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PREFACE

Hyncote, 270 H i22a Read, Cmsbridge. 
Dear M r. H o ld in g , ^  fa b .  2950.

2 have a c c u ^ ia te d  a  i e t  o f  m ateria2 , say 50.000 words ea 
**0.M. the se^s*. Anyooe who w r ite s  about him as he was w i i i  
have mo m a te r ia l but * * a t  i s  qu eer, - im p ish - i s  the term  to  
d e s c r ib e  him. He was much amused e t  h issseif and 2  b e iie v e  
wanted o th e rs  t o  share the anus assent. 2  do not b e i ie v e  that 
anyone cou id  out o f  h is  own im agination concoct the queer 
th in gs  he d id .  Th is ioug account o f  mine w i i i  be to o  iong fo r  
p u b lica t io n  in  the Centenary p u b ilca tlon  put out by the in a t. 
E .K . Some o f  those who have been working on O.H. agreed w ith  
me when i  suggested  th a t the iong account wouid be b e tte r  
pubiished as  a  booh than kept a s  a  typed doct^emt a t  the in s t .
E .E .,  which was the f i r s t  id e a . !  am suppoeed to  moke a  short 
account -  5000 words o r  so -  f o r  the Centenary, which couid 
be done f a i r i y  e a s i iy  from my iong  account. Those working on 
O.H. suggested  a  Pub ilah lng f in e  as a  p o s s ib i l i t y  and th e ir  
rep re sen ta t iv e  was h ere  today and has taken a  b ig  batch o f 
my MS. t o  see what they th ink  o f  i t .  There seems to  be some 
so rt  o f  a vers ion  t o  having O.H. describ ed  as he a c tu a iiy  was. 
i t  sooms to  bo thought that a i l  th a t is  wanted is  fo r  people 
to  bo to id  what is  in  h is  books. A c tu a iiy  they con got h is  
books and can read them and understand them, i f  they can. I 
f e e i  sure th a t many wouid be g iad  t o  know something o f  the 
eean h lm se if. ! f  they d o n 't  understand the Operetionei 
Caicu ius th ey  m ight fin d  some entertainm ent in  iesrn lng  why 
O.H. went about f o r  a  month in  the head dress o f the Tuarego 
o f  the Sahara.

!  met O.H. f i r s t  in  M 92. 2 stayed w ith  him in  M97 end 
i§99 . in  Jan 2925, a  month beforo  he d ied , !  t o id  the two 
doctors  who were w ith  him to  take him to  s  Muraing Home. He 
had kept them a t  bay a ! i  day and wanted to  see me. Mrs. Sesrie  
and i  must have seen him over 200 tim es. O liv o r  Lodge saw him 
ones in  M69 ( !  th in k ) and Or. Crowther, ia t e  P ro f. o f  Physics, 
Reading, saw him once f o r  4 hour in  !914. He is  as fa r  as ! 
know tho o n iy  i i v in g  E nglish  p h ys ic is t  who over saw him. !  am 
o v e r  S5. 2 f i  do not do a good account o f  O.H. there is  no 
one i e f t  t o  do i t .

Your k in d iy  thoughts f o r  me emboiden me to  ask s question . 
Supposing th a t the Pub lish ing firm  w i i i  not do the book e t  
a l t  o r  w i i i  not do i t  un iess i t  i s  much cu t down end much o f 
the human s id e  cu t ou t, wouid Standard Telephone 4 Cabies i ik e



to  d o  scseething w ith  i t ?  1  U tittk  i  have seon  a  cop y  o f  you r 
.  c < * * .  but 1  cannot r e c a l l  a n y th in g  abou t s i z e  e t c .  I t  

stigh t be p o s s ib le  t o  l e t  i t  run as  a  s e r i a l ,  in  p a r t e ,  and a t  
end c o l l e c t  the p a r ts  In to  a  volusae.

t have spen t p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  my t im e  s in c e  A u gu st on  t h i s  
work and n a tu ra lly  ahould be a o r ry  I f  n o th in g  came o f  i t .  Some 
q u ite  erroneou s th in g s  w ere a a ld  abou t O .H . and th eao  1 have 
t r i e d  to  c o r r e c t .  One Atnoriton  w r i t e r  in  an o b itu a r y  o f  O .H . 
s a id  T h e  E n g lish  p eop lo  hung him  on  th e  h ig h  g ib b e t  o f  
p o v e r t y . "

. . . .  Yours a in c o r e ly ,  C .F .C .  S e a r le .

id tta t 'e  rtefat*.
tb ia waia*a ts aattb taadiag fa t tbtaa taaeaaa. r ir a t iy ,  i t  is  about 

on. at tba staat attanttite, and eetoadty i t  ia  about one o f our s fa ta a t  
eriaatieta. i t  is  tbs aaiy pabiiebad btagtapby of Oiiwar Maawiaida.

