, Charles Hoavlislde, and his fmally were, 1 3
believe, Unitarians, and on one occasion 1 met tholr minllblr
at Charles Heaviside's house in Torweod Street, Torguay
Oliver would perhaps have described himself n"‘nﬂt-h.u;:'. He
loved making fun of dignitaries and vould often tell se of the
warious bishops who stayed In Torqusy. Be got this inforsation
from the newspapers' visitoers lists, The dual sees of Bath and
wells and of Sodor and Man, led him to lrwvest the See of Scdoa
and Gomorrah. Ho never showed any bitterness against religlen
of agalnst persons trying to live Christlas lives. Be
certainly was never blasphemsous or obecens. Whare the plcrure
come from [ do not kmow, but in his study at Homa ! Leld,
Torquay, over the mantleplece, was a good painting representing
Jesus as a boy in the Tespls, “They found him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them and
asking thes questioms™. (5C. Luke 11, ab.) -

Oliver's sother Rachel Elizabeth Heaviside (nee West), borm
17 December 1818, died at Paigntom on 31 October 1854, His
[ather Thomas Heaviside, borm b Dctober 1813, died ar Falgnton
on 16 November 18%6. In 1913 be wrote, *1 have oursed By
parents night and day, half asleep all che time.”

after his [ather's death, Oliver continued, for a fev
sonths, to live st Paigntes. On I5 January 1897, he wrote "l
am now quite alome, excepting the woman who is pow my servant,
and 1 no loager allow her to do as she Likes, and maglect her
work, but have reformed her conslderably. 1L you are dowm
way, 1 can accomodate you with a bedroos. BT should have
moved, as | lll-“‘"_""“‘: the people here will let you oy
whore 1 have gong.

In 1897, Oliver moved to & house *aradley View™, Newten
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Abbot, eight miles from Palgnton and six miles from Torquay.
e hired 1t from the owneéks, Mossrs. A.5. RBendell and
F. Symons, [rom 24 June, 1897, at thirty flve pounds per anmum.
His tenancy ended on 24 June, 1909. The house was then sold,
and, for a time was a children's home under the Urban Distrlct
Councll. The house is on the outsklrts of Mowton Abbot and Ls
noat Bradley Woods and not far from Bradley Manor, in part a
fifteenth century mansion. e took the Palgnton housekeeper
with hiz. She lefr in Februacy 1899, By letters from Heaviside
to Oliver Lodgoe it seems that she had a stroke before

1 Fabruacy and had left, probably incapable of further work,
before L8 February 1899,

I stayed with 0liver at "Dradley View" ln the Septembers
of 1897 and 1899, Im 1897, he still had his houseckesper. We
went for some cyele riden, He had an ordinacy salety bicycle,
with no free-wheel and with only o spoon brake on the front
tyre, He would put his feet on the Loob rests on the froot
forkm, fold his amme, and let the bleycle rip dewn steep and
fough Devon lanes, He loft mo far behind down those hills,

Dne day in September L899, I rode, by myself, to Torguay
to condult his brother Charles, at 27 Torwood Street, about
Oliver's cosplaint that sen driving carts past his house, and
other passers-by made very abusive remarks concemrning him. His
brother was confident thar Oliver, who was then somevhat deaf,
was under a delusion in that matter. He said that Oliver never
came to Torweod Street and that they would be wery glad 1f he
did come. 1 pald that, If I could, I would bring him. Hext
morning when he sald, "What shall we do today?™ I said “Let's
cycle to Batbacemds™ - a suburh of Torquay. When we woro
nearly there | said "We had better see about getting something
Lo sal.” Be teplied "1'11 tell you what we will do. We will go
te see my brother; be will give us some lunch.™ So we went to
Torwood Street and had lunch there,

On =y 1899 wisic, we were out on a cycle ride to, I think,
the Lil'.tll Haldon moor. lle saild "What is that "lesma® in your
work]™ “There 13 no "lesma'", [ sald. (A "lemma’ is a theores
:m‘h L'tL”:ﬁt:'n: Eil::m?‘:n. and not in the middle of,
o o Chuk B henght Lo bt el T o s,

tter "lambda® (M)
was called 'lemma’, In a paper “On the steady motion of an

eloctrified ellipsold” (pPhil, Hag. Oct. 1897) [ found the
enkrgy of &n electrified ellipsoid of rwnlul;:i.m moving along
ita axis of symmetry. (The value of a sphers had been atated
in 1896, without proof, in Proc. Roy. Soc. Lol 59). The method
ievolved & parmseter ) . For an ellipsoid of axes 8, by cy
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woving along the a = axls those surfaces are

xz hz o 2

: + + -
n'=+w-.i bz-t b3 cz+ 4

whio £ wnl—uzfvz. and ufv is the ratlo of the velocity of the
ollipsoid to cthat of light. Whenec=l, the surfaces ore Lru
contocnls.

In "The Elecerician®™, 29 November 1891, Oliver, by using ano
plectro-magnetic wave method of great simplicity and power,
froe Crom any taint of confocals, verified sy value for the
enecyy. He writes "I have such pleasure in arciving at his
rosults because I could not underscand his . It scemed
academical, not electrical. He said it was not lemma, but
lambda. That might be, but was unconvincing."

In 1982, my sisters and [ stayed wich frioends in Hanover,
I went, for one night, toe Gottingen, whore ] mot Max Abraham
and other mathematiciane and physiclate,. They had read, with
care, Oliver's articles in ™The Electriclan™, but what they
could not fathom was the seaning of “He said it was not lemms,
but lasbda™,

On &y second visit to "Bradley View™, I was under his care,
as he was without help. The first sorming, when I case down
from my bedrosm, he sald *I hope you did mot drink the water
in the bottle upscairs.™ I sald "No, why?"™ He replied "It has
bien in that room since the last psrson slept there, three
months ago.™ Who that visitor was 1 do mot know.

Professor G.F. Fitzgerald, in a letter of 13 September
1899, wrote "1f you have not already seen him, please rescsber
mo to him most sincerecly and remind him of sy wisit to his
about this tise last year, which I enjoyed so much. 1 am sorry
I have mot been able to go over to Dover (sic) this year on
account of an old enemy of his, indlgestien, which sy visit to
him {about 17 Septeaber 1896), and his exciting riding in
Dovonshire lanes last year helped to banish then.™

Fitzgerald met Oliver twice. In a letter to Sir Joseph
Larmor, guoted in his obituary notlice of Oliver, published in
Nature, 7 March 1901, and given on page xxiv of “The Sclentiflc
Writings of the lare George Francis Fitzgerald™ (edited by
Larsor), Oliver wrote:- * only saw him Cwice knowingly, once
for two hours, and then again for six hours, after a long
interval.” Ficzgerald died in 1901, on 22 February, according
to Oliver Lodge, on 21 February, according te Lersor. It is
certain that the "two hours™ meeting was prilor to 1898 by a
long Interwal®™; it may have been varlier than 10 February
1890, the date of the Royal Soclety Certificate, which bears

(1]
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Fitzgerald's signature. Oliver, with his father and mother,
left London for Palgnton in the aulbidmm of 1869, Hence the
earlier seeting was probably in London.

In o letter from pliver Heaviside to O0liver Lodge dated
19 Jargary 1901, he wrote [rom Hewtan Abbat

“] am grieved to hear of the {llness of our Eriend of
brilliant ldeas. I will take care not to worry him. I had
only a shart correspondence with him last year. I hopo it
Ia not by intentlom that you say he “"may" get all right
sgain. Is there any doubt about iti IE it is a cercbro-
pastric disturbance dug to over=guch brainwork of an
exciting and exhausting kind, it ls only a matter of rest,
and change of occupationj but your remarks suggest
gomethiing much more serlous, which I hope is not the case.”

Anothor letter from 0,H. to Oliver Lodge on 27 Februsry
1901 said,

"I was somewhat warnmed by an ominous looking letter
from you soms tlme ago, not kmowing prewviously that he had
poything the matter with his; neverthe less a post card
from (Profosscr J.) Percy, "Fitzgerald is dead", came as
n groat shock, and 1 &= not easily shocked. [ understand
and sympathise with your grief, for imowing hims so much
better than myself, I only saw him twice but we had a lot
of correspondence at one time, &nd [ got to love the =an.
Thers was a condiderable sutual understanding, to say
nothing of his Kindness to me.

He once told & he was a poor man. Of course everything
proper will be dona for his family, LI they need help. Do
you koow what the disease was] Tumour, cancerl

The préemature death of a san of brilliant genius and
wide sympathies is amationzl sisfortune, though, of course,
the “nation™ won't know anything about that."™

Fitzrgerald atayed with 0.H. at Newton Abbot in 1898, When
the first mesting was 1 do not know. Oliver Heaviside dedicated
volime three of his Electrosagnetic Theory in these words:-

In semory of
5 GEORCE FRANCIS FITZIGERALD, F.R.5.
e meeds must love the highest when we know hi=.™

e was anxious to get Lnts contact with Mres
Fic rald.
In & letter of 17 Novesber 1917 to ot he writes:- s

“Te lgitur, 1 got Mre. F's address in th
{3 roundabout
way. L. Asked you. 2. Referred ro Joly. 3. Wrote Joly.
13
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4, No reply. 3. Recelved acknowledgement of my book from
Lodge, b weeks after sonding. Glad to ses dedication,
hsked Lodge for address. 7. He asked Joly. B, Reply from
Joly: ™5ir 0, Lodge instructs me you deslre Mrs. F's
address. Here it 1s." 9. Thanked him, adding that I asked
him direct. (I didn't apologlse for having troubled him.
Perhaps I ought. Big man Joly, [ should say. But hls desd
brother was all right.)"™

Oliver apparently wrote to Mrs. Fitzgerald. He says

"Got recelpt from Mre. F instencly, Regular woman's
letter. Pride; and joy; not forgottenm; loss hard to bear;
etc. Hell; vory glad to have glven heor the pride and joy;
but I won't recomsend her to study the work carefully to
find more consolation, She might go out of her mind in the
process,”

On 13 Decesber 1949, oy wife and I went to Newton AbLOL Lo
soe "Bradley ¥Wiew"™. The house 18 not far from the Market Flace,
on the right hand side of the road lesding to Totnes, & litcle
distance beyond some alme houses. Alter the alss houses the
road riges rather steeply, bendlng to the left. “"Bradley View™
is on the bend, The hill glves It & cossanding positiom, as
the ground on the right falls steeply to a meadow used as a
playing field. The river Lesen, a tributary of the Teign, nums
through the grounds of Bradley Manor which border om the
meadow. Tho Hanor lies beatween the road to Totnes and that to
Bickington and Ashburtom. As seen fros “Bradley View™ the
ground behind the Manor House rlses steeply and on the slope
is an extensive wood - Bradley Wood.

We went first to Bradley Hanor, where Hrs. Diana Woolmer
showed us over the anclent house and chapel and gave us Lea.
Sho has often besn to Casbridge and knew of one at least of
wy Lather's books,- an Anglo-Saxon 'Onamasticon®. We then went
to "Bradloy View™ and Mrs. Farkinsom showed us the bouse. She
and her husband are both gradustes of Cambridge University.
The house has been put into wery good medern condition. But
we recognised the little glazed porch and the siteing roos

whore Oliver used to sit in front of his gas fire.
In & letter from Newton Abbot, Oliver told me how he got
on with his cooking. 1 have mot got the dace; it was probably

after the doparture of his housekeeper.
the
“l made some jam the other day out of pome apples
boys had not stolen and se=me blackberrles which I could
not sat. But 1 am not [t for & cook, I Forget. Then it
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all goos to einders, to be discovered hours later. or if
I bofl an egg T aa atartled by a loud roport] elther I dig
not put any water in or elso it has all bolled away."

A fuller account of his cooking and housework Ls given in

lettors dated 18 Pebruary and 30 October, 1899, to Oliver
Lodge, Preceding these was a letter of 2 Pebruary 1899,

L]

"Hiddle aged Virgin had a stroke! Fretty plece of work,
Put she In getting over it nicely, and I think will be [l
for work again. Dolng easy work today, In fact. Caused by
the cold; she was wretchedly clad (unclad, I should say);
plonty of wages, but she has te partlally support a
slater, 1 have of course clothed her properly." This rafors
to his housokesper whom he brought from Palgnton., She was
at Mewton Abbot In 1897 but had left before Septembor 169G,

"Poor woman sent away. Ho good for hard work again, 1
fanr, Then had & charwoman two days. She left off coming,
sinco when I have boen alone, Quite Independent, and have
whatever 1 like for dinneér. Stoné broth, ditchwater noup.
Hade several dlscoverles, Parsnips cook easily. Currots
don't. 50 Lf you boil Ehem together, the same time, when
the pardnlps are done, the carrots are hard as stones;
and whon the carrots are done, the parsnips have lost all
khe fine [lavour of proper parsaips. You sustn't  pour
anything hot into a glass dish. Catastrophe. Bang goes
dixponcel IE a pound of beef is used to make soup, and is
kept bolling day afver day, how long will it take to
disappear? Haven't found cut yet. BEiz lusp lefc. Egge and
bacon diet cannot be tolerated more than ocne day at a
Lise, Fotatons is by far thé best and most useful diet
1f limiced to ope #ort of wegetable, and are perfectly
tamlly cooked to flouriness. Add butter, of course,
pregimlng no gravy or sest fal. Berter thanbread, 1 a=
sure, ls potatoss; for a staple dist. The 2- egg for
breakfast im u&.?- unsatisfying; too nitrogenous and
albuminous; & ¥ rasher of bacon is such better. But thon
it ls g0 easy to cook the egg; the bacon ls a bother, an
the fire ham to be made nice. Mever fry bacon; always
tonst it. Be sure the wood ip dry; it Is troublesome Lo
Iight firea with wet wood. ALl pots should be clsaned oul
{mnedintely, wheo hot; don't wait till the scuff left in
gets hard. Use hot water in washing up. Kever use the
kltechon range if you want to boll & kettle. HMost
extravagunt of conl and of tlme. Just put the ketcle on
en open [ire. Hever £ill the kettle if you went 2 cups of




tea. A kipper is most rapldly cooked over the top; but it
dries 1t up; therefore toast It i{a front If you can.,"
(Mewton Abbot, 18 February 1899.,)

"Domestic. Carrots and parsnips. I have had scma
carrots and am golng to have sose parsnlps this week,
Huch difficulty to get & sultable person in a place like
this; had two; one too young, wanted a missus; other Ctoo
old, couldn't stand the house cleaning work. So I have
gradually got used to dolng it all sysalf, and have given
up looking or enquiring about working housekseperas, It
len't so vary bad; a nulsance certalnly; but there are
compensations; no row golng on Iin the kitchen, unless I
go and make it myself; a great saving of money, much
needed now [ am out of work; balance put on the properc
side. I have adopted tha Principle of Least Actlon. It is
a most clumsy machine in electromagnecics, but is splendid
in the house; assisted by thoe older principle that
Prevention is better than Cure. E.g., nasty job blacking
boots. Dont black "em; use can boots. Fires ls a most
horrid nulsance, with the dire and the work. Abolish thes;
use gos [ires; no more trouble and labour. 1 have four, 2
gas cooker in the kitchen and gas [ires io sitcing roos
and bedroom, It is such a blessing, that I a= always
thinking how to get gat or soosthing to do the rest of the
housework, Cooking dimnners is & nulsance, so don't Eave
any dinners, that is, of the usual style. Brezkfast, Les,
and supper are sasily sanaged; I get =y coffer, becon anz
egg all ready in 195 minutes at the sost; tea and supper,
% minutes is enough; then dinner Ls simplified by having
just potatoes, and perhaps another vegetable, with wmilk,
or cocoa, cake, jam etc. The worst of all is the house
cleaning. That is a sericus matter, but thank God i
doesn't want dolng every day.” (Newton Abbot, 30 October
1899,) The gas {ires appear to have been imstalled after
the housekeeper had left.

I did not see him again until Christsas 1505. I had then
been sarried for 1k years and we were on cur first visit o
Torquay. 1 wrote and told him that we were going to 'l.‘urq::r,
he replied he would be pleased to see us. We weot to u-ﬂn:
Abbot and Mes. Searle took him soms flowers. We had Lea wit
him, We had been warned as to what we ahould Im.-‘:'n:-.:;.
pot spout was completely Inﬁpp-ld up by tea 1““[. credhdiwn
could coms out of ir. Oliver tipped the pot %0 ar S
tea ran out of the top. He caught what he could ln P
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I



and carelully gpooned the tea leaves out of Mrs., Searle's cuj
We went to “firadloy View" nearly every other day [or parhaps
three weeks, Beford our next visit to Torquay 1 wWrabe and

afked him il we should visic him. e sald he would be glad to

ned us. On the back of the envelope he put "No [lowers by
request”. He went many tlmes to Torquay In elthee the wintor

of the spring; on cach visit we wont several times to "Bradley

View", as long as he was there.

He would sit in an arm=chalr near the gas fire with his
loat on anmother chalr. Me had & dressing gown ever hils
ordinary clothes and covered his legs with an elderdown, i
had a constant longing Lor warmth. To ws [rom the coldor
tlimate of f.-'uuhridj;t.: his house was often oppressively hot.
After some conversatlon he would say "Now 1 must go and pot

Ehe tea reddy™ and you would hear him cleaning the knives, and

then tilfﬂ'n'.l.ﬂld'. thes down, His habie wig to throw things it hio
than to put them down quietly, Then he would ring a little
bell and we wenk in to tea. lle sald one day "Thero are ol
pleces of bread and butter = three picces each. There 1z somw
cake at the end it | don't recoomend fr.™

The last time we sow him at “Bradley View™ was at Christe
1306, He was quite yellow with jaundice and in o wve ry shaks

condition. Me had been sitcing upstairs watching to see
whether boys would break any more windows, Bovs uscd to Lease
him a lot and write on his gate.




S0ME ASFECTS OF OLIVER'S PERSOMALITY

From the account of Oliver's life at Newton Abbot, the
reador will have learnt scmething of his perscnality. Except
tar his leve of birds; he appears as a rather grim flgure, But
thire wora lighter and brighter sldes to his character and 1
munt glve wome gllmpses of them before passing on to the next
stage of hin history, viz, his life at"Homefield", Torquay.

Oliver enjoyed muslc and had a keen appreciation of good
suslc. This is In line with his losthing of anything he
classed as “second rate™, I never heard from him that he had
ever been a planist, But Rolle Appleyard Im his sccount of
Oliver in his "FMloneers of Electrical Communication®™
(Magmlllan & Co., London 1930} quotes (p2i0) from one of
Oliver"'s letters (undated) to an unnamed {riand,

“In the old days I went to comcerts, very lomg and
highly classical; 1 aluvays got wearied, 1 could not cake
it in = except the divine Schubert. Mow thers are a lot of
very fine overtures of the Frelschiitz type. Feople hear
thes agaln and again, and so get to know Lhem. May their
performance be pever discontinued. ...l sm very deaf...:
1 have po technlcal knowledge (of susle) nor aa 1 a
planist, though I ooce taught myself B's (Besthoven) Opus
90. I liked it bercer than anything else. Truly the
conflict between the intellect and the heart.™

Appleyard contioues, “In those "old days” he also devised
a susical notation Intended to be easler to read than the
orthodox system of lines, bars and notes. Later he [ound wome
pleasure in playing an "Aeclian'. The Instrusent he used still
exises."™

When after his death, Oliver's goods were sold, the asolian
was bought by Messrs. Frederick and Ethel Sarah Meavislde, wha
then - ir was after the death of Charles Heavislde - contrelled
the musical business In Torwood SLreet.