Tba tbitd taaaaa fa t  taadias i t  is  iia itad  to H u*tots a f atiaoca aod 
the aatlalogy at atiaata. the babawioor af tba S e ia a ii f i t  tatabiiabaaot 
tbaa farad by tba b r iiiia a ta a f Maawistda aaa iataaaaiy p a iit ir a i  aad 
daatrartiaa. f t  fa iapartaat fa r  a tiaatiata  to  ba aada aaata o f tba 
frraapoaafbfa babawiaar a f iaadara a f iaaraad aatabiiabaaata tdtaa fatad 
by a tbraat ta  tbais paaitiao ia  tba fara  a f a r ia a tif i *  baaabtbramtba.
A eaatary ia tar. i  ayeaif aat w itb aaoetiy tba aaaa biad af babawiaar froa 
iaadara af tba i . s . i . ,  tba iaat. tbya.. tba rrafaaaara a f s ia e tr ica i 
tasiaaarias aad aa aa <*aa ia  ay tara i  ptadatad aa)ar adwaataa ia  
aiaetraaasaatie tbaary. tiba  ttaawiaidaa. ay aarb aae aapptaaaad -  ia  ^  
caaa fa r  aara tbaa taa yaara. rortmtataiy tba aupptaaaiaa bae now aodad, 
aad i  pabiisb asaia ia  tba top )oar*aia aad eoafaraasaa. Taa yaara ia  a 
teas tiaa  baaaa er ,  aad i  fa i iy  ^daratastd wby maawiaida aaa paraaaaatiy 
atarrad. ae i  aa o f taa aaid to bawa baaa.

Tba jadsaaaat o f biatory ia  friwaioaa. OH war aaaaiaida aiaaat 
diaappaarad froa tba ratard fa r  tba iaat f i f t y  yaata. Wutias that patiad 
ba ta wafaraatad ia  any tazt baab aa atactroaasaatie tbaory, aitbousb 
bte raatribatiaa ta  tba aabjaet ia  aa iapartaat aa aayaaa'a. i  ayaaif 
t....ttb a d  tba aab)att tar taatwa yaara witbaat coaiag arraaa b ia tmtb.
!  aae *a*m*Ha ia  tba prataaa af ra-diaeawariaz tbietza baotm by Maawiaida 
a taatary bafara, tba* ooa day a  aaa-aeiaatiat iad oa to  b ia .

^aatia, aaawtetda'a ftiamd, aaa aorriad abaat tba iatb at racos*itiaa 
aatad aat ta haawtsida. Araaad tSSO ba WTota a biagtapby ta  baip ta  tisbt 
tba araas baiaz daoa ta  b ia  by b ia tory. Tbia ra*ai*ad mtpabiiabad <mtii 
tba aaaanript aaa raraatiy diatawarad by aa ia  roaaatlc eiresmataar aa.

For racon t backgrouna o n  ib e  c o n t in u in g  prob lem  o i  m p p rea a io n  
in  a c ia s ^ e , I  recommend my a r t i c l e s  i n  a - lo c t r o u ic s  ^nu w ira ie s a  
a o r lo ,  uac b7 and Jon od.
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OLIVE* HEAVISIDE, THE MAH. 