My own experiance of his susical side comes from hils use of
the seclian and the plancla. Oliver had the seollan sz “Eradley
View" in January 1905, When he went to “Hosefleld™, he took it
with him, I do not remember seeing It at “Bradley View™ when I
stayed there in Septesber 1897 and Septesber 1899, 1 left
"Bradley View™ before 16 September 1899. The asaliss may have
arrived after 1 had left. A letter, guoted by Appleyard (p2ad)
from G.F. Fitzgerald, dated 21 Septesber 1899 suggests that
the aeolian was @ nmovelty at that date. "I am delighted te




hear that you have set up that asolian. You are 50 fond ol
susic, [ &= sure it is very good for you and will help _lr'uu. to
do more and better work than you could ever have done without
“”;E;,"_- gliver mewed to “Homefield™ he got & planola. This
wad attached to an ordinary plano. It had Hfingers"™ which
“nlayed” oo the keys of the planc. It was operated by wind
from ballows worked by the musiclen"s feet. Mr. W.G. Fye [-..'I|,|_|J
1) Detober 1949) went with us two or three Limes Lo Seé Oliver
at "homeiield™. Ho gave oo, by letter of 9 October 1943, a
good description of the thing. "The plancla was an at r.-..u.i'-':.i.-m
ficted on the plans, with a paic of bellows which suppllied alr
by suction through perforated (paper) rolls sctuating other
sschanlsms to strike the notes on the keyboard. O.H. being
digad ceused a terrible row when he oporated so that he himself
could hear. Whon these planclss were operated by persons who
vere not planists, thoy produced qulte reasonable results. But
when operntod by skilled susiclons, they produced really good
rogults that could hardly be detected from perfoct playing in
the real way of himan hands striking the keyboard." On 20
Soptembar 1049 Mz. Pye weoto "I resember how ho used to use
the planola with great vigour, so that, notwlthstanding his
deatnons, he could hear the wusic to his own satlsfactlon, but
to the discomfort (not knowlngly) of other persons in the same
rooa."

1 opezated the planola many times, The music roll had &
line sarked on lt; tumming a knob or ooving an &rm (1 forget
which) to kecp o pointer om the line, the Intensicy of the
pound could I'.ltl tugulated In the manner indicated by the line-
to the vight for loud, to the left [or soft.

I balieva that the planola was glven te Oliver Ly his
brather Charles Heaviside, The planoc, on which the piancla
opecated, belonged to Hiss Way. The planols was at "Homefield"
for soma yoars. 1 do not cemember seelng Lt after Miss Way
left that house.

Hr. F. Williams, who marrled Rachel Eliza Way Heaviside,
daughtor of Charles Heaviside, tells of Oliver's love of
pusic. lle writes, 10 October 1949, "My first introduction to
OlEvor was ot Ealgnton, where he was living with his parents.
(He and his parents moved from London Lo Palgnton in the
sutumn of 1809.) My Wil Wiis I.{m-hlnﬁ after them at the time,
and went over there from Torquay every might. Frequently I
accoapanied her and had supper with them. Oliver was very fond
of the best wuslc, especially Begthoven, whose plano sonatas
hewas pever tired of hearlng, and 1 used to struggle through



the least difticult ones for his entertainement.”™

Hrs. Beatrice Emmn Cather, daughter of Charles Heavislide,
gives us a glimpse of Oliver's bright side. On 12 October 15949
she wrote, "Ome thing I resesber about Uncle Oliver at
"Hooefield™. He always kepr a tiny gas jet alight. | sosetises
think it might have been that having lost his sense of smell,
there would be mo fear of it belng turned on by mistake; or
perhaps to light his pipe. He used to be very merry with my
brothers and sisters and se. I remember In the blg upper
szloon of =y father's susic saloon, how with my father playing
a march, he at the head of us would march around, in and out
of the planos {perhaps a dozen), we hanging onto his coat
tails in a row, one behind the other. He lowved classical
muslc, and though not a musiclian himself, delighted to play
Becthoven's sonatas with the help of a plancla player. Also
& lover of pictures, and, I believe, of Dickens.™

What now follows is hardly susical, but it does have to do
with the reproduction of the hsman wvolce. During sy visit to
0liver at "Bradley View" in 1899, I wangled it so that Oliver
went with me to lunch with Charles Heavislde and his fasally
nt 7 Torwood Street. They had a phonograph. The victim spoke
into a mouth-plece. A diaphrags soved a stylus which sade an
Impregslon on the tin [oll, coating on a revoelving cylinder.
When, subsoguently, the cylinder was rotated, the volce sas
reproduced, not at all badly, Maxwell's lecture, in 1678, on
The Telephone, as recorded In his Sclentific Papers; doss not
mémtlon a phonograph, but I have always had the isprossion
that he showed one In actlon. At any rate, thero im a phono-
graph at the Cavendish Laboratory, Cambrildge.

In "The Life of James Clork Haxwall", by Lewls Campbell and
Willlom Garnett (Macmillan & Co. Londen, LB82), La (page 403)
n lotter from Maxwell, of date 5 January 1878. "We have all
boen conversing on the telephona. Garnett recognised the veice
of a man who called by chance. But the phenograph will
preserve to pnltl-!‘ll'.?‘ the volces of our best speakers and
singors. Seo "Nature” of January Jed." In a letter of
% February 1878 (page 455) Ls "The last american invention of
the past year 1s Edismon's Talking Phonograph, This instrusent
has an car of Lts own, Into which you say your lesson, and
has a mouth of its own, which et amy future tizme is ready Co
ropeat that lesson. The memory of this machine consists of tin
foll thin encugh to be Ispressionable by the metal style which
is set in motion by the voice, and yet thick enough to be
retentive of these impressions, and at a proper tlse ta
communicate a corresponding motieon to the style of the talking
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part of the sachine.”

The Heavisldes ordered me to deliver an oration Lo the
{nstrusent. ALl that I could call up in =y distress was a word
plecture of “How they cock chickens in Georgia.™ 1 had been in
Cecrgla U.5.A. in the sotusn of 1898 and had seen portions of
chickens - mostly legs and wings | think = affered for sale
te "railroad travellera™ at the depots, or stations., There was
vary little flesh oo the bones. The legs otc. had been [ried.
They tasted 0.k, 1 hope Oliver enjoyed my emsay, although he
wad fond of birds,

Oliver found pleasure in toylng with Latin words, Fros
pethace some forelgn sddress to him, he get “Te Qlgltur, Vir
Praeclace™ (or Preclare}. The words were probably in a setting
like "Te lgitur, Vir Preeclare; nos salutasus™,; for Te is the
sccusative of Tu - "™we, therefore, salute thes, emlpant san™ -
in many letters he addressed me as “Te igltur, Vir Freclare™,
sosstised, “Vir Preclare™, or, for short, "V.P." He olten
ended with ™Vale™ - "farewwll™. As & varlant on 11 January
1913, he wrote “Georgio Searlic et spouso. Salutes. Te lgltur.”
He would {nvent Latin, as when, in the mood of appreclation ol
Miss Way's kindness, he wrote of her as "Mulier Bestissima™ -
¥eha very best wosan®.
On 27 June, 1914, when repaying ten pounds of & loan, he
wrote 1= “Dri. Te lgltur, V.P, Ego te remittare £10 (decem
pundi Anglorus) im returno lonorum, Vos recipe obligato™.
Wiz lotter of I Novembaer 1912, ended with “Vale, Olivorius
Heavinidius",
In & letter of 22 July 1913, he hiad a warm feeling Lor mo,
and wrote "0 Dr. Searle, Vir Preclare. Thou art of more value
than many spartows™. This is only one indication that he knew
passages in the Blble,
He found some fungi 1lke large oyster shells growing out of
some decaylng woud, He called the fungus “Oystershellum
haavisidensis (Torquay)." In 1908 he concocted a long account
of & tlowering plant “Grandiflora Crystalpaliensis (Paxton)™.
Thers was a Crystal Palace in those days, and Sir Joseph
Paxtos was & landscape gardener,
g Somatimes he would distort words, e,g. "Pax Vomlcum" for
Fax Vobiscum™ - Peace be with you. Playlog with Greok leLLurs,
he wrote “te igitur, Vir Preclare, cum tu e ot . Wals.
FiAC. PRL.™ = "Come to me and eat-a bit'o ple. Farawell.
F.AC. PRI™ The FAC.PRI is from his Gottingen Diploma, which
declared that, ssong the propagators of Maxwell's theory, he
was "Facile Frincepa™ - “easily foremost™.

VeE uah swployed for a few years,®as a young man, by the




Danlsh-Norweglan-English Telegraph Company which operated a
cable [rom Newcast le-on-Tyne to Fredericia, Dermark, Marsy
yvars ago, | galned the lspression that be had actpally woried
in Dermark, and that he lelt Dermark because all the otber
English operators had left. My lepressios (s confireed by the
knowledge of Danish shown In a letter te se. The Deaish used
ls rather old-fashloned according to present-day style.

In the sutusn of 1912, we stayed in an betel on the hills
above Trondhjes, Morvay, about 2,000 feet above sea level. It
would have been ldeal, L[ the duck-pomd had mot owerd|owed
into the dricking uster reservolr, with 111 sffects to m=. Ve
soved down to an hotel in Trondhjes, and there | scon
recovered. He wrote to us while we wers still in Nerway.
“Yours | Sep. recelved 7 Sep. 1911. Wverledes hat de det wul
Jég taenken du ol skulde drikiket daarlig Vandet. (ilew aze you
nowl 1 Lthink you sust have been drinking bed water.) It
attacks the Iotestines; and you evidently sulfer frem bad
assimilation, Bolled milk iz fine. I like it with lets ol
sugar, and coffee added to give it w Erowoup tasie. The sere
warnth is [ine. The sugar (lots) is important as food, Cake
checolate ditte, [ s very sorry your northern trip h.ln
(nperiontly so) dome yeu so little good.™ e eecds “Co’mor'sa.
Forvel," = "Good-day and farewel]l . ™




THE MOVE TO ROMEFIELD

Our pext news of Oliver was by & letter of 15 July 1908,
from "Hosmefield, Lower Barberry (Road), Torquay. My cont inued
1llness has obliged me to move, Lo snable = to go through
sext winter. And to have varied diet, and comforts of a home
etc. Carden my work just now. Clipping bushes and sawing g
wood etc. lf acre. Lots of trees, bushes, and flowers. Kow at
post luxurious stage."™

Dliver gave po fTurther descriptiom ol the place where b
was staylng beyond "Homel[ield, Lower Warberry, Torguay."™ When
we went to Torquay for Christmas, 1908, we found that he was
in the house of Hiss Mary Eliza Jones Way, slster to the wii
of Charles Hoaviside, Miss Way had consented Lo receive him as
& “paylng guest™. He had, on 10 June, 1908, glven notlce to
his landlords that he wished to terminate his tenancy ol
"Bradiey View™ at the carliest possible date, 24 June, 1909,
Me asked them to arrange to let the house and to collect tha
rent. He sald he was leaving for Torquay in a few days or
woeks, and ha did leave on some date before 15 July 1908, The
rent for the last three quarters, ending 24 June 1%09, appears
to have been pald by AN, Heaviside, then living ar Ealing.

Mary Way's actlon called for groat courage. She had, lor
many years, known of the ways of "0llie". One Incident may
serve as an indication of his disposition. Mary Way and her
slster, Sarah Susannah Jones (nee Way), wife of Charles
Heaviside, went Lo Newtom to tea with Oliver. In case he was
short of provisions, they took him a loaf of bread. Hw
resented this kindly act. He would not use the loal, and kepl
it on the table for about a year, till Charles wont Lo Newton.
Them, stung with disgust at finding the loaf still on the
table, Charles hurled Lt out of the window.

“Homefield” was bullt on the south side of a hill. The
drive [rom Lower Warberry Road down to the [(romi door was
steep, Just beyond that door, some steps, and, 1 think, also
a steep path, led through some trees and shrubs, by a descent
of say ten feet into the gardem proper, which was walled. Ooe
could entér the house by the front door, go down one C(light ol
stalrs to the kitchen and other offices, and walk out, on the
level, inte the gardenm. The garden was long; at the lower wnd
was & door opening onto a lane leading to the steep Stichill

The front door had a porch with a ssall seat on one slide.
door opened into the hall. Then, on the left, there was
on the right the dining rocs. One ol the




cther reoms on this [leor served Mins Way as her bedross duT L
her later years at “lomefield™. A stalrcase led to the flrst
floor te Oliver's study and bedroom and to eoe or tws sther
rocems and "offices™,

While Miss Way vas at Homefleld, we could obtain sdwittasce
by ringlng the door-bell. After she had left Hosefleld, Oliver
necded somothing more sonorous. We kept & stooe n the porch;
imstructed visitors applied it with wigswr te the doorined,
This was grnerally effective,

After Lthe departure of Hlss Vay, the sotrance become
kradually more picturesque. Before wery long the outslde of
the door was covered vith sany and varied documents; asong thew
wire suemohied (or non-payment of rates, notices from the Gas
Cozpany thal paymeni was in arrear, a portrait of Mr. A. J.
Balfour, an advertisesent for “Twisk™ (a dye) and many other
ite=s, The potlces of sumsonses and of arrears were posted on
the door by Oliver himself, He wished, T chink, te show (a) Lo
hizmself, (b) te wisltors, how those clalming paysent persecaied
the Wore and also the Worn"s contespt for thew,

la a letter of 10 December, 1908, to Oliver J. Lodge, wmur
hero gives the following fuller sccount of “somefleld™.

"Left Newton Abbott this susser om sccount of
Impessibility of golng through another winter there ln my
very broken state, 'Beware the hot and cold disease®, sald
the Sago. It in the devil, and will pursee you te your
death, I should hava loft even the first year | sas there,
finding the people to be so sevage (et all of Lhea),
except for the lmpossibllity of finding a house Lo sult
sy purde and other things. | resssber | rejolced to {isd
that house at all, It seesed Lhe only one In & large area,
after a long hunt, However the sseaibles turned sut to be
shocking and unrestralned, AL last;, bewever, [ have ne
house; I am only a lodgor; 1 have lest my independence;
Like Me. Pecksnlfl's puplls. 1f [ west soything sore, |
am at Libery to mentlon it} And such an odd landlady, whe
has to be 'mentioned' Lo over and over again, and finally
geots waxy before she does it. Yet ahe is & very good waman
for all that; much too kind-hearted and free in ber
kindness. When she has money, leads it to flatterers who
dont pay It back, But she 1s very poer now, havisg lest w
wuch woney by lending it, and by bed specelations. She Is
the owner of the property, but I Is sortgaged, s well as
other property, #0 her net incese Ls quite ssall. Hers and
mine (most of it) together carry on things In a chesss-
paring way, No servant, no gardener, not even a charvoman.
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Lots of d!llﬂfﬂt‘ﬂ.hll‘l- But | dont have to get up and go
down te drive away Intruders, ab the risk of a fresh
chill, or a stone in the eye; and 1 dont have my panes
broken and lp]l-l-hﬂ‘d over my sick bed, as at Newton Abbot.
and the garden furnlshes me with endless work. Newver catch
up because an hour or two per day iz enough for me, T am
mich stronger than I was, and eat better, and have put on
soma [lesh, but I cant get rid of "the hot and cold
digease’ and lts disastrous effects on the liver and
stomach. I dont expect to, but only to reduce the violence
by ralslng the stesine. Then there 18 the Insomnia due Lo
the internal derangesents, which follow Ague and Fever.
2 hours per nlght frequent; Lf [ got & hours sleep made up
in bits, I think it good. That 2 hours Ls rulnous to che
working brain power. 1 aa gotting better sleep now, on the
avarage., 4

Tha property ( “/10 acre, small house) Is between two
blg places, one 2% acres, deserted, unlet, where the Dean
of Durliam and Mr. 0, Gladstone have Ilved; the other { &
acres) & very big house, at present let furnished to &
Capt. Mac Somebody and Mrs. ditto, friends and servants.
This blg house is too mear, especlally the menlal guarters,
somatledd & pulsance. But the tenants keep the senlals in
order, on the wvhole. T see | am gEotting gossipy; I have
::ﬂﬂl-t it from ey landiady, who 18 full up with nothing

B¢, sxcapt Lood, belng very stout. | fear she is liable
to be tumed out, by ‘calling in" of Mortgage (I think
that (s the sapression). Theno } suppose | must move again,
-r for the worss, A colealal bishop used to llve opposite,
1“:_:.':':'1:' :.::.:“4::_! il;'ﬂd oeighbourhosd, and we are
& good job oo, the :rn t::: i R s e
Bt thaTs are ;I-lnt L concelited bird makes ls awful.

Y of Lrees around, and | delight in

thes. But this sert of gossl
wonl wasts your tims “"‘"'f_‘“ go on Lor ever, so [




LIFE AT HOMEFIELD WITH MISS WAY

The story of Oliver for those years, after July 1908, when
Hiss Way was still ot loeefleld; cannot be understocd witheut
goar account of her. Of her fathec, Oliver wrote, on & Fab.
i9142,

“Her father, old man Way, was very clever. Would ge Gut
before breakfast, palnt a plcture fn two hours, (rase At
amd glaze fc In his own workshop, exhible 1t §n the window
and gell it for L10 to L20. He, In onoe good year, sold
L1800 worth of his own plctures, [ndustrious san. Dida't
da much in the shop himself, left thit to soms and
doughters. Gave lessons ln draving and painting. Flos
connection, o education. Hose from the people, Umiversally
likud; princes, princesses, grand dukes and dutchesses
(slc); all sent f[or HE. May, and sll went te his shop to
wr'll

According to Ollver, Tuesday, 13 Feb., 1912, was bher
hirthday. "Estimates [of ber age] wary from 69 to 71.= 1o his
lecters he generally called her “The Baby™,

Whon we first set ber at "Homelield™ in 1909, she was, by
Oliver's estimate, from &6 to 68. She was of middle height and
stoul and had 4 lwautiful cosplexion. She ecase Increasiongly
gouty. The photograph of her Laken by ee represenis ber very
wall,

whan Oliver arcived at “joseficld™, Hary May soon felt the
impact of his passlon for eradicating “nreglect of duty™ from
any who served him in any capacity. Me told her, STou sust
wWrite to your friends and tell them not Lo come Lo ses you™.
She said, "Uhyi™ e replied, “Becauss you have gol te do the
work." |n sany ways he was very sppressive te her amd wary
inconslderate, 1 think he did pot reallse Lhe unkindoess of
it all, Some, out of masy, Incidents may be glven as spedinens .,

Sometises Miss Way would go out, perhaps without Lelling
him, aml pot come back quite as soon as he sxpected. Then ahe
might Yind hlm in the garden with & lighted candle looking
for her dead body.

AL Christmas Cime, [9)&, wvo wvantled Lo Lake Miss Way Lo &
concort, Put the diiflculty vas that she bad then no shows In
which she could walk with ceslort: Oliver would net let ber
g0 the two miles Lo Falgnion [or Lhe balp of & chirepsdist,
She was Lee stout Lo operats on her ows feel. Te rellsve ber,
I spent @ werning wisl an svening in practisbng chirepuiy.
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A day of tWs later; we Look her, by cab, to a bookehop, beught
her a pair of msolt cloth-topped boots, and then went on to the
cohicert and tes afterwards at the Plor Pavillon. We had a vory
happy time. Oliver was very cross with me for p.i}-i:.u; Lot Lhe
shoes. He compelled me to tell him the cost, viz 1273, and
sont me the amount by cheque dated 3 Jan., 1915. But he could
nol compel me Lo cosh thie cheque, wWhich I still have.