IMIHODUCTIOR

In  the fo l lo w in g  sketch  !  have attempted to  g iv e  a pea 
p ic tu re  o f  O l iv e r  H eevia ide a *  Mrs. S eerle  and I  knew him.
1 have h ard ly  touched oo  the s c ie n t i f ic  a ide, although 1  
had many ra th e r  c lo e e  con tacts  w ith  him in  acme o f hie 
w ork ; aome o f  thaoo con tact#  may be eeen in  my published 
papere . I  undaratand th a t a  aat o f  auch "con tact" papers 
w i i i  be p reeerved  a t  the in e t ltu t io n  o f  E ie t t r ic a i  Engineere 
in  connexion w ith  the H eavieide c o l le c t io n  o f  papers. 
P ro fe s s o r  W i l l i e  Jackaon r e fe r#  t o  aome o f  the ln ter-ection  
between O l iv e r  and me In  h ie  apprecia tion  o f  O live r '#  
pub lished  work. Any mccotmt !  could have g iven  o f  O live r '#  
m athem atical and e lec tro -m agn etic  work wonld have tent had 
o n ly  a  em ail p e r t  o f  the snaring t o t a l i t y  o f  h ie  output.
I t  eeessed b e e t ,  th e r e fo r e ,  t o  abandon any aerloue attempt in 
th a t d ir e c t io n ,  mod t o  con fin e  n y e o lf  mainly to  n  description 
o f  th e  men O liv e r  H eav ie id e , ee I  saw him. We alemye spoke 
o f  him. In  am a f fe c t io n a te  way, aa "O l iv e r * ,  o r  sometimes 
"O .H ." ,  end th a t h a b it  haa pora latad  la  th la  sketch.

The nccoenst 1 o f f a r  dea la  more w ith  incidents than w ith  a  
conseectad h is to r y .  T o  record  where he l iv e d  a t  various times, 
when Miaa Way l e f t  Hosaafleld end h ie  f in a l  i l ln e s s  and death 
would bo an ea sy  teak , oseta the date were c o lle c ted . Urnt 
has n o t been eo easy la  t o  describe h ie  ways, h ie  outlook on 
l i f e  end h ie  con tac ts  w ith  o th ers , l i t t l e  would have base 
ga ined  I f  1  had been a b le  t e  weave a l l  the incident# end e l l  
h ie  ou tburst#  o f  op in ion  In to  a  "h is to r y " ,  and I  have not 
a ttem pted  i t .  The inc iden t#  which occurred im my own 
exp er ien ce  o r  In  th a t  o f  others may be cotmted ee "h ietesy  .

A good d ea l o f  o th e r  m atter has been derived  from le tter#  
w r it te n  by O l iv e r .  Of th e  many le t te r #  he wrote to  me In e 
fr ie n d s h ip  o f  t h ir t y  th ree years , on ly  e  few  were on e lec tro ­
m agnetic o r  oo  mathematical sub jects . Some were encouraging, 
o th er#  po in ted  out where 1  had made mistake# o r  wee du ll o f 
understanding. Moat o f  h ie  ie t t e r e  t e  me d ea lt with 
"d oseee tic " a f f a i r e  end were o ften  very  intim ate. A good deei 
has been taken from  these "dom estic" le t t e r # ,-  some would 
con ta in  me many me th ree  thousand wards. In my selection , 
have used soon d is c re t io n .

H oavie ide  wrote many le t te r #  to  
o f  Mrs. Lom a Langley-Kramer, a daughter o f  the * * * * * * *  
O l iv e r  Lodge, !  have been ab le  to  make some use o f the p ilo



o f le tter#  S is  O liver rece ived  from  H eav is id e . (Woe a t  the 
lib ra ry  e f  O aiverslty C o llege , London, - t d . )  Moat o f  the 
iattera vara occupied with e le c t r ic a l  m atter# end in tim ate 
o r  domsatlc o f fo ir o  found l i t t l e  p la ce . To moke any uae o f 
the "e ie c t r lc a l"  le t te r s  to  Lodgo, I t  would bs nscsssary  to  
compare then with ths opposite le t t e r s  frost Lodge t o  O l iv e r ,  
soma of which are In the poeeseion o f  the l .E .B .  The study 
eight be p ro fitob le . I  have not attempted to  d ea l w ith  thaea 
"e le c t r ic a l"  le t te rs , sines e  study o f them would be ou te lde  
the U n its  lnpossd on my aumoir.

Professor V. bjsrknss, o f  O slo , has a llow ed  eee t o  use 
severe! le tte rs  which O liver eent him. The la t e r  ones dsal 
ls rge ly  with horns s f fa ir s  s t  'M om efia ld '.

The record 1 o f fe r  le  n eceesa rily  e  d is jo in te d  one, but 
1 console myself w ith  the thought that although the p ic tu re#  
In e  g e lle ry  are In ooporoto fromoo end do n o t form  a  s in g la  
penoromo, ye t each nay be o f oome ln to re e t .