The account which Dliver gove mo of how badly Mary Way
created hilm over pease pudding is & mild specimen ol his
complaints against her. Here It ia,

Tueésday, 30 January L912. "The great Lentll Question
cropped up today (mot the Cirst time). Shall 1 when 1 want
fork and Pease pudding hot, this belng the proper Eime for
that wholeésome and vulgar fare, to moke the system able to
resist the cold, shall T be diddied lonto cablng lentlila
lnstend on the plea that they are much nleer, and 50
nuteitious? Hever?! I had enough of it bofora. [ was
introduced to leptils at Paignton, by a nlece who took
chargs whon sy mother become too feeble; It was substituted
for my wother's pease pudding, most unwarcantably amd
without any conslderation for our feelings or wishes, but
werTely because Chis new cook was a vegetarian, and
vogetarians scem Lo have a spite sgainst pease and always
proach lentlls. why, 1 hardly know, probably because they
have boon proved by chesical analysis to contain a Licttle
mofe nitfogen than pease. This learned zirl (s woman now)
had nuts for breskfast, beciuse they were recomsended by
mome 1dlotic vegetarian journal, and contained more
nitrogen than anyrhing else. Save m¢ from nitrogen! it's
a mad world, T preferred the pease, but never had "em
dgaln, It was always that sleppy lentil soup.

“But why does the Baby do it} She isa't a vegetarian,
gating nuts Lor breaktast, with vegetarian butter (a fraud),
and vegetarian cheese (another [raud) at other meals, all
very nutritious and nitrogenous, no doubt, Because she
ohce was strongly under the vegetariss niece's influence,
and g0 fobibed a lot of her nonsense, and Lt hasn*t gooe
off yot. I have, however, gor rld of cabbage atalk soup,
and gome other wretched frauds. She eats real good cheese
now Cheddar and Sc. Ivel, and all sorts of non-vegetarian
tood, (Ferhaps too muwch).

"Having asked for the seasonable dish (a change [rom
chappid up steak and potatoes = half black), [ got the
POtk becavse there wan some In the house, rather stale,
antl ot tho right sort, but wouldn't have tha lentils oc
thelr nuteitlousneds, (Several times zase thing before).




She wasn't amenable to my very clvil Cemonstrance that 1
knew lentils wery well; I wanted peasso. '0Oh' You know
everythingl' she replled, with some Cemper. "I assure you
thoy are very nutritious.' "But they are not pease pudding,
Don't you know what poase pudding is? Poase pudding Lan't
made with lentils!' She is golng to buy some, LE procurable.
To keep her from forgetting 1 drop down a note periodically,
Ho.l (mew series) informed her that the Jews ate lentlls

in the Bible, but there is no mencion of pease pudding.
No.d (in preparatlion}) there was a plague of lentils in
Egypt in the btime of Moses. Also thore was oneé case of
living for forty days on lentils and wild homey, or else
honey and wild lencils, they were so nutritious. Ne.d
{ready vomorrow) menticned in Magna Charta. Felony to rob
the villein of his pease pudding. No.& (soon) Act of

George [V. Fine 40/- or one month on grocers and others

for substituting lentlls for pease pudding. and 3o on.

I shall get my pease pudding in time, as I did =y Erawm.
That's another story.

"In susmer of 1909, 1 came to the climax of my liver-
stomach trouble. Seven weeks in bed, or wlse ¥, living on
milk, taken through a tube, sugared. [ got a new stomach
in the end, very tender. (Strong fever, paln indescribable)
(Born again). 1 was reduced to nearly a skeletom in
appearance, with sy ribs like this.

Jelly cass next. And chocolate. | egg. But [ wanted
fecding up and couldn"t take either bread or meat or
vegetables. Instinct told me Brawn (pig"s head, or cheek,
rather) was the thing. Tried Lo get the Baby to get Atj
again and agaln; she seemed to think It was only a fad of
mine; got it at last, home-made; ate a slice once per 2
hours, along with a drink of coffes-milk or milk, day and
night for a long tise. Instinct was right. Lald on flesh
sapidly, and when the winter case [ wWas quite stout. But
it was poor quality. I hardensd it afcervards by garden
work, and a gradual return Lo SCLTOnger food; meat (steak)
last of all. Lost all taste for fish, for trea, for
wvegetables (save potatoes) emly care for rusp steak, with
pork for a change. Bread disagrees. Paste is not o be
thought of. Obliged to eat biscults, but den'c find thes
very agréeable. effect of the addition of real seat
{with the juice in it, not outside, turned to Bovril) is
wonderful, as a stimulator in the assimilation of sther
food. Don't talk Lo me sbout Nute, and Nitrogen. (The
rhewsatism, and arthritis, was only a sequel to the savers
illoess. It took 1k years.to go off, just a trace mow).™
ar
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M January, 1912, Ypork. Awiul at night. Not lndigestion,
{ think. Pérhaps ptomaines. Violent convulslions, body and
brain, like a gymnotus in a passion. Right today. Perhaps
it wag due Lo the absence of the Pease Pudding. (Bulletin
f0. «2:+ Leotils are High-Church. Always eaten in Lent Ly
the stricter sort; as & penance, accompanied In prlvate
by bhair-shirts and beads)."

We pald many wislts to Homefleld. Until Miss Way left, Mrs.
Searle generally comsorted with her, and was rewarded by many
lively srticles from the "Homefiold Proceedings". I would Le
with oliver in his study. We sometimes talked some electro-
magnetic stuff, but more often wo spoke of people In whom wo
were interosted, We all met at tea In the dining room.

Miss Mary Way showed Mrs. Searle a long "agreement™ which
pliver got her to sign; here are some lLomss:=

"H.M. agrees never Lo marry o nlgger. = 0.H. agroes
never to marry a nlgger. = M.W. agroes Lo wear warm
woollen underclothing and keep horself warn in winter.
MW, agrees pever Lo go oub without O.H.'s pormisslon.
M.W. agrees never o glve anything away without O.0.'s
peraission, "

On one occasion Dliver caught us in the drive bwiore we
reached the house. He handed Mrs. Searle a note which she was
to rend bafore entaring the house, It was Lo the effect that
it would be better If she sncouraged Miss Way to do her work
and did not take her out te concerts.

At one tlme, Oliver's very inconsiderate treatment of Miss
¥Way, as revealed by many of his letters, seemed to call for
rebuke, One day 1 seated myself on a table in his study near
the door with my [eet on & chalr so placed that he could not
apen the door. | told him, without any “soft socap™, what |
thought of his tréatment of Miss Way, to whose kindness he was
very such indebred. 1 tried to make him reallse that he was a
tyrant, Ome lesaon In “manners™ satisfied him, and It was a
yeac or wore belore b asked me inte his study again. We (elt
saler behind the skirts of Hias Way and Mra. Searle.

Oliver had collected & great many portraits of people, some
from newspapars, some stesl engravings, some actual photographs,
wte. They were displayed on one wall of his study, and on Lhe
back of tha door, on 1) Novw., 1912, “Stuck up about J00
pletures in oy rooms, ALl worte, stewl engravings, wood
engeavings, oll and water colours, chalk, pholas, chrimos,

pocassns, The Lest are the swall steels, pul in Lhe pinio L s
'ip: the door] which make o good framing. Got lots of woodcubs,

:p:!lupl 8 Lhousand, but they are either very coarae, and wonl
X




do, or viso they are on lndla paper, and wont do. | hope the
charwompn wont wipe her dirty fingers on my work.™

Many of the portralis were those of scientifle men. His
collection of them showed his Interest in & world of sclence
mich wider thon his own offlclal field of mathematics and
wluctro=magnetic theory. lle know a good deal about people,
more than one would expect o man to know, who had lived so
lang by himself. He was more In correspondence with other
people than it was fashionable to suppose.

Among Lhe mural decoratlons of his study at “Homefleld™,
Oliver displayed s copy of the Diploma from the University of
Gottingen, of date 1905, confercing upon him the degree of
Honorary Doctor of Fhilosophy and Master of Arts. Besides the
olficlal document, soveral coplées printed on good ordlnary
paper wure sent to him; and one of these served as the “poster”,
e gave mo one copy; it measures by inches. To
dol late the pompous Latin of the Diploma, he amended Wilhelsl™
(gonetive of WLlhilmus, Cerman Emperor) to "wWilhelmibus", and
diecarated many other words, on simllar lines, sccording te
tuste, We do not remssber even hearing of the Diplosa at
“Eradley View", and we are sure we did nol see & copy belors
wo saw it at “Homefiold™. If Oliver showsd us the olflcial
document, | have forgotren it.

0n one of our winter wisits we went to tea &t “Homefield™
with Miss Way and Oliver. He sald Lo Mrs. Searle, "1 do not
thiok you tie your tie properly; if I get you a tis, will you
wear 167" She replied “That all depends upon the Cie.™ Dur
mext visit was for tea on Christmas Day; Miss Bay had gone
out to friends for tea. He showed us into the drawing room,
and then went off, perhaps to get tea ready. We saw, lald ocul
on the chalr two "chest-protecting™ ties, each with a fpring
grip in it for securing its narrow peck band; such Lles are
now ocbsolete. Ome was blue and brown, the other purple. My
wife fancied the blue and browm tle. Whem Dliver came back Lo
the room, he said "I think the purple one is beautiful.
liked good strong colours]. So she, diplosatically, chose the
purple tie, and he gave it to ber. For our mext visit, whe
fined the tie neatly in place, pactly by the grip of its
spring on the neck band and partly by m pins. Thus .
she took her teas, and later Oliver sald 1 have been leoking
st that tie all the afterncon; 1 think it is perfectly lovely.

Mrs. Searle’s sister, the late Miss Emma Edwards, was with
Us on one or twe of our visits to Torquay while Miss Way was
still at “omefiold®, Oliver was quite fond of her, and in hig
lottern would ask me how things went with her at “wurele *ill
(Muswell jL11). Me put her initlals E.E. Inte square form and
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wrote E*. She could vecite nicely and recite

benalit, She had to stand close Lo hie

one day she did a plece about two ladie

ln a dress sh

1 One would say "Don't you thir
and almilar expreaslons. Oliver would Chen bred
impiah "Yes, dear”™,

Emns was 8 devoul woman and full of poodness. J
in London, who, in the war of 191&=-18, was losing a lor of
welght through tubsrcular trouble, was completely healed in
angwer Lo Eema's prayer. The unmistakeable "atmosphore™ about
har did not repel tmt attracted him,

Anid F sister, the lats Amy Edwards, on one visit Layi
on at Torguay for a Lew days after we left. Miss Way thought
Amy might bw lonely and asked her to
Oliver, and reported that she
*Home (Lo ld",

tea. She recited Lo

wsd much e&njoyed hersell at




FANGS OF LOVE OR RHEUMATISM]

A letter dated “monday, the dark day™ and posted 73 January
1512 covers a wide range. It runs;=

"after your leaving, within § sioute, | was selzed with
a pain in the heoart, which grew fast, and spresd over a
large area. It was sccompanied by a feeling of great
anxiety, and of lepending calamity, and despondency,; and
an aching desire for | know pot what, | went and played
Beethoven's Funeral March, but it did no good. Then case
dinner; 4 or. of minced steak underdone was all | could
cat; the potatoes might have been fine sawdust. Bad
afternoon. Ino the evening 1 tried to ralse oy splrits by
seing through that plcture book you left, but not the
ghost of & smile did It raise. They seemed quite silly.
I thought of the splendid work of du Meurier, and sany
otheérs. Truly the 10th Century was worse than the 19th.
Till | case owar the end, and saw some pletores of a wile
shaving her husband. They were poor and coarsely executed.
it 1 laughed; why, it seesed lmpossible to tell. My
diaphrajgm was agleated in a spassodic jorky fashion, and
Lhe paln In the heart was distinctly relieved, But what
was thoere to laugh at? 1 considered. Why, it was you and
your wWile sitting under a cocos=nut troe In the lsland of
Bermuda, she operating upon your feroclous moustache, and
a lot of little naked nigger boys lookimg on grinning.
[In the [irst part of 1911, we spent about & months in
Junalen and Bermuda). But was the pain the pangs of love,
or was Lt cardiac rheumatismi Anyway, 1 shall put seuething
warm over Lt tonlght in bed, and trust that will drive It
away. 1 had lots of it at Mewton Abbot, the town of
savoges, on gecount of the frequent fallures in the gas
supply, and the days of walting before 1 could ger It
remedied, But let me forget that dreadful time, when 1
lived in a £35 willa, suffering from the woral,
intellectual, physical, legal and pecunlary consequences
of poverty. Truly [ have no mord money now, DUt the
“forquay Marriage™ I and the Baby have made ls equivalent
to ralwing both her income and mine, with far greater
comfore, It was forced on me at [irst by complete
breakdown in health; I have recovered from that, slowly,
edcopt lor sequels, but | fear my montal sctlvity Ls gune
for good, 1 cannot concentrate upon anything now save for
o swhort time, Of course the constant thinking about sancy
matters I8 contributing to that, and keeping the Baby up
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to tho and ‘out of migchici. She wos a spoiled child,
| i

had eve hing e wanted, did as she 1 kid would do Lt

again 1f 'she could, Rather a difficult subject to manage,
sometimes. But Lt is mothlng to what it was the [lrst
year, She had no notlon of the dutles of a housekeep
thanesss"

postscript "Pangs of love still hanging about

or brohst, orf bupzum."




MARY WAY'S SISTER'S DEATH

"My Baby has been veéry troublesome this summer July
1912 . Upset by her slster's iliness and the uncertainty.
Always polng to die. This afterncon; or in three days; or
At any time. Against @y advice, she took to golng down to
ses whether was dead yer,; for that Is what 1t amounted to:
whether her sister would recognise her, or could speak
intelligibly, etc. The moro she wenbt the worse shé got,
aml [ got paid out for ir. Ar last I had to stop it, and
refused Lo let hor go to the funeral. That brought it to
& climax, and she gave it me hot and hot. 1 was a tyrant;
she was my prisoner; she would not stand it any longer;
she was my slave; she would have a new agreement with me;
she would go out just when she liked; she owed me no monoy
at all; etc,, etc. ad lib, I took most of It very meekly
indeed, but sat wlth hér and listened till she cooled down.
What scemed Lo hurt her most was that she was undér =y
thumb, as she saild,; illustrating it by prossing down her
thunb on the table. Well, that is unfortunate, and yeot
most necessary and fortunate under the circumstances, for
she is quite Incapable of managing her own affairs, and
would have gone Lo pobt withoub me.

"She Is much better now, and shows some signs of a
deslre to do her duty to me to some extent.™

Miss Way's only sister, Sarah Susannah Jones Heaviside,
wife of Chacles Heaviside, died 3 July, 1911.

Oliver declared that he had been subject to such rudeness
of &n ageressive kind since he went bto Homefleld. It seéms to
have died down. On 28 January 1912 he sald that the trouble
hod almosc disappeared, With regard te the old troubles, he
wWeate z=

"It was not merely the base rudeness of savages; but
also the patural ruwdeness of country town people, a Ehing
that 1 hardly ever met in London, Wewcastle, Edinburgh,
Glasgow,. Herwe is an example:-

"y am sweeplng up the deive. As I come to the gate, 1
soe a little party come along, two ladics, two children,
Instantly one lady calls out loud "Look! There's Ollle
again® 1 haven't seen hlm for a long time," "Gabble,
gabble, gabble," as they [ade away. Now can you lmaglne
anything of that sort in a London suburb of similar kind
te this part of Torquay? They looked like ladies. Or
imagine people actually crossing the road to my gate, and

| 1]
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leaning on it, Stacing hard &t meé Lorf CWo minubtes, as Lf
] was an at the foo. People who are, or pass
k R

gentlemen er




DR. CROWTHER

Dr. Jomes Arnold Crowther, (died 25 March 1950), Fmeritus
Protessor ol Physlcs, University of Reading, and for many
yeurs my colleague at the Cavendish E,aLuu.r&r_u;:.- sonds me Soae
notes of a visit to Qliver at "Homoflield" in 1914, He writes
(30 Scpt. 1949%:

“I only met Oliver Heaviside once, when T called on
him ot Torguoay with an introduction from yourself, 1
called once or twice unsuccessfully &t the house where he
lived, but eventually, In response to my knock, the
philosopher came to tho door and admitted me to his
sanctum, [ scem Lo remember a rather thick-set, rosy
person with o good deal of hair about his face, and
dressed rather shabbily and unt idily, even by =y standard
wihich (having been accustomed to distinguished dons) was
not a very high one.

"The room | was shown into was large and very brown.
There was a lacge table in the middlie, littersd with
books, manuscripts, and the remains of a solitary lunch,
all mixed up, and on the sofa a simllar melange of books
and M55 together with the remains of the breakfast crockery.
I have an fdea that relics of still earlier meals were
somowhere In the recesses of the room, bub [ cannob be
sure. AS Lar as [ could tell; oliver was living in the big
old=faghioned house quite alons at the timej; at any ratae,
there was nothing to hint of any other occupant, or any
sort of atiendant.

"Heaviside [mmediately launched into a long argusent
on some électromagnetlc topic, from which I gathered that
all was not well with the commonly accepted treatment of
that subject - an impression which 1 retain to the present
day. From time to Cime I interjected what 1 hope wire
appropriate remarks - but in spite of your careful
training, I was, and still am a little shaky on
mathematical électricity. Alter half an hour or so, 1 was
kindly but firmly dismissed; and [ never had the courage
to call again.

"I was, 1 may odd, very deeply Impressed by Olliver
Heéaviside, even in such a brief encouncer. I never mel
anyone who (in spite of surface pccentricities) impressed
me moro deeply with the feeling that [ was, somentarily
in contact with a really great mind. 1 have always been
zlad T mpde the wisic,"

i



In a letter, Oliver sald "Crowther sald (t was a nice
garden™, but Crowther has no distinct recollection of
place excopt ol its general unkempt look,

Crowther Is sure that the "sanctus' was a large room on
the ground [loor. Oliver®s study, every tlme we waw him, wan
on the first floor. We did pnot go to Torquay Letween Chelsbmses
1913 and Christmas 1916, and have no clue as to why Oliver,
bn Ehe spelpg of 1914, should have used the drawing room as a
BLUY .

A lecter, 13 April, 1914, [rom "Inexbaustible Cuvity"™,
Torquay, cxpresses Oliver's disappointment whon possibl
callors did not visit himg=

"Dr. ﬁl-ll'ld'. Te ﬁ,ﬁ- ¥-F. You have Not caughl on Lo my
little note aboul E° Emma Edwards . Nothing to do with
srmee BEe  Burton . He didnt bring his wife, oven when
inviced by Miss Way and sell. Or daughter-ip-law, My
fault, ne doubt, though I can'tc exactly sew it,

"Your friend Crowther came lately. Me didn't bring his
wife. That was cortainly my fault, because 1 did not know
ha had one. S0 I lefe It co H.M: o Lowvite wite, which she
didn't do, (She had shown signs of vinigarity that day).

*Your friund Bromwich didn't bring his wiie eicher, and
kupt away himsell too. My fault again.

"then Lhere was a London Professor who came, and he
didn't bring his wife. And 1 asked his to come agaln ad
brieg his wile with him. Of course I ocught pot to have done
80, 1 s HI“}’I WrGhg . 'H'l.'l.l. he secmed 5url_|-f1_||,'|4 and sald
*To see whomi' '0," 1 anvwered, "anybody, myself, for
example®® Me laughed it off, came again, and didn't bring
his wife.

"It"s a funay world "All the world and his wife' (oOld
saying). valel®

Crowther did pot see, or hear anythling of Hiss Way. Mo
doubL the "Vinigarity' Is the explunstion. [t means that Lhere
had Been a clash Letween O.M, and H.W., and that, for the tise
belng, abi hed “neglicted her work” and had done nothing for
his. He had probably cooked hls own meals and left Lhe washiiog
gp tlll Be felt inclined to do ik,

Misn Way necded fresh spoctacles, and Oliver wanted o palr
@lther beciause he neuded !I’.‘l.h spectacles or bocause ho had
pone. | am oot an opticlan, but 1 had In Cambridge a good st
ef lenven etc. for slght testling, | borrowed from Hiss Troulen,
Opticlan, Torquay, a "trlal frame™ and & range of lenses Eron
which I thought I could find lenses to sult her. We were pluased
Eo give her the spectacles, which Wiss Troulan made up as a
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rosult of my tost of Migs Way's slght. om January 1912, 1
pald Miss Troulan for the spoctacles for MLss Way and hu"
I:II-J ||-'rr.‘ﬂiwrr wrote 20 January, 1912, "Hiss Way [ lods the
J||-1.|.:+ qulte rlght and i foally grateful to your wile for
them.” And, on 18 January, “She is very grateful for Ehe
fpuctacles which seem to sult hor very well, and alsa sald e
I8 very gencrous. [ sald, that¥s the wrong word; Lf people can
altord it, there's no particular merit in more generosity. |
snid she should say kind, conslderale, thoughtiul, trouble-
Laking. And she agroed. Right agaln.™

The eEiect of the new glasses was remarkable; no wonder
that M.W, was grateful.

On 22 February 1912:-

"Baby made another discovery. When she does her hair
with the new glasses on. She suys It makes her look 40
years younger! She is gratified and flattified and
worritied, of course. and a good job tou. Make her keep
up a proper pride in her personal appearance as every
woman should. And sen too, only they won't take the
trouble and the time, having only sugs as a sule which
don®*t flattify them. Wow what is the scientific
ciplanation of the phenomsenon] Could her cyes have been
so Lad that her visage sermed distorted, and she thought
hersell wvery ugly? Vanity, so such preached against, is &
Virtue. mly, like other virtues, It becomes a vice If
carcied too lar: Like sating & large guantity of salt,
instesd of a small spoonful. As for me, 1 would wear Lhe
most gorgecus cloches iF I had them, and iF it did pot
eapose me Lo unpleasant attentions. That weuld met gratifly
or flactify me, so I wear the old dressing- gosm lnslead.
Urti] gorgeous clothes are In fashion.

"This propocty of the new glasses suggests & modl
profitable invantion, (when found) viz a svrt ol glasses
to look through or loock inte which would cause all
wrinkles to disappear, hollows to Eill up, noses Ea
straighten, wide souths to narrow, etc. It is not
ilmpossible.”

st with Oliver, a dilficult subjeck; naed Lng
Plt:c:rl.ﬂ..:l-rhh:nul& not give the attentien peeded to lliit::t
whether a particular lens gave him better or wx v!:m..
We spoko of the nulsance aof wearing spectacles I't. il
usilessnoss of my lenses; with ether remarks ;‘i'l“ : ll“ =
engender an inferlority complex In me. Bt lw: ln:u: uhlr.h‘
and in Lhe end 1 was satisfied Chal I had fo I'nlhli e
did improve his vision to & worth=while extent. ;
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Troulan to make up a palt oL ) ctacles Lo

pliver did not apprecliate his spociaclios.
1912, "haly says I|_l||_|_b.. great comlort and
'
ds, As for mine, if 1 could turm ¢

Eind regar

wig, | would, for that is a groal co=mlort Loo, Lo
+ 1.4 " "
and | could wear Lt mysell L she wouldn L.

"

Hpierplo Seaclio ot spouso, Salutem, Te Lgltur. Spod

accidentaliy in pockel. EIveLUing GLadly O . )

ald alyle, Ch Buperiorg iy Ilegs Coo

a [
]

The "specs® had & rough time. He wriote, 1l Janusr

Glecrack frameé. 6Fb, Glass camd out, Long hunt. Foun

"Would you lika Lo have & "spec’-cases [rom an unkiown

donoel Lo sell any buy anythlng you like with cthe m




DRALGHTS

filver's love of warsth made him hate draughts, on 27
Januwary, 191d, he wrote the [ollowing essay on Draughts, etc:-

"My trouble has been that 1 can®t warm the house, not
till late in the evening, and the reasson for that Is the
Baby's perslstence in leaving the doors wide open, both
in the basement and on Lhe ground [leor, letting strong
droughts of cold alr come upstalrs [ he lived on the [irst
{loor] and cool my rooms and me below the standard
necessary to me for existence without constant Indlgeation
and chest cold and words; Cor worse, Infinltely worse, LI
| can't restore and malntaln my tesperature. Of courss |
have givan up garden work [or the present. So 1 have been
in bed several times for pericds In the day-tisse, and with
fires in two rooms, bed and sicting rooms, Ask Lhe Baby
not to leave the doors opan. Mo good; she does LU ence or
twice, amd then leaves ofi! Stupldity as such as want of .
mymory and woolgathering, She thinks It 1s only a fad of
sine. And then my door i{s blown open again, and | know
she haz opened another door. And there are such a lot of
them downstalrs. Now In the evening, 8.30; her rooms are
insupportable, but | havwe got =y rocas beautifully wars,
and the internal troubles are passing off. What made it
so bad veday (27 January, 1912) was the presence of the
chargirl, mot the real origlnal charwosan, with Doan's
Backache or lusbago, but her daughter and she Is a nice
speciman. As she went about she did just the e a3 Che
Baby. When | left my bedreom In the morning, I found the
front deor set wide open, Had been so for more than half
an hour, freeeing the house! and after that, as she went
alout, whenever she case Lo a shut door, she loft it wide
open, one alter another, Spoke Lo her. Tesgorary relief
enly. In the course of the day I went doam 8 (elght, acht ;
octopus, oclavo etc.) Limes to shul open doors. The last
one was tha Baby's own delng. I was sure therc was a door
open. It was denied. Found Lt Ln the basesent, Stroog
draught, Yot the Baby sald she had shut it! What she did
was just to glve the deor & sort of a fling, and then the
wind at once blew it opem precty wide. This Insttention
andd carelessness and indifference afe Very common
characteristics of Devonshire natlves.

"uhal cast some husout on the sltuatlea, of a gri=
kind to an invalid, was my (inding the doors of tws rooms
shut which | had particularly sequested the Baby to keep

o
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opan, all the year round?! There is no draught , and [ want
the warm alr from the gas stove Lo €ntef Lhem dry, of us
licele dawup as possible. [ like to have a good grwsble

I-'";'.-I“'“:n"llr' 1 would not do a0 LL Che Vil werE nutural
or wagential, But it is quite easlly preventable. 1t usod

to ba Lar socse Lhe first year I was heea; LE 1 puk a | wnp
of coal om the fire, the Baby took UL oll agsin {(not
‘Iluiljln}. and told st Eo go awWwiay Lo omy oW podims Bk i

glad sho was whoen [ gave her one of my gas stovis Lo wan
hor bedroms; when she was sutfer ing Lrom & most devors
chill Enternally, besides rchumatism, goubl, eCczema,

gwollon Jointi. The relicf was so great , and hHor Linprovicnent
#o rapid (internal chill and consequences) that she was
really grateful to me. For a cime. ALl forgotten now. As

lor wy being Ill then, she had hardly any appreciation of

it. Same with others. My ulcerated bleeding stomach, and
Joundice, etc. became “a little poorly™, or “a little
Lightness oi the chest™, or “HAVE You Been Out Todayl"
agaln snd again. Especially the forsula “That'"s because
you this that or the other,™ at fancy. Or else “Ah, you
don't ete., ete.® Or it may be the hard stare, and then

"l dom"t see anything the matter with him. ] don't bellove
there 1a, All Imaginacion.”

But | = wardering from the mark into s region requicing
Volumes to describe, The great lesson of my lite Ls that
Lt ls MONEY, and nothing e¢lse thar ruleés the world of
Common people, that Las, nearly everybody,"




BUBNING GLASS

Spome Lime before 1912, people were advised, a3 a meagure
of cconowy, to put glass on Lo coal fires. The red glow ol the
hot glass was sald to glve out extra heat. A long as Miss Way
was at "pHomefleld™, there were coal fires when needed, and she
followed the advice given and put glass on them. Oliver wrote
me [ull reports of the sarcass he lavished on her and her
method. On 22 Feb, 1912 he reported "Found the eelgin af the
burnlong of glass. It was not the not=-glrl {ur.-u Lentils u.-pl.r.ud:-}
but the nut=girl's children. They sald thére was a large glass
bottle in the school stove, and thoy asked why, and Teacher
safd It was Lo save the coals, and they must all tell thelr
mothers, The Baby then put a large bottle on, and found It got
red hot, and gave out such a lot of heat. She has given Mrs.
Brin {charwoman) a large bottle .... As for me, “You domn"L know
anything atout it, although you think yourself so clever.'™

In August 1912, it turped coldy-

“The cootinuance of cold and wet has sade Che Baby
insupportable,. Always trouble with her lslwwon aulusn aded
winter, owlng to her obstinacy, dolaying putting om her
winter underclothes, lncluding rheumatic night gowns,
neatly arcanged in a spare zoom! (Perhaps she had made
gome small change.) and the flre. Nearly all clinkers of
glass. Took the matter in hand syself today. Took out a
scuttle full of glass and threw it away in thas gardoen.
Then the fire lighted at once, when I laid lt, Instead ol
tarlng & to 1| hour's coaxing, Then she came lo and abused
me violontly. She would go away; she wouldn't Live horej
she was very ill, I knew nothing about firesj etc., k.
vasee Altor mll her abuse, I will have no more of the
nonsense, but will take away the fresh bottles sho says
she will put on, as fast as she does it, and so tlre her
out. But 1 can't very well force her to put on her winter
garments in wintry weather..... and she says it ls killing
hir! What i87 Her own Folly, and assercion of her
indupendence, and do'as she iike-ness."
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THE GHEAT KOISE

Acletber ol 26 January, 1913, describeod this phenomenon,

"There was a sound ol thunder in the night. Or somuthing
alpe. Quarter to l[our, meditating on my sins, a5 ususl.
Lowd noise and bump! Polow. Mot Mles Way; the Baby 1s too
golt., Something heavy and hard. House vibratod. My Loed

did, &t least. Up at once. Also down. Hiss Way's room was
on groumd (loor; Oliver's on first floor. Room nicoly
sarmid . sultable for rheumatically inclined obese porson,
who won't have a [eather Led wunder her. Falnb ight burning,
Daby in bed) on her back, very qulet, coyes opoin, lookling

at me. = O.il.'Is anything the matteri® Baby (faincly),
*Wothing the matter.' O.M:, "But what was that awbul row?
It shook the whole house.' paby, "I haven't heard the
slightest sound,® Etc. ete,, but no corroborative evidence
to be obtained. Next morning, however, Baby said she let
thy (hot) "water bottle' fall cut of bed. It was cold and
shio was removing it.

"I can Imagine the scene. Baby terrifled by the great
nolee, immedlately crawled into bed agaln, pulled up Lho
clothes, and with panting heart walted for the dénouesent .
As for "Ghat is the truth?®, you sust ask What Is nussan
nature, especially Devonian. Put | ws told Cornishers are
the worst, and admit ic. Iie sysctematically.

®wow look at me, When I, seized with giddiness, the
room going round and round, clutched at the chest of
dravers, and pulled it over, there was a remarkable row,
But. 1 didn't deny Lt. What on varth would be the usel |
wis on the (loor too. That's nothing. Ain"t 1 always on
the fleor, or else a= getting up from It, or rising agalni™

By about 1911, Oliver's mathematical power and his physical
strenpth were waning. He could mow no longer do much in the
gardeén,Disllike of being seen by sttangars deprived him of the
recreatlon of walking in the streets. He had a vory severe
L11pess in 1913, and through ie, | believe, he [inally lost
his mathimatical power or, at least, the urge to use it. AS
his mathematical power failed, he nooded mome montol
occupation, and this he Lound, ready to hia hand, and to his
taste, in & detalled stwdy of the dolinguenchos and

deficiencies of Hisw Hary Way. Ho obvlously found pleasury Ln

wrlting lutters. Pechaps he un joyed helghtening the colours

In the scenes he duscrlbes, wompbines with a skill all his
Lo LT




I glve now a specimen of his “Studies of Mary Way." Some
spocimens have already been given. Others will Follow in due
course. From time to time extranéous inclidents slip loto his
opudies', Lut Oliver put them there and I have not removed
Chvem

what Oliver used in his "Studies " was his fncecpratation
of her character. He, of course, like the rest of wen; judged
her as he thought he saw her, Others who knew her [ormed thelr
own picture of her. Those who read the "Studlies™ will marvel
at her patience. [t may sulfice if I quote from my letter of
3 Apeil, 1913, to him when he was still E1l:=

"1 know that Miss Way must have felt very anxious and
I should Know, without you telling me, that she would do
all she could in a most ungeliish way. She will néver be
addressed as Muller Pracclara nor will théy say Te Lgitur
to her, but her nameé {3 written in golden letters inm the
list of the Greast Ones. At least chat is my opinion, and
I expect you think the same."

Her mephews and neices loved their ™aunt Polly™ for her
Kindness and unselfishnoss.
Oliver wrote this study of Mary Way on Septesber &, 1%1);-

“another scene. Began with rebellion, and threatened
to become tragedy, and ended in comedy. "Much ado about
nothing®. She Hiss Way Invited becselfl (7 Sep. 191)) to
go vut {or a sotor drive to Buckland Beacon, and ol course
was not refused. She made a [arce this sorming of
consulting me about Lt. 1 took It very calsly and tried
to get to know the conditions. 1 could have ascertained
thom yesterday if [ had known of the proposal, but she had
not even sentioned the matter to mé. Her replies were nol
satlsfactory. 1 advised her pot to go. I knew she had only
simmser clothes on. Cold wind. She got waxy and then very
rude, She was detersined to go. She was to call at I p.=.
at the place. (1t would have bewn sharp work.) [ had no
one Lo sond oul Lo make enquicies. Finally she sald 1 1
wouldn®t let her go, she would leave the house and never
come back again, "Will you glve me the keyai®. "Nn!"
she then began to dress herself. (She had & hard day's
work yesterday preparing for her visitors, and was looking
bad. That was an sdditlonal reason for ay reluctance.)

Then come a ring. Soae one called. Ten sioutes later,
MW, coame to me and sald Hew FoW, hed called. would | Like
to see hort 1 had o llccle private talk with her and
eaplalned thinga. She undertook to take the greatest care
of her (M.W,) and to bring her back to the house. I then
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cald N, it was all right, all arranged; don't wasts
Liaw, sese Lo spare. Mre. F. W, lelt. Then M. W. ashied me
"Seuid [ give ber the bkeyel® | replied jJotingly, "Put yeu
wan'l wat Lhewl Touw are ool coming back, you know'*

5o 1 weuldn"t, I you had not Lot se 50," was bar raply
"ell.! I sald, "you have mo time to lose. Don’t keep Liem
walting."*

"1 warmed ber later that It was a QUaArtsr to two. Lhe
should start at ence. Beply inswdible. Weat down o ber at
4:00 1o ash LI they el promised to salt for nac® Fowmss
My sallag Mt disser. Sosething fruity, apples and plums,
stamming bot. "Dlde’t you wederitand,” ahe sald, with
great deliberation, “That 1t le postpored till Thursday?®
"o, " 1 sald, "ot & word, sither from you or Mrs o T 5"
0 it ended In ber going oo sating har Julcy dimner. ...

"Begarding br visdtors, as M., bnows bul you don'e,
| wens them (9 come (with sncoptions, roblars sl it al
*Ladies” on Lhe look out for & soft job). I have spokes
Lo her melcas abwut It, when Lhey have neglocted theis
aenl. It she madl oot meke & boarding house of this
place. Mo sore of that, The bed's gome!

“Escape of gas In scullecy stopped ot last. malher s
Bad fauli. Men ought to have found It sooner,

"I revelved an elogant compliment (rom hor Coday .

*1 [0.0] enly bnow one thing® she said, *{ was good for

sloe." | wan so concelind an ts Imagine she =ight
taler Lo my sciestiflc work, of which she had beard {ros
Sibmry several Liews, oo | sald sk might glve e credit
far Ihings| | kmow Wow 1o prevent a rogus [rom
H&Ehﬂ. Tee, that is what | relerred te," she said,
"Tou sre gesd [or ssthing elye.’

*Pity na, 0 san of Ipatrows. Mo credit even lor
lﬂl1 a=ay Lhat bleansd o 0F for getting the artiul
*lady' sent swey; or lar Saving her from belng seld up,
o [00 sther Luings, Bethlng eles,

e een ol M. Frank Usy, senlor, whoss
Ipplebms 34 miles from Seviom abaa ., The son
riea sarly in [0fe med Lhers marrisd wiss Cary
 are ot Port Llleabsth. e come homs 1o
el Losh Ris soiher sl hia el Mies wey
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L4 pu, Cot nets from Mr. F. 6, B8 Ls & Lreds e
(stmre ol sose sort in 5. Alrica) el dens ol amsdarslasd
L decondios and assnities. B0 ashs == Lo Call W, Lhal
iha day I8 altered Lo Friday, asd thal, [wrihar, o
wednasday his wife will teke bar Lo U Pevilien. B
engulry as to the convenissce of thoss days® Friday ls (he
worsl day possible (charwosss, Lradessen, all ssris ol
things ), Thursday and Mepday are Lhe best days. She svels
aned told him, and ashed his teo call en s=. Fridsy is ==
impossible day, without sacesslve lomvenlmrscs ssd wpiel.
e slily people ot T.,. Strest thisk that | have Selbing
to do encwpt Lo fesd (he paper, aod have oo Ldes [ haws
any work to do. (Thelr werk is plag.) It is the isgessibde
wld man ot T.... SCreat who circulates Lhess Lalow, pead
alter year., Even slige | case Lo Devenshire e has beon
under Lhe delusion, and Mr. sod Mrs. W, have &l courss
plobed Lt wp. | have nothing elee Lo da! [ou boow what
pErEistence scientific work of the malbssatlical blmsd
demasds belore selcass comes, end (e (sllssws go Lo Lhs
waialie

“agresablea Conversatlon.

E.20 p.m.
(conciliatory) O.0. Hiss Way, wouldn'lt Thursday b= Lhe
soil conveninent dayl
(vinegarily) M. 1t's all settied, It's o bs Friday.
(eon.) O.i. You don't snswsr me. You kivw Lhal
Friday is Lhe sy day, wilh & e eRl sl b
ol wark, and the charvesas Lo be leshed
altar. How can you aifangs L0
(win.) MoV, It%s Lo be Friday. IL%s all setiied,
The charveman dess weiy LlLtls in (L
altwrnosn and you will get yeur dinesi.
@, But don’t you Lhink thatl LI you =
explained things, (1 seulid have bean
artanged (or Thuesday] Friday le wery veiy
inconveniant. Tou keew Lhat very wil,
#.4, What differsscs dess (L mebs L8 =
You will have yous “l.::;l o aiie
. 0.0, IS me use e R
Chn WOty it mebes L w. r::.i-'t ke alamd . The év
things are ssiusl sfvwngessnt sed

(wmns)

{mmre win.)