Mery Sharp In 1790 worked on e  needlework sam pler, now in  
the Pltsw lU lam  Muset*. Cambridge, the fo l lo w in g  l ln e e t -  

This g i f t ,  my frlond ,
To thee [  eend, 
fa  hope to  be approved.
!  have dene ay beat 
!  de proteet.
For one ao w ell beloved.

Her word# seam to  expraaa the e p lr i t  In  which !  have t r ie d  
to  w rite  o f my friend  O liv e r  Heaviside.



MY P1RST MEET1HC WITH HEAVISIDE

!  n a tu ra lly  b eg in  w ith  the f i r s t  occasion  on which 1  n et 
him. 1 had read O l iv e r 's  papar on "The E lectro-M agnetic 
E f fe c t *  due t o  the Motion o f  E le c t r i f i c a t io n  through a 
D ie le c t r ic "  in  th e  Ph ilosop h ica l Magarlno, A p r i l ,  1689 
(E le c t r i c a l  Papara V o l .2 , pS04) and had cone to  tho conclusion 
th a t aosm o f  h la  work was wrong. I  w rote to  him on 19 August 
1892 and to ld  him what 1 thought. He r e p lie d  that ho was la  
e r r o r ,  and thanked me f o r  the opportun ity  o f  asking the 
c o r r e c t io n  (s e e  E le c t r ic a l  Papers, p514). Th is led  to  
correspondence and on 28 August 1892 1 wrote and sa id  1 hoped 
t o  r id e  my b ic y c le  from  Cassbrldge to  Plymouth f o r  Devonport.
I  n igh t perhaps pass through Paignton and should hope to  have 
an op p ortu n ity  o f  see in g  him. (My approach was rathar tim id 
than b o ld ) .  Ho r e p l ie d  th a t ha would bo g lad  to  see me. The 
weather broke up, and I  went on  from  Winchester to  Devonport 
by t r a in .  A  few  day* la t e r  I  went from  Devonport t o  Paignton 
v ia  Torquay and made en q u ir ie s  o f  peop le In  tho s t r e e t  as to  
where tho d is tin gu ish ed  O liv e r  H eavis ide l iv e d ,  but nobody 
knew. The o n ly  address !  had waa sim ply "Pa ign ton *. A t la s t  a 
man suggested  th a t 1 might t r y  H eym o ld 'a  Music S to res * . !  d id  
s o ,  and saw "C h arles  H eav is id e*  In  sm all la t t e r *  beneath 
"R eyn o ld 's  Music S to re s * . 1 went in to  tho shop, saw a  yotmtg 
nan and asked him i f  Mr. O l iv e r  H eaviside was a t  hems. In 
answer to  my en qu iry , ho s a id , *^fr. O liv e r  H eaviside l iv e s  at 
N ew castle *. 1  t o ld  him what had happened that day, and ha said 
ha would make en q u ir ie s . Ha brought a  man down from the house 
above th o  shop, who sa id  ha was Charles H eaviside. He sa id  hla 
brother n ever wont out except on h la  b ic y c le .  Th is had gone to  
bo seondod and so O l iv e r  would bo sure to  bo a t  homo at 
Pa ign ton . 1 returned to  Paignton by steamer and th is  time took 
the p recau tion  o f  go in g  t o  tho house door. T *a* Mr. O liv e r  
H eav is id e  a t  home!* *Y e s * . 1 went la  and saw him there with 
h la  fa th e r  end h la  mother end had te a  w ith  them. t * e a  1  to ld  
him about tho young mem in  tho shop, ho sa id  *He is  my nephew, 
but ha has a a  b ra ins a t  a l l * .

n e ith e r  Predarlch  nor Charles T .  H eav is ide , some o f  Char le s  
H eav is id e , was se rv in g  In  e ith e r  shop. They w e r e to o  y * * * .
They wore sometimes la  the shop# end O liv e r  may have thought 
th a t th ey  wore a c t in g  as regu la r  epprentices There *a a 
s u f f ic ie n t  s ls d la r l t y  a f  sound between "O liv e r  and A.W. 
t a  lead  an appren tice  t o  suppose 1 wanted Arthur W. Heaviside. 
"A .W ." o fte n  casss In to  tho shops and would be knoem by * *  
app ren tice , but o f  O l iv e r  an apprantlca would know very  s s tn e .

p



C harlea  T .  H eav ia ld a  waa c l a v e r .  Ha drew  many d iagram a f o r  
O l iv e r '#  papere . Me d ie d  3 June 1939.

!  went to  Pa ign ton  a g a in  In  Septem ber 1893 and In  Soptembor 
1994. On one o f  th ese  o c ca s io n s  we c y c le d  t o  B e r ry  Pomeroy 
C a a t le ,  f i v e  ml le a  from  P a ign to n . We to o k  fo o d  w ith  ua i o r  a 
p ic n ic  lunch and e a t  i t  id t i le  we a a t  on  th e  t o p  o f  th e  c a s t l e .  
O l iv e r  opened a  t i n  o f  s a rd in e s  and , a f t e r  h is  m anner, c u t  h is  
f in g e r  and l e f t  I t  t o  me t o  bandage I t .  A s  we w a lked  about the 
c a s t l e ,  !  wondered what a  room on  th e  ground f l o o r  had been .
I t  cou ld  n o t have been a  dungeon as  th e r e  w ere  no p la c e s  in  
th e  stonework o f  the windows f o r  any b a r s .  O l i v e r  had the 
s o lu t io n .  " !  know what i t  w as. I t  i s  v e r y  damp. I t  must have 
been th e  s e r v a n ts ' bedroom ".

The number o f  persons In t e r e s t e d  in  O l i v o r  H e a v is id e 's  
w ork , who saw him in  the f l e s h ,  i s  now (1 9 5 0 ) v e r y  s m a ll .  Tho 
r e s t  must be con ten t t o  g a th e r  what th e y  can  from  th e  d e s c r ip ­
t io n s  g iv s n  by o th s rs  and b y  me, and from  th e  e x c e l l e n t  
p o r t r a i t  In  the In s t i t u t io n  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E n g in e e rs , p a in ted  
by P ra n c ls  Hodge. T h is  p o r t r a i t  was made fro m  a  p h o tog rap h  o f  
O l iv e r  taken when ha waa perhaps f o r t y .  M rs . S a a r la  and 1 
p rov id ed  th e  a r t i s t  w ith  as  f u l l  e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  h is  
c o lo u r in g  -  o f  cou rse  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  -  a s  we c o u ld ,  and the 
a r t i s t  brought th e  n e a r ly  f in is h e d  p o r t r a i t  t o  Cam bridge f o r  
ou r c r i t i c i s m .  Mean I  f i r s t  knew him  h is  h a i r  was th ic k  and 
sandy brown in  c o lo u r ;  h is  fa c e  and h is  hands had th e  c o lo u r  
g e n e r a l ly  seen  w ith  person s  w ith  h a i r  l i k e  O l i v e r ' s .  He had a  
b ea rd  in  1892 and k ep t I t  t i l l  ha d la d .  The p o r t r a i t  shows 
v e r y  v i v i d l y  h is  p ie r c in g  e y e s .  He was o f  m id d le  h e ig h t  and 
r a th e r  broad o f  s h o u ld e r . H is  head was a  l i t t l e  s m a l le r  than  
would be usua l in  a  man o f  h is  b u i ld .  Ha used  t o  c u t  h is  own 
h a ir  and b ea rd . Perhaps he c u t  i t  when ha waa e x p e c t in g  us t o  
v i s i t  h im . A t  any r a ta  we n e v e r  saw him w ith  r e a l l y  overgrow n  
h a ir  o r  b ea rd . He d id  n o t  g o  b a ld  and In  January 1925 h ie  h a ir  
was s t i l l  t h ic k .  C h a rles  H e a v is id e  and h is  son  C h a r le s  Thomas 
H ea v is id e  a l s o  cu t t h e i r  own h a i r .

O l iv e r  was somewhat d e a f in  1S93. F o r  th e  l a s t  fe w  y e a r s  o f  
h is  l i f e  h is  h e a r in g  was v e r y  p o o r .  He had had much t r o u b le  
w ith  h is  e a r s .  The d o se  o f  one e a r  had a t  one t im e  been 
ru p tu red , but i t  had h ea led .