(wery vin.)

(v




thingly) ©.l, But it jsn't much you do for mej enly
Lot 0 n;n.il, of little more, and you underiook to

do it, We all have to serve. You haven't tha
seans to be independent, amd do as you llke,

(very angrily) H.W; | =as a FOOL to do it. 1 have made
mysell the laughing stock ol Lhe Lown by
making syself your servant. You are the soat
Seliish, Grasping person 1 ever set. 1 won't
stand Lt any longer, 1'LlL go away,

(Moving her [ist up and down aml glaring at
“i}

(resignedly) O.0, Very woll. Call me all the nases you
like, and get it over. Flease to go now. |
have had anough of it.

(A lot more abuse, listened to In silence.
Face very red, Full of rage.)
=1 strongly suspect that the ..... has been making
mischiel again, perhaps, to sy discredit. "Laughing stock’,
It must mean somathing. Or ks Lt the "lady”l O is it
simply the Imaginative mania of old age? This Is certain,
at any taite, that Lhe sore she goes Lo Lhe Concarl, Lhe
worse she gets, and it secms to be Caused by the sental
excipement, sore than the physical. & guiet life with an
otcasional treat seems the best, mot "tearing about' te
tea-parties and concerts. Her mind is weak, and sultiplex;
she can esslly pass under the influence of others from o

e - .

"Very bad, lsn't ie? And comlcal too. The great
clharles] D1 would have delighted in portraying
MM, in varied woods. | &= gettling callous. 1 must.

1 &= so abased by seeing syself In M.W."s eyes! Talh about

twans. [L"s & timber yard. | am & monster o{ crwelty. 1*11
"t stand it. 1")] go Lo Berry Head and bturn

in Trelasd to be interred by Lthe Rector who forgol Lie

prayer book and read bis butcher's bill Instead. You

t youl! The man who sends begging

" 8 big butcher's bill which he wanta you

pay Lor him! Refused interrment in the Abbey because

sy F.U., has taken warning by sy note, [oF




again, but 1 soon stopped L. She ls now golng out again
Lo have more talk, talk about Lt at T..... SCreet.

“1 expect no lmprovesent in her Lill she can setile
down Lo duty, and reallse how thankful she should be, and
that can't otcur while this alsost dally tearing about te
Concerts etc. goes on, which makes her so disconlenied.
Mr. and Mrs, F.W, are really very well-weaning kind
people, but they don't understand. If they did, they would
tall M.M, not to make such a fool of hersell, and consider
whio her best felond was, who had saved har (rom cosplete
culii, lor 5 yvars going, This compleie ruin wis lsslnsnt
wien | cams here, though It was concealed [rom se, nol se
much by M.W., who was in & perfectly suddled condition
about her affairs, but by others. | have learned Chat when
it was proposed that | should coss asd live hars as bar
ludgor (£100 & year) she jumped ot It ot coce as a way of
ascape. 1t is well to lock st both sides. e ahould do
something for a lodger with his own furniture paying L1060
a yoar, and forcing ber debters to pay wp! And alnce Lhem
dolng wuch more for her by paying eld bills and incurving
dobt |ikewise personally. That [ have advastages bere Lo
sult =y Lll-bealth and my work is Dot everyihing. She
wants to do nothing for me and tells me so! Or Lo engage
and pay for a servant. | might if I could, bei
un{ortunately she can®i govern a servasi any more Chan a
lady nurse. It would, | fear, sake sech treuble. So 1 fall

on the fact that she can do meat williagly fer ber
"friends" sore than she will do grudgingly lor ==, so Lhal
ihe over-work complaint s largely humbug amd discentent.

"l try to think of “good Mary Way' of March last, e
Lake it very oeekly when she abuses sa. Things bave (o b=
baslanced., Yet after all, perhaps ey ssekness sy I« &
sistaie, and a good sound blewing up would de ot
I hate that wulgar praciice, and can®t do in L
dess without hurting sysell sore Lhan | can .
:‘n the velgar like a row, and soon receverl

L sasns

“$.13 p.m. Found error [in work] . Makes It O.K., asd,
though not a discovery, is an important confirmatica eof
provious work, Have now got & heap of lormules, snd &=
writing a digest In M8, lusk, for use when Lbe
opporiunity comes. Walling (o suppes. e wwsid be bacd
al whual time, | bhour late = 1) misuten lale. Musi lesd
Ber wpi 30 minutes late, but | see o Light, so she has
Lo Lok again.

5.5 pom, Coffew sl last. M.b.'s fase wery boflased
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teen having energetic conversations, 1 think, and got the
worst of ic. Expected explosion. But It was only thisg-
Mrs. Olding s {ll. Can"t come Friday, or for 2 er )
weeks. T enguired what her illness was. A very interesting
event iz expected! (M.W. sald "baby'). "Then 1 suppose you
expected it tool® "Only for 2 or J weeks.® all over; no
row! | shall give the Charlady a4 nlee palr of rtrowsers,
Iiettle worn (bur too small) when she coses back.

“1t won't make much difference to me. I can easily de
=y rooms, if she is away for a wonth, and no one elsc can
come, Mor need Lt make much difference Lo H.W., for she
can let things walt of the wvery dirty kind, and just dust
her rooms. But | daresay another Charlady will be found.
Blessings on the baby. Give M.W. somcthing to think about
besides her pleasures and my wickednaas. 0, | as 8o
wicked. [ feel it. [ sust be the devil's owm son, LI not
the devil himself Incarnated. The irresponslible old man of
T ssses Street once called on me at N,A. with a grim face,
sat himself down in chalc opposite me, lighted his pipe
{all In sllénce) and then stared at me lor what seemod 3
minutes. At last he blurted out '"You're o devil.® I cried
Lo #mile pleasantly. What he meant, I never knew, and
never asked, 1 do not know that he is an authority on
devils coies

‘ln Sﬂpl.: wmldlf 'ﬁlni F!-t fﬂl Fui- m- H.H’-
gone to the Grand Concert dressed very flne. Very good
taste too, save a little too much juvenility for 70, It's
whien she comes back, 1'm thinking of, and tomorrow, norrow,
orroW, row,

(11 Sept.) "Thursday 7.45 p.m. «.... Knocked mysell
up [hy gardon wrl:] . 50 been reading magasines and novel
all*day. 1 lke a good novel. Good sensation, well worked
out. Unfortunately, most novels are rubbish, only worth
skipping. Also read Sir Oliver Lodge's address [Ln British
association at Bimmingham]. Huch about what I eXpected.
from Lts popular character it will undoubtedly attract a
great deal of attentlon.....

*I have waten a few grapes For 3 days past, right off
the vine. They have an aperient effoct. 1s it due Lo
the contents of the skins, or to the various polsons loft
on the outside of the skin by the varlous sorts of Insects
that crawl over it [rom time to time] In previous years |
have noticed that only a minute or two after entering the

i @ when the grapes are nearly ripe, I have teen
selzed with the flrst symptoms of alcoholic poisening:
$light headache, pains across brow, cloudy vislon ete.




I have never heard of such sensltlveness in any one else.
Belore vating any grapes, mind. Cripes are so called from
the griping effect produced by eating gripes on an esply
stomach., | think it takes place by stimulative action on
the liver or the gall bladder through the zbzorption of
the poisons ln the gripes Into the general clrculatisa.
It only takes a few seconds in wery extrese cases, &
minute of two allows a very large absorption. In tise
polsons find thelr way to the very tips of the halri om
the head; | [orget for how long,....

“"Read up aboul Pericarditis and the sounds of the
heart last nlght., Nething aboul ey particular phencsencm,
doubling of the second pulse in & guite regular manner.
0ld boek though. What rheumatiss ceuses in the first place
is pericarditis; aifter that various dissrders af the heart
icselfcaes

*Fine steel nibs [ find alvays go best on the second
day. After that they deteriorate rapldly....

"Sunday 14 Sept. 1913. Supper an hour late. M.W. got
company ogalo. Always the way. Saw Wr. F.W., and explained
things to him a little. He understood pretty well. Decent
chap, but Llgnorant llke the rest of CLhem, Wented L0 know
what =11 the books were for. Dida't know what =y
occupation was, or that T had snything to do.....

*(Prol., H.F.] Baker®s address [to British Assoclation,
Bi 1am]. 1 don't think pure mathematics a suitable
subject for Section A. I think there should be a svparate
section for Mathematica. And | don't llke their superior
tone. 1t is a well-known fact that Physics has created
Mathematics, and you have to go back to Physics to make
new work, not mechanlcal developments of eld werk, selll

Baker fs evidently a cultivated man,

"I never could see the interest In incosmmensurables as
wich., More mmbers. In real fact, we have guantities
absolutely continuous, The units may be of any slze; and
Vhither nuserica are commensurable or incomsensurable
dossn't matter a jot. The continuity ef quantity has
nothing to do with commensurability er incommensurabillity.

"I appreciate the beauty of wathematical theorems
occurring in Physies. 1 generally diwlike very much the
way they are 'proved’, as they nay. Most mathematical
books are a hodge-podge of formulas, without distinct
connexion to make a theery, or te exhibit it plainly, and
wade as repulsive and unintelligible as a legal dioc ument
by attespts Lo be too precise and perfect,”
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OLIVER'S LIFE AT WOMEFIELD AFTEH DEPARTURE OF MISS WAY

Mary Way endured the "Goalltlon Govermment" of "“Homel Leld®
for 7 or & yoars, But with increasing age and gout, hee power
to stand up for hersell gradually abated and she sank loco a
state in which she sat and stared Loto the [hre, Evontually
hot nieces camg with a car, and, without any warnlng, took he
away Lo 27 Torwood Strect, She had to leave a lot aof her
belongings behind, to her great and lasting rogret,

ME. B.A. Behrend, in the “"Electrical World", New York,
£l Feb., 1925, In an obltuary notice, wrotde "His old houses
kevper, as he wrote the présent chronleler, bocaie *moad
had to be put-away."™ That was Oliver's version of the affair.
He had made great efforts Lo make her keop hersolf warse lest
she should die or become unable to attend to his wancs. He
probably resented vory strongly what was done. after Miss Way
lele "Homefleld", wi saw her at 27 Torwood Street a good many
thves, She was vory hwoavy und a little feoble in body, bLut she
had recovered her brightoess and was entirely free from any
mental troublo. A El:tl,-:quu drawn Lry ma, on 26 March 1926, on the
account of a small temporary fund of which I was "treasuror"
was andorsod by her with o strong, fiom hand.

Afber Mise MWay left "HomcField", oOliver dependod ontirely,
1 belicve, on gas fires, He managed to put an ordivary gas
ring into the grate of a kitchen cooking ronge. It was Lhe
Elexlble tube to thls ring which Oliver and I, as told later,
repunlred with putty, brown paper and string. The house went
back to the early days of gas, In those days the pipe from the
=aln had enly to serve for a few jets of lighting. It would
be inadequate for gas stoves, I suspect that the plpe Wi
stlll small for Lts load In Oliver's cims. He made cndloes
complaincs abiout the fedbluness of the gas supply, and put Lhe
blase for It on the Gas Cosmpany - “The Gas Darbarians™.

On one occaslon, long after Miass Way's departure, he would
"elear the plpes™, Ho unscrewed o cap or some such fitting
hear the gas meter. The gas strowned out and, fearing an
exploslon il the house were filled with gas™, he Lit the gas
ol had a Fing Clawe some feet Ln lengeh. As this display was
obvlously dangerous, he got a wet cloth and put out the £lamo.
He was then able to ceplace the cap. His "clearing” cost him
burped hands and a burned face. A fqueer objoct greetod us on
our [irst visit alver this adventure, Ollver had deaped a

® W.C. Fye recalled that in 1910 boch Miss Woy and 1 told him
of & gas incident which had occurred whey Oliver tanpored with
the gas.
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large bed bBlanket over his head, keeping it io place by a
rope Lled round his neck. He loocked like a Tuareg of the
tahara. The blanket fell in folds round his body. The wisible
part of his head was hardly sore than one eye which peeped at
us through a small chink in the drapery. Eecovery took some
days. I bwlleve no permanent injury was cansed,

ne afterncon, in a £it ol dissatisfaction, he wrote &
letrer on the back of a large envelope from the Hoyal Socisty.
e rafn Chiik:=

“rrom Oliver HWeaviside, W.0.R.M., "Hormiield™, Torquay,
Lo Manager,; Torquay Gas CoRpany.

“Please send one now gas meter of strong constitution
to ceplace the preseot one which is corroded both inalde
and outside by the rotten gas with which you are supplylng

- "
o,

| saw him welite the letter. We folded Lhe rnvfiupi B0 as
to hide Lthe sessage and kept the thing in shape by stamp
edging. Dlive then addressed it, and | posted it. A [ew days
later, a young =an brought the new meter and cobnected 1L,
Gliver gave him a shilling. The msn was surprised st this,
probably unexpected, kindness, and sald, “You have given =6
this; T will give you scmething. I will give you scme sdvice.
You want scseone te look after you." "Ha, ha," said Oliver,
“1 should have to go all over the house looking after the
care taken."

In his later years, Oliver ealled himself tho "Worm", and
would sign his letters “0liver Heaviside, W.0.K.M." He was
much pleased when some correspondent, taking the letcers to
indicate some distinction, addressed the envelope Lo "Ollver
Hoaviside, Esqe, W.0.R.H." He connected the four letrers wilh
the Four of "W.H.N.5." (Women's Royal Naval Service)} and bhe
Four of "W.A.A.C." (Women's aomy Auxillacy Corps), and sald
“Everyone must have four letters to his name.” He used "Worm™,
I have no doubt, to express hls conviction - perhaps
sbisession - that the world despised him. As a bic of “Tit
Far Tat", he took a compensating pleasure Lo desplalog tha
great majority. He recalled Carlyle's dictum about the thirty
millions of English people being "mostly fools".

1 do not knew when he first wsed the Worm citle. 1 have
perhaps lost some of his letters. But it must have been o Lew
years prior to 12 Fub. 1920, when he wrote "Dear Hﬁrmfth and
Lady Searle.” He saild, "you don't kmow 1, but I was *The
undying worm®, long before you jolmed the Wormary.” He had &
small Lronie statuetto, which hung from the stalrcase by a
siring; whon he set Lt swinging 1lke a pendulum, Lrs shadow
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E 3 {1}
| E he wall. He sald, [hat Ls
soved backwards and Lerwarcs on che wall 5

“
the undying woIm.

Ue called at "liomefield” one morming. Re came up Lros Lhi
kitchen and sald "What do the early birds s=ekl™ I roplied
“rhs worm, of course,” which plessed him., The next Lim 1
wrote to his, 1 put on the outside of the envelope “From Sir

Earlie and Lady Eird.* From that tise, he called Mrs. Searls
"lady Bird®™. In ane letter to her, he wrole; "Dear Lady Hird,
I hope his Worship is well.™ : : :

Prof. Valdemar Bjerknes saw Oliver at "Hosclleld” §oew
{1ictle?) tise before 8 March, 1920. On thal date Oliver wrots
to him. He mentionsd Prol. O=an in ConneXxion wWiLh 4 it
al curfency, and goes on “There was a Prol. Ofs= staylug at o
Torguay boarding house lacely. Do you know hisl You scuvmed Lo
know everybody.

npertralts: "Siemens,' 1 sald, when 1 saw your father?

But the Hkepess is qguite superficial. Your phofo is excellent,
very oxact, 1 should like Lo sce whal D= and Oman (ook fike.
A year ago 1 was the Duke of Qhmseldc. But [ altered i to
Wormbleld, boing such moro appropriate, | must have & quite
unigue and exclusive ticle. Searle Ls only a Follow of the
Sociery al worme, enbitled to W.O0,H.M. alter his name, And 1
can tell you Ehabt Lt Is o greater’ honour than F.H.5. Would
you like to e enrolled? Thero Ls no fee, 1 forgot to say that
Fellows are referred to as His Wormship, like che magistratos,
and Lo be asddressed as Your Wormship. His wifeé is Lady Searle
LR O

On, 3 January, 1921, 0liver told Bjerknes more aboul worms.
"Dr. Searle was herd at Christmas wlth his wife. He is spoiled
by his “*Varsity' ceaching work. Lost his sesory worse than I,
But pretty good heslch. He is a Falth Healer, and doeso't
believe in worms (sicrobes) or in se The Wors. His spititual
worms have wormlfied his brain vecy badly. tioles. He is full
of boence,™

On February 12, 1923, "Searle has no faith in worms,; little
or blg, ooTr in the Great Worm cither, [ am SOrEy Lo Sa¥s....
Tours most wommiully, Oliver Heaviside, W.0,E.M_™




ILINESSES

From about 1898 till the end, Oliver had many illpesses;
he often gave me details. From his accoamts, | think he iy
have read sood medical books, Porhaps from these, but sore
likely tro= his fertile brain, he wis sure he knew the cause
of and the cure for any aileént he might have. Untll his
relatives called in two doctors, a few days before his death,
he never had, as far as I know, any scdical attention. When
in 1913 he was very ill at “posefield™, his relatives sent
in a ourse, but he would not allew hér ro arttend to him in
any way. 1 never heard that he took any medicine. "Respectable™
people who think It dreadful, and so bad for the relatives,
for a2 =an to die without the aid of a doctor, are sore
horrified at the idea of no medical treatment than they are at
the commonplace Fact of death. Anyway, Oliver lived to the
age of 75 ycars, for many years under conditions shich would
have broken down =ost sen in & very few years. His treatsent
was generally stopping In bed and living on milk for some
days. Ferhaps he was not far wrong.

Oliver's very active mind drove him very hard, Om 13 Dec.
1900, he wrote:= “You can't [ind out what you can stard
without trylng; It Is a variable quanctity [rom Cine to time,
and every =an has to find out when Lo leave off. 1 suffered
severcly myself [ros not knowlng; braln Injury; | am more
careliul now."™

| would not sinimise the severity of some of Oliver's
illnesses. Dr. C.V. Benton saw his In Septesber 191) and
found him hardly flt to be about. He was obvicusly £l shem
we saw him st Newton Abbot at Christsas 1907, and, ol course,
in January, 1925, shortly before his death. These werc the
only times when Mrs. Searle and [ saw his obwiously ill. There
is no doubt about his severe illness in 1913, But In his
letters he so often told of illnesses which sessed LO pass
off remarkably quickly, that I a= left wondering whether some
of them were not paychological rather than physical. For
instance, lé Jamuary, 1907, “Awful bad day. Caught internal
chill. Danger of strangulation. Bed. Cot ower it by the
evening. Feariully and wonderfully made.™

Oliver goes om:=

=It depends on the stage rheusatiss is In, whether
friction, or massage, or electric shock stisulation will
do good. In my preseant state friction would cause greal
pain, aml probably increase the swelling. You see, 1 got
rid of an enormous guantity of rheum in May (my hot air
>3
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curi), and re=pstablished power ol digogtlon (digostive
failure no doubt the cause). Bur therg is still dvit what
gettlod Ln the bones, and its coming out is slow, slow,
the whole arterial ond venous systum of the legs had Lo
bé rompde Lefore I lose the lasenvss. That humbug *that
woman' ta pursal wanted to come up and massage .
wanted o surder hec. I had acubke rhousatiss all over
including the heart, and the tortures would have boeen
worsd Chan-any Bulgarlan atrocbbles. | Lind wapmth L& Lhe
best thing., 1t drawg out the rheuws, and koops 1L Lrom
ceyscalllising. It 18 sowi=Cluld. put it may be atbénded
with pain, Cold relleves the paln, But It 18 o deluslon.
You pay for It olrtorwards. The body must o Kept warm

to keep digestion golng propercly. The ollwminatlon Lukes
place, 1 think, by the bowel principally; so the livar
must bo Kept golng) the kidneys secondarily. But bn a
severe case like mine, bt come out all aver mej even the
ﬁ.l'.i_n., i |¢1‘;:p|;|-d, Wil gritiy. 1 bl1l:m oy Lherd was o
guart on each leg, including Loot. Nearly all camoe out by
the sking mouth; nose, CArS, uyes; ebc, and; no doubtl,
insldo ma,. The Kldneys could not do more than a swoall
fraction of the work. 1 lex oy fire cut yesterday. Paying
for it coday. Acute rheuwsstiss in knecs. Stoppage of the
eliminacion, probably, [rom che booes. 1T is easzy to
understand the eflect of heat when you comnslder thar cthe
thewm 1s only barely soluble in the blood, and casily
crystallises wheo colder.™

on 19 February, 191J, "Beem wery L1l since 31 January, Bed
most of the time. Imsense swelling developed. Say & inches by
6, and I deep in the middle. lard as wood, Much pain, aod
internally all wrong. Scill 1 &8 not happy. Coing down re-day,
bul it may begin again tomoroow. Don'L know what it is,™

A litcle later be waz very Lll. When he was well his
handurTiting was resarkably steady and clear, In some weeks of
his lllmess it was very shaky. On March 10, 1913, he reparted
that a nucse had been engaged by his relatives. “Miss Way,
Ho work EEH.' The purse is her nurse, and all M.W. has to do
IS to Took in upon me about & Cimes & day and put the drinks
in convenlent Teach, and then go! ..... | have nussed sy
pareats night and day, half .:sT?up all the vise,*™

HE was not an easy patiesnt, Hiss Way told us that the nurse
declared that he would die, and Miss Way replicd "He won't
die; he will live to turn you out of Lhe howse,™

The puras lefc om 30 May, 1913.

She did not got boyond
m:_lu; &t him through the crack left by the vearly closed
-
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On 16 July, 1913, Ollver referred, Inter alle, to vomo
garlicr oXperiences of that year,

"k, Sepclay 0, V.P.; te Lg. That reminds me of O
mihi, ot Beatl Martinl.... My new (&)! and (=%)!
formuloo are just done. They are uuly raw suterial for
continuation of my Hoyal Socloty papec. rni..pr“w“ L
Physical Mathematics.] O course Part Jfsust be published
EiESL in full, TE Lo tima, 21 years:....

"Lord Kolvin's remarkability was his breadih,, Do
anything. But in any spoclal subject he was not spoclally
great, so far as [ can judge. It depends on standards,
Maxwoll was a great genlus, but he had not Kelvin's
breadth. 5o Kelvin wag the grost man of hils time, oven
though he was obstinsveTy stupld about some things.....

"It is ilmpossible for me (or rathor, useless) to cell
you how I get my formulse. [t Is done by the mathesatical
methods explained in Vol. 2 of my Eldctro=magnotic Thoeory,
and you haven't dopne that. Shame. Vale!l

"when | was young, =y father took me to the doctor in
the hope of finding out wvhether it was what [ had for
breakfast that made s 30 stupid.™

Things [ooked black sosctimes. On March. ), 1903, he wrote:=-

*1 have been very L1l since 1 saw you, and see Do
prospect of getting better till a great change In the
weather takes place. [nternal bleeding. Stomach and
ad jacent parts. The loss of blood Is of no lmportance,
bt it couses persistent diarrhoea, and that Ls. Result
of ulceration, 1 guess, and that"s the result of repeated
acute inflsmations, It may go off.™

On 11 January, 1913, he described Six Plagues,

“Flague 5:= Bunnion bad, very. Large. Crowing bigger.
Soft. Painful. Walk on heel or side [oot. Why pot] Save
wiarlng out sock. bunnion, not corn; call it large
swelling on ball of loot, of ubknown cause, perhaps
oyercating, Lf you don'r.'uu bunnion. Wonder whether the
1" battle tut pul-uu] would do it goed.”

Ou 24 January, 1911,
ing

“peen very bad inside; ptosalne poisoning or somath
like. Dreadful pain all over intestinal tract, as they
call Lt now. Had to go about doubled up like an old -
village gaffer. [Pen and ink sketch of caffer hobbling ‘t
the Pub,] That was all one day. Next day developed gqulnzy
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then liver very wrong, and violent Lil-lu,..rfb- Hut
going ofl, quingy, daggers and all. That s always the way
Reabsorption and ¢linination. | have no doubt that if che
guingy were not allowed Lo [orm, worse ollechts might
happen. But that dues pob romove Lhe cause, | darvsay Lhe
weat is kept too long., It ls aix days old twiore it is
finlabed, Or It might be the ral having polscned gome oL
the things Ln that box rooem, | brought thew up Lo alr and
dry thea lJIHI‘IdthiJI; ConsclaLlion. nly for lll€:sess
Bunnlon has subslded considervably. One digedse olten cur
anather."

on 20 January, 1911,

"uinzy and assoClated neck,; ear and braln symploms
golng away, but liver vecy bad; and asscciated with Jlw

and ataggecy eyesight.™
n 11 March 1913, he was In esuch discomlort. He wrote,

“Te Ag. Sal, Mot gout, save to small extent mow. IL is
the truo rheumatisw with large swellings round jolnts, and
in feet, and hands. Can't get fn or out of bed alone, so
sit In chalr by fire day and night. Very lrksooe. About
I bour sleep in 24, Heart bad, ceonstantly lotersittent,
faf | chink it will cure itself. Diet for chematiss well
understood, Bul dispepsia Interfcres.

“Ixtraordinary variety of susptoss in past. Chalk in
palas. Crystals Irom eyes. Tongus white, yellow, black,
red. Stewed frult mice, but makes wind, A i ol il lowes
for dinner is best, but can't be got, so e lnitead. The
viglent cold wind Is againat Fecovery. Expect a slow
recovery Ly teabrorption of rhews. Usual way,

"l'.H[uvinth Loo busy. M.W, has risen to her
oppartunitics, in & degree, amd docs & lot of up and down
slalry work.™

But he was oot neglected, On the inside of the enve iope he
wrateg-

*To C.F.C.5. Ehowmptic fever etc. M.W, rubs,
F.H. bandiges. Joy.™

on 5 lel--l-u l?lj’p [+ Wrole, In & very ‘rﬂr b § =

“oos day | went down inta Lhe valloy of che shadow,
Heart. Still bad, but oo reason why should not get right.
Do night caught lumbage in my chalr, That flalsbod phs
chalr (Lo save dllt"-'lrhiﬂ.i'. M.W. &t nlght.) Nob wisled s

Not. had one since | do*no®. Sure sign ol blood polsoning.
it Is now




stop since. Toock fancy to beef toa. Couldn't got Ie. Surse
and M.Y. didn®t think it proper. Get it In two days, At
ouce stiuulates the liver, Denanded soee wore. Nurse Wy
said 1 should have it for supper. Insisted and got it.
wenderful effect. Heal proper liver motion Followed. But

Lt has lost power since, though | have some dally,
"Most of the swellings went down by dupesition of the

rheus In the eye sockets (great quantity) turniog to
rocks in the cyelashes and under the oyelids. [nf|awmstion.

'!"ﬂ" Goc rheumatism hands, amuy, showlders, chighs,
legs and very bad ankles and above, That's all."

[mprovenent was rapids 0o § April (Mondoy night and

Tucsday sorning, 1913, he wrote, in a svch [irser hacd:-

of
wal

"0.5. Vir et Hulier. My hands are not so bad as script
shows, [t I3 constrained, 0o oy back constantly. Only the
rheuwsat ism about ankles prevents sy walking a Iiccle amd
putiing an end to a most unpleasant state of LhIRES:soss
You should resesber M.W, can go about quite briskly, so
the arrangesent [of engaging a nurse] scesed 0.K. After
first day, O gracious. Inattentlon, meglect, cross amd
impertinent answers. Ag I [ were & esliogerer, and there
was no danger in =y heart attacks. [ was once left for k
hour taking a chill, hollering, bawling, knocking with
stick, with che ridiculous excuse Lhat she dida"t know
but what It might be the sen knocklsg next door.™

fle complains of the "decelts' ete. of his relatives and
Hiss Way. “Why had oot been comsulted.™ “and teo think
the Mulier bestissisa [M.W.] of a short time ago.”

“of course | now reduce M W.'s mipistratioms Lo a
sinious, and directly 1 can welic, not allow M.H."3
winwilling services,.... Can"t be done all at once. | wake
a beginning for pew arrangesents in bedroos shersby I cas
help myself at night (with difficulty) and will never
disturd M.W, unless it is something very urgeat. | can,
in & curious way, get in and out of bed syself now, Just
on the edge. Couldn't do that in Lhe danigerous tises. |
want [eeding up but it is so difficult Lo get sulbable
focds, | was right about the beef Céa h:::lﬂ-::.'m
T T | & 3 "
chevk brawn Opposed as gul Htlmﬂi ull.'dﬂl.hl“

1 got it (moade by M.W.) found It
shops. It was villainous. Masted.

I santed was the wnsalted brawm she
; twa hours, and replaced lost
wi which | ate a slice every 0 e mmh

flesh rapidly. However, alter a second let,




had been made sose unsalted has been ordered for Lomarrow,
= sught to have told you that the slimy thous |..||.'..L.-..l
all over the head, save checks, and In ears and on Bech
and shoulders and upper part chest. It was partly serc
cuticle, but when dry the pellets you could rub off were
a little stony. (Urates, cosmonly called wric acid.)
§oluble in blood and say be deposited anywhere. Since [
took the boef tea hot hot hot the eyes are much better.

“Heart. Wind brings it on usually. Even mllk? One night
1 found myselfl lying across the bod, with a welght on =y
breastbone, mnable Lo breathe..... Ultlmabely Lound the
rheumatise had attoacked the breastbone amd Lhercabtouls.
Had to nurse that for two days, Sleep! Hall hour Lln 24,
Sosotimes nong, Aut 1 Cind that by taking a good drink
avery two hours, and some *choc’ alter, | can got a lobL of
dase, and some sledp. Ocdered apecinl cloth bools Lo weoar
(B -

"Movey melting away [ast, | should like £20 loan L
posslble (Don't talk of glics), making LBD [.0.U.

“fjow is your Meuroj ! Heurasthenia, from which 1 suffered
for about 7 years.

"l have conquered the heart trouble for the sost part,
H:W: was not disturbed by m¢ at all last night, and a lot
of little things | can do myself. The walting on me s not
“hi

"Yalley of shadow. {] had told him of an experience of
=y owti.] | seant death by sulfocation and heart failure,™

On 7 May, 191) he wrote Lo “Mrs. Doctor Searle, F.R.5. etc.™

*1 have been Iinforsed that that odd man who writes
curlous plays has expressed siallar views to mine on
lenerals. 56 moch Lhe better for him.....

"I had to Lreathe rather hard to keep heart going; and
the siroks of the heart beciss a sort of loose flap. This
led Lo n consideration, 1 had overdone It. There was Lhe
cardiac to be consldered, and Lhat the principal work was
in weepling up the tesparaturs against the very adverse
wintry conditions, So I let Lhe heart baat as very softly
as possible, snd Introduced & sort of cardioseter.
Insiead of drinking wien | falt | wanted drink, I drank
a mepsured qumtity In slx goss, and watched progress of
aach; was each go follewed by passage of liguid Into
stomach of mot. In this way | got information as Lo what
was gelog oo and fellewed it wjp. (A dictor obce made =
drink soda water and Lhan |lstened with His stebhoscape
te tind out its progress In wy budy, The baive person




supposcs that whan Liguld is swallowed it muit pass into
the stomach.) | could also tell whether warnth from
cutside was needed. Floally, [ found that asms sust not
e leit outslde coflfin. They take scute rheumatiss. A Blce
warm woollen garment permanently cound arms and shoulders
was thae proper thing. M.W,. supplied that.

ery little sleep. Awiul pightmare and beart trouble.®

To Mro. Searls on 9 Hay,

"H.W, told e there should be a slope Lo the right in
the cardliac reglot,.. . Very vague. But thefe is seswihing
im it, for this is written oo & sloping basis, and the
halr bohin [ coab upwards in order to allow =y hair e
dry, or else be wet, as Lhe case may be, because it resis
ot low plllow and actually constitutes my owm meck. It
dovs work somehow.

Wpound out later than M.W. left a lot of sasp in =y
halr when she washed it. On washing it syself iy the
grittiness and stifiness entirely disappeased the hair
got guite soft.

s nlee litele girl, nased Feowick, staylag in Torquay
gave me some nice {lowers today, and Miss Wy {erthwilh
put thes in the one place in Lhe room where | couldn’t wew
Lhisl, . ues- This Little Miss F. in bere with ber murse.
They stay al some big hotel. [ expect Wiss F. captuled
MM, Miss F. L8 grandchild or seme other relation of Sir
A: Boble who lent me L300.™

He thought that & suggestion had been made to Miss by

" hat iL was oot right and proper [or & woman of 70 ta 12
nursing a man of ©): 1 teld W,W. she behaved as & Lrue woman

for once and | should mever forget it.*

Hithmummw.ﬁum'l povm Lo be

making sy progress,” 0llver wrole,

#10 he had asked o, 1 would have teld him aL en<e
‘splendidly, curing the fest rapldly!®

"ract Is, weather becoming warwsr. : at :: -lq::;
the hot alr cure (my own I'HxMIH. unless o
Temgr. ntr_hﬂwtb!ﬂfﬂlﬂlh““cﬁ.“
for comlort, by gas f(ire and external warmih, Ad L
sult wy feelings. Thn 1 1le on bed In & slald TALUTE .
save shirts (leese), with feet high. The swallom feat
lwgan Lo mend rapldly, -:-: u:i'.:ﬂ q. mﬂ;l are
oo, Lo suppori wei . LL . very
slow, 1 nnnlhumg'r-u.m tast, has Lo bw done by
nerve [orces The strain on Che heart bicemss |
Toss are turned outward, both feet; 56 1 walk s ewie
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slde of heels.™
o 26 Augest, 1913, he was evidently stromger.

“I hawve worked at finding the second solutions ol tiu
differential equations of the first and secomd cllipti
integraliscess

"iatest Intolligence ...... Now | get & hours of sleeg
a night as & rule, in detached pictes, Bul wwep mol Lor
B, [ &= resigned, and make scientiflc observaltlons on
everything. This Is the last. Severely bitten by twe [leas,
Mot coemon [leas. They walked about, Instead ol jusping
over the top of St. Faul's, as | was taught when a child.
Or clse they made very litile jumps, not highor than a
cottage. 1 think, therefore, they sust have been rat-
fleas, brought im by the Stitchill [m NL huuuil rake. In
general no [leas here at all, of any sort. Perhaps they

don't like Vinegar (Coak).™

e found It difficult to remember that he would never Lorgel
chat Miss Way had brhaved as a true wosan,

Wrhe poet said "Only man is vile', He was wrong. It's
woman tool Good Mary Way has gone lor good, 1 fear. She
forgets all I have done for her, grumbles at having teo do
any work at all for me.... T forgot the buttons.

Somotlmes she puts on buttons when they are all gooe, will
the thinnest possible cottom, and about 4 circuits, so Lthat
they are off ot first wash, if not before. That's funny.”

in Septomber, 1913, he was able to walk, bub with
difficulty.

"o fepfll, 12.30 a.m. Just back from post. First time
out. Took me 30 minutes to get to plllar box at West end
of Lower Warlerry Road and back again instead of 10
minutes! [ was antonlshed. 1t was a crawl, Yet 1 have
goined strength greatly in body and arms by the garden
work..sas 1 am really progressing in the feet, It is the
hoart 1 think is the worst sign., The shortness of breath
has largely disappeared, but the heart has not kept pace.
1t palns Lod,e."

On 9 September, 4.15 p.m.,

"only able to carry two loads [mnﬂ today. Last night's
walk tock the go out of my ankles. Ankilosis! 18 Lhat
what 1 suffer from?™

15 September,




&

Fax. H.W. sended wy socks abl last, =aited & long
Lime lor them. On Lhe other hand she pucled the polatous
against my vequesi. So it's a balence..... Eyes bad,

it ie the straln of x, ¥, =, 1 supposs. Weart pot 3o bad,
Still rather | picture of Caffer Elpght ahoulder bLilade
cricky. Carrying dict, | expect, But alter oy 1909
Lllness; uy shoulder blade Came right oul, Had o force

It into place again, | was so thin, How Lthe rils nevaer
et crlcky or dislocated.™

Pres C.V. Durton, an adsicer of Heaviside, wrote on
20 September 19l)1=

#1 saw Heaviside [ at Ilm['l.l'l.d.] at the beginning ol
August , and we have corresponded pretty regularly sime.
it secms Lo s vather appalling that in the feariul
illnesses he has, he doss entirely swithout sedical
advice. e says an ordinary doctor would b no good to
him - *would want to give me botiles' = Bul one reason
he gave lor seeing no doctor was his lack of means.™

im 27 September, Burton wrotei=

=en | saw 0.0, eacly in August, he was slewly
recovering from an illoess which he aseribed Lo urates.
fhe was hardly fit to be up and about, and he distredied
me greatly by golng through the house and finmally out
onto the doorstep in bare feet = =y owm SLrong -
corviction being that his feet should be kepl war=,

fir. Burton was scientific assistant to the Earl ol pethuley
at Foxcombe, Boars Hill, mear Oxlord,; about 1915. 1n Uhe wac
of 1914=18 he was at the Woyal Aircraft Establishaent,
Farnborough, Wants., and was engaged om experimemtal welh,.

1 was at the Establisteent in 1917 and 1918, Burton had an
accldent with the poisonous gas, phosgene, and died on

3 February, 1917, fis wite died T or 3 weeks later. From

9 August, 1913 to 30 Decesber, 1916 he wrote about 30 letters
to Oliver,

We wore at Torquay for Christmas 191) and saw oliver
suveral thues. we do nol resember thal he showed any signs ol
sirious Lllness, although be was wow Lar

from belng athletic.
Oliver

ME. W. Shepherd, then a Torquay rallng officer, sav
about his rates at least a doen tises frem 1921 Lo the end,
le never saw him 111,

L1}
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& letterc of 3 apeil 10 may bo glven neacly In Ll ls

"ng. Searle, F.R.G. W.0 .M,
“npar Sle and Lady Erlie plrd. | wonder that you are
not at the Hational Phyaical labomatory. It Secems Lhabl Ui

klpl of wo wolld puit you, and Lo Joss sOreylng Ll
bad boys |Cambridge Universlity Students, my |I'|l'll.ll'.-I  sand
good pay, and a title te follow, though none so good as

W 0 KM, I pob your letter this mornlng.

"The nidw E'-"-"'E eter goos O K. AL least LL Ls
conslatent in Ets behaviour. An up to date dieect roading
peter is much wanted, with a pressure gauge, but 1 con't

pet it. The weather 1s equinoxious; and very dinagrocalblo
to one who is confined Lo the house, bolklng cold and damp,
sometimes squally and rainy, It L8 always a bad vtime lor

me, ] hove sosebimos boon oubt Lo sweep up, wlc., bub It
wouldn't do, Too soon. and very palnful to the feet., The
gas 15 of muel better quality now, Lot there dsn't enough
of LE. My hot water clrculation i only & makeshifcr, very
chéap. 1t is the gas flires that are so expensive. More
tanks to store the hot water, and large pipes, would cost
a lot of soney. Bubt =y abolitlon of the kitchen flre, aml
substitution of a griller, saved o from the hospital
nursing hose, and doctors, and great expense; and roblery.
*l & mostly in bed, and have reduced rthe door-
nulsance Lo @ sinimmsm. Only visitors, the postman, the
pollceman, and the grocer. [ have taught the postman Lo
duliver without bringing me down, (trying to "mike me
hear' etc., wte.) The parcel people are bothering though,
82, IL possible, | have everything sent by Letter Post.
I must go down to the Constable, though, because he brings
Suesmant, Harrants, etc., and won't be satisfied to put
thes through the Letter opening. The grocer's man comes
once a week Lo the kitchen for orders, and they are
dellvered without bringing =e dowm. 50 the dosestic work
Ei- redoced to alsost nething. The principal source of
dirt' is sy bedroom; the [luff from the bed-clothes. The
guantity s astonlshing, apd it finds its way everywhore.
Furs woiuld do sway wilh most of that, The war will come
Lo an end is tise, when the sanctified League of Wations
doss, and we attend Lo our own business, amd let che
savage Russians, Turks, Kurds, arabs, etc. ete, fight
Ehelr own bactles In God's way, as described by the
sonsible Dr, Watis. [ have been much benol ited by Llyling




i bed:; the armistico winbor wis L|.|J'|'j.||]u. owlng Eo Ehe
guite arbitrary and stupld actlons ol our Hulers,
starving us of Food and Fuel, whon Lhoy had gigantlc
stocks storaed up, and avallable. Why should wié be stacvid
and frozen for tho sake of those blosdthirsty barbarians,

s J.T.I..ﬁ._l Bromwich did not come, and, as 1 did
not know where he was, [ could pot invite him, 1 a=
sorrcy mot to havae seon him,

“If you have any notion ol comlng here aftor Easter,
be sure to write in advance, and 1 will clear away a lot
of the (luff and make a cloar passage Lo ay def,

"I am reading up my old investigatlions in my books,
and more especially unpubllshed matber In my M35. books,
to geo-if 1 can get lnko proper fliness for a resuaption
of my proper work, what 1 was born for. put of course |
am scill on strike, and It may lust some Cime, [E was,

1 understand, that fanatie Lord Hobert Cecll, who was
the Eirst author of that Lraud, the Leajue ol Natlons
and Covenant and artleles. Rut what Basses The rest ol
them must have boen even Lo entertain the idea of the
possibilicy of Les ever belng practical in a aman

world. Nothing but mischief! has come oot of it so lar.

“jjor Ladyship and Sir Erlie Bird will I hope kecp-up
their spicits in accordance with the teocts of Lrus
WOrEETY.esss And don't walk off their legs. Lite is nol
workth that.

yours sincerely Oliver Heaviside, W.0.R.M."

LT}




THE LAST YEARS

ALl I koow of O)iver"s experiences alter 20 December, 1920,
el M pecember, 1924, is derived from letters (rom him or
from (Hlermation glven ee by pervons living In Torquay. Nond
of wy lettess to him after Jume, 1919, have survived. On 29
Movember 1921 he wrote that | seomed bugy, but had not found
tise to write Lo his about =y

"mysterious golngs on ab Chelstmas 190 with Lhe Amcricans
who wire golng to do such [ine things for we, all in plg-
In=aspoke style. My reply was just Lo ask Lor inlormation,
and, a8 revised by yoursell, was perfvctly courteous,. And
has it como to this., that they have doled out Lwo filfties
(£100)7 1 should not be surpclsed; having had experlence
with Asarlecons and thelr ways, Bub this smount of £100,
which my banker has lofdrmed me has boen placed Lo iy
ceedit at your instigation, suggests suspiclons of evil
comuinications of a lecal charagier, H..uLh‘hﬂL "local
character' means 1 do not knum} Do be candld and let ma
know what the [100 seani, Nothing but mischief comes out
of want of candour, and disregard for the wishas of a man
vho hai had to pay heavily fer his honesty,“

Be onds the letter on a )lghter tone. “Ladye Byrde will be
pleased to bear that the garden blrds are still pleking
at the bones of that fowl. Just In reseabrance of the
delicious treat they hod last Christmas?™

It will presently appear Lhal Lhe Aserlcans had no hand

in the wystery of the [100.

In hls lekter of & December 1921, Oliver says "1 asked you
to be camdld, and you are not so, but evasive, on the whole,™

*the two Elftles, or £100, 1 recelved two advices from
the Bank that you had put £50 and £50 Te my credit. £50
+ £50 = [100, That ls what the [100 meant. Bul you sent
only [0, Then the Bank haa oade a mistake (Mov the flrst).
| am writing about {t.™

Any money sent through se te Dliver's account al his Bank

went with the provision that it should not automatically go
to reduce any overdralt. IE was Intended lor his Lmeediate
use, Ll a cheque were made out Lo me, | could, by endorsing

ity pay it Into his account at Torquay. In this case, lt would
Ret agpear in By own account as (1) a Credit amd (2) a debit,

with the result thot 1 heve no record of i,

There woy some geoulns cemfunlion as to whelher Lwo sums ol



50 were p..Ld to his account or only one. It scems 'ﬁruhuhluu

that what was sent eventually saved him {rom belng "seld wp".
In September 1921 he was very near disaster, His

description, in a letter of & December 1921, runs thus:=

"] had arranged with the Police Inspector (Warrant
pificer) to pay the Gas and Poor L:nui'huu Logethor ,
and costs, on 20 September. Bub t Poor played me a
trick..... He sent Constable Brock to me on the 19th with

a demand for immediate payment, or distress would st once
be made. | was obliped Lo pay Brock. But it [chw\-ﬂ-*]""
dishonoured at the Bank! 1t was a nasty thing to do, seeing
that the amount of overdraft was under discusslon. 1 had

no notion they would do such a thing. The [nspector came
here with Brock on the 2lnd with the cheque stamped R.D.
{roturn Lo drawer), ['R.D.' actually means "refer” to
drawer, and does not necessarily mean that there are no
funds to meat Lhe chnq'u-t.} He was Very angry. It was a

slur upon his character. e came In and stuck tlckers

upon cverything (nearly) In the drawing and dinling rooms.
All to be taken away In van next sorning and sold at
suction, 1 offered to help him. He would not let =e have
any tickets though | asked for a bundle to take upstairs,
and 1 would stick them on everything there. No. Mow this
sale would have been throwing things away, under the
circumstances, 50 |1 thought that C. Heavislde and A W,
lleaviside might lend me [100 for the emergency. Brock,

who knows me better than the Inspector, offered to Lake

@ note to C,H, 1 told him very briefly of the
misunderstanding, and that his children and grandchildren
might be the eventual sulferers. Would he, or A.W.H., or
the two together, lend me [100, Brock also took this note
Lo the Bank, and then C.l, got ik.

“Reply next wornlng brought by a grandson, Bernard,
[Mnur-.l Willlams, son of Fred Willlams and Kachel Eliza
Meavinide], A mad letter, most insulting to me personally,
und full of gross sisstatesents of fact, I gave Bernard
oTL reply Lo go to Lhe Bank, and from the Bank to C.M.
Substance:= *No reply possible to your nonsense, 1 pick
out the only part that answers my application. Since
wither you alone, nor A.W.H. alone, or the two of you

together, will lend me the (100, 1 withdraw sy application,
I will (ind some other way.' (and | did).*
"The sale was stopped.™

[




Oliver Lound that he was only L1088 wrung in |l.u| izm
- : 3 ! TR T Euce Vo

account, counting up to JO September, when -

woney, and with all the gas and rates Lully paid up to Lhat

Jdate. The Bank Manager recommended Ché Hoad OLflue Lo renes

Fls loas up to the snd of Lhe year.

“yhion the Inapecter amd Brock came agalng 1 was able
Lo dhow them a note from Lhe Bank, sent by sessenger
suthorlsing me Lo withdraw up to L10, This.. ...
convinced the Inspector that | was really an honest man
and had not been husbugging his. He sbook hands on i, bt
I could see cthat he remained very sore aboubt Lt.

Bow you will see how the (100 suggestlon,.... Cam
about, Perfectly natural, and nothing in At. That's tiw
worst of It. 1 a= 450 out of pocket, eairfa. To pay @y Wiy
into mext year, I want now not [100 buc £B50. 10 1 can't
gut AL, 1 must sortgage cthe properiy. I sust avold thal,
LF 1 posslbly can. Purthereore, this Bank error would not
have arlsen had you sdvised me of the L30 remltialice, as
io usual with poople who understand the value of meney.

it has btakon oe some tlse te tell, not by any fault
af wine, but now I think I have turned the Lables on you.
Will you tell e tha nase of the genlleman who advanced
the (50, and when he d1d L, and why. And why to you,
rather than to oe. Why so mysterious] [ =might like Lo
thank his; and explain wy position,

“This trivial satter olcuples practically all your
lstter. For of the leportent satter, you just say "The wsan
who consulied me about a ywar ago has nol told se wiat
camt of his project.” Bul whai did you do? That's wihal |
asked about. | should like to ses t correspondence Lhat
passed betwsen you and his. | well know what you told e
last Chrlatmas, and what | said too.

"1 settled with the Gas Co, at the beglnning of aApril.
| santed credit till esd of Sepiember, 2z last year and
the yoar before. Of course | might have got credit lor
the next LLLL t51) mldumeer. In fact I reculved a very
civil note (a form) & little before midsusser resminding
Be Lhac | hee not pald, and asking ee Lo pay up ot my
sarllost convenience. But they cut of f the gas on
I5 august, Why they cut off, as a prelimisary to swssoning
#a for the msount dus, | have nob got tu the bottus of
yot. Thay dea't get the amount due any sooner, and they
loss & customer. They fine themselves to the extent of Lhe
révenue Lhay loss. It 15 & most barbarcus thing to do to

::"M“ C. | told them so. It is obwious. Bul I can’t

t“" @6 L. Thare are others besldes mo. IL secems



to bo the custom. And they won't put the gas on againl
fhat looks like spite, I can get nothing out of the
Secretary Lo the point. 50 1 am burning up the resains of
the (1lthy war epal. 1t Ls so awful, the dirt made in the
poom, that [ have only one fire so far In the drawing
room. 1 think [ shall have in some peat blocks, or peatold,
or other smokeless fuel. Dut even then there will be a lot
ol dirty work, theugh I can have several flres. It is
about 209 too cold In che house for me to have comfort.
put | sustn't complaln, being only & worm, as you know,
to be crushed by barbarlans and bullies.....

“i lie in bed to stand the cold as well as I can, with
a perpetual cold in the head, rtheumatism, gout and various
disagrosabilities. 1 find it hard to get sultable food
too. Something wrong at Lipton's. Bacon was nol delivercd
tho previous week, Wrote about it. No notlce taken,
yostorday, no delivery at all. 50 I am out of bacon, and
short of Mestles [ Tinned milk), and short of candles. My
dinner Ltoday wos one hard boiled cold egg, some soft
biscults, and some Nestle. But it is fac (real animal fat)
Lhe is needed An cold weather, Tather than sugar. Ask Che
Greenlanders. Sugar s good as a supplement. It L8 Loo
cald for e« Lo do any housework that 1 can aveld, and |
nuver wash my clothes, seve tha rag next the skin, by long
steepiong in cold water. All else 1l saturated with coal
dust.”®

A letter of 13 Deceaber 1911 from Oliver solves the L1000
mystery. On 15 Novesber a cheque for £50 sent by me was placed
to the credit of Dliver"s account at his Bank at Torguay. The
cheque was sade payable Lo me by Sir Joseph Larmor, whe wilshed
to remain anonymous. I endorsed It and sent IL Lo Toryuay with
the sequest that Oliver should be advised of its recelpt. We
wak sivised, but too much, for, by error, twoe advices were
sent, ooe by the assistant manager and one by the manager,

Mr. C.E. Hotherhss. Oliver sent e, [or inspection and Teturn,
a letter from the bank offering apologies, which he sald were
too profuse. He sald "1 also enclose a statesent In form of
an 1.0.U. [to G.F.C.5.]. 1 belleve it is strictly correct. You
should keep Lt safely, to send it in to my Executors ln case
ol =y presature death.™

He dilates further on his household affalrs.

"alter a period of cold weather wilh night frosis and
=uch tog, a mild period followed. Coming near the ewd of
the War coal, | wrote oo the 10th., te a msn in Toree

13
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B e et e
3 Lhey ASELTE L0 i auvance i
::E:?l E::n::h:li: prospl de?ivuryP:n Lhe T6th, There is
gvidently something uncanny about Peat and Peatold. In
reply, 1 said 1 would not teouble him., He would have L
*deliver the goods' amd 1 would pay the bill by chegue
at the door.

“rhat belng over, and time lost, 1 ordorod § Lon of
whitewny and Ball®s "Best’ [or quick dellvery, and lel s
know bélorchand whan it would arrive. [ also told him
about the P. and P, man, but | would not order smoks less
fusl for fear of uncanny complicatlonu. Thoy charge b
whlllings @ ton net cash. I must wall and see whiat will
happen, Ball 1la one of the Barbarians.

"pobby Lcnnu-hlc nmr_kl tells m# that the |...-.]
Barbarlan Dlrectors are very rich men, and don™L care o
rap about losing geod revenue. They cut oll the goas Livsl,
and then summon for payment of arrears, just Lo save
trouble In the offlce, The reason seems Inadoyuate, [ have
reason to belleve It Is to [righten people [rom making
complaints, the Cas Co. belng & great sinoer. Also the Acl
of Farlissent of 1920 isposes certalin duties upon Lhem as
cegards pressuce and guallty which | believe Ll do not
carry out,; Thelr Solicitor will give no information.™

After [ had Ollver®s letter of & Decesber 1921, [ wrote o
some frlends and, with theic belp, 1 sent & total of [S0=10-
Lo his sccount at Lloyds Bank, Torquay. The Bank ackoow]edged
the recelpt of my cwn [10 on 1) December. Dr. K.T. Glasebrook
pant me & chegue on 17 December, and thus IL I8 clear that |
sent the cheques to the Bank as Lhéy reached me. All the Ranb
recorés of that date were destroyed in Lhe Bank®s ordinary
rowl | e .

The Icatitution of Electrical Englneers came Lo his help,
On Il Decembar 1920, Mr. R.H. Tees, Chief Clerk of ths
Institption wrote as follows:-

“l enclose & copy of a letier which has been dispatcied
Lo Rr. 0. Beavislde todey....: Your suggestion that any
temitiance forwardsd to the bank on Mr. Meaviside®s Leball
Should be placed Lo his current account has been acied
Upen, You wlll zecolleck thal we discussed the point with
Lhe Manager of Lloyds Bank who sald yhat By WOy
torwarded on behall of Mr. O, Heavinlde would e placed
ts the "r-’l" 14 his ﬁrdi.“." Currenl sccounl sl wedald
fol go towards any reduction of the Motk gage uniens
Instructions wete received [rem Mr. Heavialde himawll Lo



that effect. The question of supplesenting Mr., Heavislde's
annual incomeé will be considered at the next mesting of
the Committee to be held in the New Year. Yours etc,

K.li, Tree,"

The letter Lrom the President of the Institute F&m=

"My dear 5ir, The Councll of the Institution of
Electrical Enginoers have heard with much distress Lhat
the Income abt your Iiln:pninl is Insufficient Iin thess days
of high prices, and taxation, and on behalf of the
Institution I have ventured Lo remit to your bank at
Torquay a cheque for £100 to be placed to the credit of
your currént accounk.

"The Councll desires me to ask that you will be so good
&% Lo interpret the actlionm which they have taken as a
slight evxpression of their high apprecistioa of the
valuoable scrvices rendered by you to Electrical Sclence
il Engineering, and to add rchat they leave It entlicely
to you Lo decide whether you will so sccept this sum, or
whether you would prefer to regard it as a persomal loan,
Yours &tc, J.H, Highfield.,®™

T



GILL

on 1) December 1920, Mr. (now Sir) Frank Gill, of Western

Electric Company Ltd., wrote to =« as follows:-

“You may resmber some little while age wo had a
corcespondence on the subject of Oliver Heaviside, and |
am now in recelpt of sose Information from the 5tates in
which conslderable concarn is expressed on account of the
poor conditions in which they noW find him. A$ an exasple,
I have copins of letters (rom Mr. B.A, Behrend of foston,
Dr. W, K, Whiltnoy of Schenectady and Dr. Weintraub at
present In Parls, In each of these, serious concern ks
shown and 1s exempliflied from the following quotatlons,

"puring the war, his condition had bocome wo bLad

that he had becowme a pormanant Lovalld elthout Lhe
means [or decent warm clothing and lood sulted to the
sick-bed,"

"1t wan & shock to me to learnm of the poverty In which

the great English physicist, Oliver Ueavizlide, is
Living:"

*sy owm fesllng is that ft would be such nicer for us
Lo asslst Mr. Heaviside now than Lo put [lowwrs on an
expensive tombatone later!®

"The object of this letier 15 to ask (1) what is
Heaviside's Teal [inanclal condition. (1) Would he accept
financial assistance coming [rom sose of the big
Engimeering Companies in Lhe States, particularly General
Electric Co,, and the Western Elsctric Co., as an
acknoviedgenent of the work he has done for the Electrical
Enginsering, and (J) what would be the best way of
approaching him ou the subject.

“1 == sending & copy of this letter to Sir Eichard
Clarebrock as | s= most srmious to be of any assistance [
can in Lhid satter and to move quickly."™

While he was living In Cambridge - [ do not resesber the

enact date,~ | had & talk wich Sir Elchard Clazebrook, F.R.5..

Ill‘-lil.:ﬂm“'f of the National Physical Laboratory, sbout
Oliver's condition and difflcultlon. | know Lhat he was

antiousr that Oliver should Le helped, but | do oL know bl
ba Say have dons In the matter. From Qill's reference Lo him,
It would appear that G111 was swars of ihat interest.,

I baw that Oliver's [inances were low, but | had ne mseans




of knowing the exact position, | could mot tell how he wold
take Mr. Gill's ldea, and the caly thing was to ask his. On
the morning of Lhe [iest Sunday after Christsas (Dec. ), 1
went Lo Hoeelield and said that I wanted ro talk serioualy to
him. He sald "What about?™ | said | had had s letter frem a
man, “What man?®™ he sald. | said [ did mot feel suthorised to
give the nase. | sald the san thought he could get some money
{ros Companies In Aserica, and that he wanted to hmow If
Oliver would be willing to accept 1t. ™| demand the fullsst
particulars™ he sald. He was quite unwilling te consider
snything of the sort. ™1 sust make some reply,” [ sald, and
he dictated Lo me the rudest thing be could construct, T sald
I could not sepd that, and we agreed on something milder, asd
this [ sent to Mr. Gill. I sew Gil1l a little time later Im
London and told him of oy experiences. Mothing came of the
idea, But Oliver was highly offended.

It may have been il health, but Mr. Shepherd"s experiences
strengithen oy leeling that it was his anger agalnst ==, which
K¢pt us. at bay when we went to Torguay for Christmas, 1921,
n 12 December, 1921, he wrote,

“Yours ZJist., It is not possible [or me Lo say now wheLher

1 can see Mrs., 5. and you on Christmas day. Don'L put
yourselves out about it. But §if clircumstances should lesd
you Lhis way at the tise you sention, | shall be walting,
ar else, you will find & note of excuse outside the door...
1 receolved yours of 18th, and fall te [ind In It any
answer Lo my enquiries about last Christmas®s affalr

[F. Gill*s enquiry]. Evasion agaim..... [ wish Ladye Byrde
ared yoursell a Nappy Christmas in any case. [ den'ty think
it can be here, Yours.... Oliver Heaviside, W.0,0.M."

Wit went to Hosefield on Christmas day, but 4id sot gain
admlttance . Outslds the door was & note of 13 Decesbar,
together with that of the Zind which had not besn posted. The
mnote of the Jith rang=

“vours 23rd, ... The usual postsen don't cose mow, and
1 have not been able Lo catch ths sxtra sen to tell Lhes
what Lo do with sy letters. [ The regular postssn 4 have
posted any outgoing letters eut Inte the parch]. will
you e good enough Lo pul the enclossd stamped leller in
the post. Enclosed I alse a letter for you, slssps
piemarverid .

| am very lnrql.hﬂiltlllﬂwwd
you Loday, But don't let that put you out. | daresay the
Pittle walk han done you geod, So you may go heee and

stull yourselves In the usual way with ssirs appelile. To
n

—————————————————



gn@ Lm wy sitwatlon, christeas is che grealesh cufsc O

Lhe yual,
thi wieel hesbugping

"1 1 - L
oliver Heaviside, W.0.R.H.

thing lo jore amd aibter. With
upseiling everything long bekers & L -

compl lsents of the svason, YoufS....

things might have turmed out differently if I had told him
wha had writien to me. 1 Lelieve now Lhat | mpde a mistake Lh
pot Laking him into sy cenfidence. 1 Uiought 1 waf ofLing
discroatly, bul =y digcretlon cost s desr, BOT, uLL-:-r - -
December, 1970, 1 did ot see him "till Japuary, 1923, ShOLLLy
weiore his deach. We did nol leave Torguay "till % January
1921, but he did pot adsit me alter my Ydiscretion®
just stated, we were not admitted at Chrismmas 191 or on our
visfe to Torquay at Christeas L921. We did mot go Lo Toryuay,
for Chrisimas 1923. When we got there on 31 December, | 19Ja,]
he was near his death.

I have at least Che consolation that he knew Chal [ wias his
friend. On the dey on which, in utter weakness, he was Temoved
to the Nursing Home, there were two doClors and a constable
In sttendance during tho day, buc he kepl them St Bay rill
altor 9 p.on. bocouse he woanted Lo doe me.

L did not soo him again "till vory ocar the eénd. We arrived
at Torquay on J) Decembor 1926, On 21 Decwnber he WEobu ss
Liviely and humergous lebter desceiblog hig recent Lall Leom o
ladder, and showing that he was scill the swew old, edd amd
implah oliver. We saw bl on, probably, | January 1925, jlo was
yellow, and a day or twe ssrlicr bad written “Jaundice, so
don't expect much.® (o asked us to get him sone hoddeerchicols,
We took them the next day, but falled to gut Lo, Abgut &
Jenpary, wé learmed,; aboubt b.30 p.m., that ofn Lhal =urnlng he
had been- [ound unconscious im his bowse Ly his [althful
policemsn Ceiend, Henry Brock. Tuo doctors were called Lo by
his relatives, but the old man's urgent desire Lo sec we
delayed any actlon until | could come. About Y p.m. one doclor
drove B¢ Lo "Homeilsld™, where 1 found Rrock and Lhe other
docter. 1 then interviewed Oliver. As It would have beon
izmpopsible to purse him at "Hooefleld™, the plan arranged
earlier by his relatives was ger in motlon, and he was Loken
that evening by asbulance to the Mount Stuarl Nurslng Hose.

E went with his. after a few days he was betier, and [rom tlen
till the end of our hollday on 19 January, we had tea with
him neacly every day. He soon settled down and enjoyed the
attantion of Lhe murses and the good food. Full of [ he
dubbed the Little ward mald “The " Pt
Marchiness™. Mr Toew, Chiel
Clerk at the Institution of Electrical Enginesrs, cass Lo
1:‘1"&# M et him geveral times ab tea in Oliver®s gpous
n « Oliver had dyed his heir Llack, and, while L was

day. AS




wil, be wWore a fea-cosy on his hwad. [ [oursd LR

T, Wilh Ehe Bank Manager, [ s«

next day for Oliver's Farsday and other

valdablés. (€ nDdrses washed his hailr

o el . Wilh hls mhiiiie

nair, e 1o0Ked Very handsome. He won Lhe affection ol L

nucses Wi athers in CLhe Home. The loltlal leprovessnt was mot

BuibCalnedy L SuCCuwmSed Lo various complications on J

February 1925. His brother Charles had diecd on 25 Decesber

tegends grew up aboul Oliver. I believe 1| do rlight ro
tal he was never a "mental™ fovalid.
was a4 Lirst rate oddity = he was Oliver. [ kad
or 31 years.

reCOorfd Lhe Cconvicllon

CoUuTsT o

Iezdiii HiLS ITlEfd

Ti




FIDEE

Mr A R, Hider, ol vopeta™, Braddon Road West, Torguay, Lave
] interview on I8 ecenber 1969, He was an leciclalan
With Mp. Graham, ol wWollswood, Torquay, an tluvcirical
contractor, 1n the sumser of 1921, he was putting wloctrcical
fictings Into ¥ent's Ccavern, and there ho mel Canstdable Arock,
who asked hin LE he had a galvenometer. prock sald he wantod
Lt for Oliver and that he (Brock) would be responslble lor Lt
peburn, Rider let Brock have {t and frock took Rider with him
when he took it to HomeEleld, This was Lhe thrat timo Hider
waw Hesvislde, 0llver expected them and promplly admitied
them, If Oliver know at what Lime rock or obther known person
would coms, he would be on the alert and would gulckly opon
the door. 1f the time wan nol known, knocking on the door
prodoced no result. On this occaslon, they wers admitted to
the house. Oliver asked Kider Lf he could get him any little
pleces of slecirical spparatus he might need. He asked Rlder
his name and address and sald he would cosmunicate with him
aither direct or through Brock. Rider next gol a post cars
from Oliver asking his to bring two Leclanche Cells, and had
he & rheostat of 150 ohms] Nider made Lhe rhecsiat, Kider
reported to Brock all that he did, and Brock would return Lo
Rider any apparatus which Oliver ne loager required. Rides
want to flosslield pechaps 3 or b tioes. Oliver had Lh
slectrical things in an attlc, He did not aee Ollver use Lhes,
and he did not tell Nider what he was dolng with Lies, Oliver
had & "mully® Clock, The pendulum had a persanent magnet at
right angles Lo the stalk of the pendulus, and the ends ol
this magnet soved in acd out of two colls. These colls were
periodically commected, through the clock sechaniss with a dry
battery, which supplied the energy rogqulred for maintaining
the mation. | can resssber the clock. Rlder took dry bLatterics
::' :J::ll.-:tln::: wﬂlﬁ- on oo or two occasions, and evithor

L ey i
S RSEE Eh 1 he ek opening allowed by the door chaln

Rider could not afford to give spparatus and his tise to
:::"' without payment, and as he was not in good health,

ing been “gassed™ In the war of 191&-1918, he lelt oft
dealings with Oliver,

m"‘“‘m':‘: pay small sums on bebalf of Oliver, without

that Brock had --“I-l.’l' repayment. But kKider feels certaln

financial help for ul‘l"“‘lﬂ’?‘“l sources of counsiderable

i - . Brock would ke unlikely to disclosc
Sources of these payments. Rider believes Lhat id

Bills for Oliver without BEGCK . )

bank sccount. tha business passing Licough Oliver's

T




BOYAL SOCIETY

Oliver Heaviside was #lected on & Jule 1891, The cercificare
testilying te his recosendation is dated [0 February 18590,
and was read to the Soclety on | May 18%0. Sir Oliver Lodge
was his proposer and the Qualifications and sose other
pacticulars are in his hand-writing. aAll cthe papers sentioned
are reprinted in Vols. | and I of Heaviside's "Electrical
Papera®™, They are listed below by thelr places in those
volusos, Thum, the second paper (from The Electriclan) beglns
an ps 151 of Vol. 1. The easential parts of the Certificate
are glven belowy=

{ Mam ) Oliver Heaviside

(Title or Designation) seses

(Prolession or Trade) Wone

(Usual place of Resldence) [JFaipgoton, Devon.
Gualifications.

Léarned in the Sclence of Electromagnetiss, having
applied high sathenatics with powsr and Success Lo Lhe
deve lopment of Maxwell's theory of slectromagoetic wawve
propagation, and having extended our knowledge of facta
and principles inm several directions and inte grest
detail. He is author of the fellowing papers ssoug sy
others;-

1,429 and 11,39; 1,353; 1,25%; [,231 and 277; 1T, 304;
11, GG68; 11, 375; 11, 355; 11, 168; IT, 1; LI, &90;

11, 519; 1, &7; 1, 53; I, blj I, ?1; I, 93§ I, 1IN,

The Certificate continues
Oliver Heaviside] being desirous of admisslon ingo
the EOYAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, we, the undersigned, propose
and recomsend his as deserving Chat honour and ad Likely
to become a useful snd valuabile mesbsr. Dated this 10th
day of February, 1890."
Thi nase of Oliver Heaviside is in the handwriting of

Oliver Lodge. The signatories are:-

From Geperal Encwledge From personal Keowledge
1.7, bottoaley oliver J. Lodge

AW, Eucken wWillles Thomses (Eelvis)
AN, Eeineld GCeo. Fras. Filzoerald
Jahan Perry J.M. Feynting

J. lopk inson i, T, Glasebrook

J. A, Dwing

G. Carsy Foster

GV, Days -

Sheliord Ridwell




| met all the signatories emcept J. Hopeinson and Shellerd

pldwell, and some | knew well. That Lodge met Heaviside al
St. Auguitioe's Road Casden Towm, Londen, on Suivday, 10 Marc
1889, is recorded in & jotter (rom Heaviside to Lodge. |
know of any other mecting with Lodge. FitzGerald was al fra iley
View, Newton abbot on one day between 16 and 19 Seplesier 1858
and had & cycle ride with Oliver. In a letter Lo Slr Josaph
Larmor [ Nature, 7 March, 1901] oliver says

"1 caly saw him twice knowingly, once lor Lwo hourg, and
then again for six hours after a "long interval®.™

ot

FitzCerald died In February L9001, and bence Lhe "Lwo hours"®
sust have been prior to L9 by a "losg Interval® aed carlier
than 10 February 16%0, the date of the certificate. Heaviside,
with his parenis, lefit London in the sutusn ol 188%, and thus
the [wo-hour sesiing was probably Iln London. Ooe lelier ol
Fitagerald was as early as December 1688, | belisve that Lodgs
and FlEzGarald were the enly twe slgnaiteries who cver saw
Neaviside.

The following candidates were elected into the Royal Soclely
on & June, 1691:-

Anderson, William; Bowen, Prof. F. Ofpen, D.Sc.} Conroy, Sl
John, Bart., M.D.; Cunningham, Prof. D,J., M.D,} Dawson, G,M,,
D.5c.; Elllott, Edwin DB., M.A.; Frankland, Pral. Percy F., DaSc;
Glichcist, Percy C.; Halliburton, W.D., M.D.; Weaviside, Oliver;
Marr, John E., H.A.; Mond; Ludwig; Shaw, W, Mapler, W.A,;
Thompaon, Siivanus P., D:5¢:) Tleard, Captain Thomas M., KN,

AL [irst; Dllver was reluctant to allow Lodge to propose hiae
a8 a Candldate for the Koyal Soclety. But, in the end, Lodge
persuaded hlm to accept the offer. Oliver's viows as Lo
candldature are exprogsed in the [ollowing two lettors Lo Lodge.
1f, as it seems, thore wera other letters, they were not
preserved by Lodge.

"30 January, B9, In my dealt reply to yours ol tho I/th
1 advanced 7 reasons for doclining your offer! jwt on
subimlssion to ey brother, although he has not demaldahoed
them; yet he brought some welghty reasons the other way. |
wi llluuri. I.hu'ti:!rr-l. trouble you with them, exceopt obe.

8 It not & fact that a Candlidate for the E.5. may be
down on the list for years? Wothing would be more d
disagreeable to me. | would not be a Candidate I there were
ﬂ th of refusalac the first. If a man is good enough,
ot shown Lk, why should he be a suppliant, so to

"I, on the other hand
i You could assure me that there
would be no diffieultion in the way, and that lmmediate




election H..!!l a Boral certainty, why then, 1 should sccapt
your kind oifér with the greatest le: and, In amy
case, [ consider it to e an honour to be proposed by you.
0. Heaviside

"F.5. If you have any curlosity, serely as s matter of
curlosity, to see the & other reasons, some of which you
may think very eccentrlec, [ will send you sy drafc. It is
not an umixed honour to be F.R.5. now-a-days.
the Council List! okt

"2 February, 1889. Yours J1 January, | have mislald the
sevien chaspions [Ilﬂ.lm'l or else the docusent has gone
to light the fire. But Lt iy of Do consequence. Four were
cancelled, and the other three are summed up in

folo supplicari?

"1 a= not at all sure about the Latinity, bot you know
what it is adapted 1::-.['5:!: eplscoparif | do not want to
be made a bishop.]

"You =ay judge of the Intensity of sy feslings as to
possible rejection by the fect that | have so good o man
as you for ey proposer and no less than Sir W. T. for
peconder, and still 1 am not happy. (1 had & wicked
mamzy , 4 wore than brutal pappy; they kicked =, strapped
me, {logged o, whacked me. Still 1 was not bappy!)

“you must allow Lor personal equatien. Lots of good men
supplicate year alter yvar. Why shouldn't 17 As | betier
than they? The honour of belonging (alter rejectlons)to
such an august and dignilled body s transce Lhe
precious relic of self-respect that is lelt In me by nol
tecoming a supplicant.

“Look at it this way too. If & man should talk to me
about the ridiculous absurdity of my not taking the k.5,
and its rules as 1 [ind them, or adapting mysell to chem,
especially as there (s no reason to suppose they will
alter them in my favour, 1 should say, 'The sase argument
applivs to all anclent Institulions, Ways, =anners,
customs, ctc, otc.; and Ll followed universally would
result in wniversal stagnatlon and eternal perslstence of
the unfit.

S ome must decline to adapt himself, and not
'prcfn’ r:wdrnld way®, like the fishes St. Somebody preached
to. and sosebody always does. In face, a good many
somebodies do. They are Innti:: :n:h:cuuuu; no doubl
but tiey prepare the way for deslrable changes.

"ty z.-yjn T: very ihﬂ:t and plain. 1f a man I8 ‘Mb-
enough, and has shown it in his work, hoe deserves “duu"l.
wloctud without belng o suppllant and i the rules :

!

d



allow this, they should alter the rules,

Pow 1f 1, after putting my poeck Ln the noose, should
find it pulled cight the first goj 1 should bwe bound Lo
squeal.. In plain English, if after becoming a suppliant
{or candidate, §f you Like) my [lrst supplication should

be rejected, I should be bound to answer the Soub by

withdrawlng =y supplication. Perhaps 1 mipght o in Lo
howling at the R.5. just to case my wounded [eolkngs,
b Morgon used to do that, 1 think,

" bolleve Lt would be unpleasant to you UL | wWera
rejocted, No one but myself can tell how disagrecoble Lt
would bo bo me,

"Wou cxpress somié doubls as to election blest go, as
you sy I”.]I"t”,.' Anyore is elected [irst B ]l.- thig iu
really so, would It not be better to postpong the multer
untl]l the Council has been educated up to the marki That
i an offensive way of puccing ft, bot you wen'L tell the
GCouncil of Lt, or my chonce would be gone for ever! You
will probably be In communicatlon with Sir. W. on Lhis
matters 1 hope you will let him know sufficlently of the
reason of my reluctance, as 1 should be grieved to offond
him.

"My remark "Look on the Councll List' referred to one
name In particular; litcle less than a scandal Lo e
thers.

"1 2o appreciate the honour of assoclatlon with the
Fresident and Secretary and other emloent men; but [ have
:"E:nlif 1] veneration for Antiquity. I think ey historic
sense ix imperfectly developed. Ancestor worship Is not
in =y cresd. [ think our ancestors were no better (nob o
bit) than they should be; present lot much better; futurs
lots better seill.

Oliver was clected on & June 1891. A copy of Lhe Statulus
would be sent his lemedistely, and prompl reaction [ollowed.
On & June ke wrote to Lodge;=

“The Secretary R.5. has sent =e a sort of Haleas
Corpus:= Yet ome thing Hore
before
Thou perfect Be
Fay u® thrée Poun'
Come up Lo Town
And then admitted pe
But If you Wont
Be Fellow, then Don't,




| don't object to the three poun® {[]}; bt the
exhlbicion clause Is qulte new Lo Be, It L3 made g sine
qua non of admission to fellowship., Now it is ome thing
te o to the Soclety because you have a right to go, qua
Fellow, lait quite another thing to be ordered to attend
to b admicted as & Fellow, else null and void. Is ic
gerious, or shall I lec it slide and take no motice]

“The Statutes ace amusing; and [ felt ioclined to
Veontemptuously and contumaclously® [Statutes, Chapter 1.']
revile the Soclety in thelr own words,

"I have been slaving oaway ab sy paper; expanded It to
WS pagus, and now [ see in the Statutes [ =ay lose sy
labour, It may not be printed.”™

part 1 of his paper "On Operators in Physical Mathematics®™
wis recelved by the Royal Soclety on 13 Decesber, 1891, and
wis publlished in Vel, LIT of "Proceedings® on 1 February 1893,
Fart I1 was received B Jume, 1893 and published on 13 June in
vol. LIV. The speed at which Part [l passed through the
printer's hands was very remarkable.

A Part I1] was sent To the Royal Society, but ché Society
declined to print ft. 1t was later returned Co Heavislde. Its
rejection was a source of intense annoyance to him. Whether
its substance can be traced amcng the papers he left resains
Lo be seen.

The musber of Fellows elected at any annyal election is
small cospared with the masmber of Candidates, and thus
fullure o secure election sust be the lot of the great
majority. The list of Candidates froa which 15 Fellows were
wlected in June, 1891, contained 68 nanes. Heavislde was
clected at this his [irst and only "go'. In the list were
5ilvanus P, Thompson and Joseph Larsor. Larsor was slected
in June, 1892 at his second "go'; Thompson was elected in
Junw, LBE%1l, at his chird go.
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Oliver Heaviside, the man
G.F.C. Searla (Ed: 1. Catt)

Mo full blography of Ofiver Hoaviside
has been published Whan thal gap 13
thesa recolischons by GFC
Searle will be an important source for
tha description of Hemvsde's wiy ol
e Hesvimds endured wilh Wiy
humour, the discomforts of o haalih
mdnl'rmwmnlpmw.m
mnde himseldl & peisonsr in his Own
hous, mﬂ'ﬁ;hﬂf and fawar visilora
Saenrla was fast WAk with thi Bced-
amic wond, Arhough Searle was ond of
fha lew who undarsiood part at least of
Hoavmde's work, This Dook & Con-
carnad only with the persgn and nol the
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unpublished for 37 years more, and i s
no longel n e edilors possoasion
Ingvilably one asks whathar the tax i3
genuing Almost cartiunly, yon, Soaria’s
atyla s nimitable, and 80 1§ Haaviside's
in tha laties that are guoted Bul Seans
tokd ma n 1850, &t the Heaviside Con-
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