O l iv e r  n eve r  spoke o f  ta k in g  a lc o h o l  h is s s e l f ;  I  b e l i e v e  he 
was a  l i f e l o n g  t e e t o t a l l e r .  He had s t r o n g  o p in io n s  on  th e  
s u b je c t .  "1  read  w ith  soma s u r p r is e  y e s te rd a y  (2 9  J a n . 1913) 
th a t  the men in  th e  Mavy a r e  se rv ed  w ith  a  p in t  o f  g r o g  a  day 
( r t m ) .  That I s  b r u ta l .  Mo wonder th e y  behave s o  b a d ly  on  sh o re . 
They shou ld  n o t  have any a t  a i l ,  f o r  th e y  a r e  w e l l  f e d ,  w e l l  
c lo th e d , p ick ed  men, d o in g  h e a lth y  work i n  th e  p u re s t  a i r .  The

a



p in t  o f  g ro g  a  day ia  a d i r e c t  manufacture o f  the d rM t habit. 
I t  sh ou ld , w ith  a  v iaw  t o  u ltim ate  a b o lit io n , be at once 
reduced t o  h a l f  a  p in t .  F iv e  yeara exparienca would show that 
the men w ere b e t t e r  on the h a l f  p in t than on the one p in t.
Then reduce i t  t o  one g i l l ,  and t r y  a ga in ."

He smoked a good d a a i but wae not a  e ia ve  to  the h eb it . i t  
wae e lw aya a  p ip e .  1  n ever eaw a  c ig a r  o r  c ig a re t te .  1  think 
th a t  aa a young man ha waa p h ya ica iiy  ve ry  e troag , but he had 
no in t e r e s t  aa fa r  aa l  know in  any kind o f  a th ia t ic  purauit.
A t f o r t y  ha was an a c t iv a  c y c l i s t ,  go ing considerable 
d is ta n c e s  in  a p it e  o f  the Devonshire h i i i a .  In  one l e t t e r  he 
t o ld  me how many brake spoons he had worn out in  descending 
th e  h i i i a .  In  thoaa days c y c le a  were c o n tro lled  by a spoon 
brake on  the fr o n t  w hee l. A t tim es he d id  a  l i t t l e  gardening 
work, but i  ehould judge th a t h la  knowledge o f  horticu ituro 
waa fa r  in f e r io r  to  h ia  knowledge o f  e lectro-m agnetic  theory.

H ie  b ro th e r , Charlee H eav ie id e , and h ie  fsm iiy  were, 1 
b e l i e v e ,  U n ita r ia n e , and on one occasion  i  seat th o ir  m inister 
a t  Charlaa H e a v ia id a 'a  house in  Torwood S tre e t ,  Torquay.
O l iv e r  would perhaps have describ ed  h im ee if aa "noth ing". He 
lo v ed  making fu n  o f  d ig n ita r ie s  and would o ften  t e l l  me o f the 
v a r io u s  b ishop# who stayed in  Torquay. He g o t th is  information 
from  th e  nowopapora' v i s i t o r s  i l a t a .  The <heai eeee o f  Seth and 
H o lla  and o f  Sodor and Man. lad  him t o  inven t the See o f  Sedan 
and Gomorrah. Ho never showed any b itte rn ess  aga inst ra lig iam  
o r  a g a in a t  parson* t r y in g  t o  l i v e  C h ris tian  l i v e s .  Be 
c e r t a in ly  was n eve r  blasphemous o r  obscene, tdeere the picture 
cesee from  1  do n o t know, but in  h ie  study a t  B enefie ld , 
Torquay, o v e r  th e  aeesetlepiece, wes e  good pa in tin g  representing 
Jesus a s  a  boy in  the Temple. "They fo t*d  him in  the tempie, 
s i t t i n g  in  th e  m idst o f  th e  d o c to rs , both  hearing them and 
a sk in g  than  q u e s t io n s " . ( S t .  Luke i i ,  4 6 . )  ,

O l i v e r 's  mother Rachel g lis a b e th  M M y l s i d *  ( n e e  W est), bom 

17 December IS IS ,  d ie d  a t  Paignton  ^  . . .
fa th e r  Thomas H oav is ida , b om  b O c t o b e r  1M3, d ied  a t  Pa i^ ton  

16 Movember I S * .  In  1913 be w ro te , "1 have nuraod ^  
p a ren ts  n ig h t  and day , h a l f  a s le e p  a l l  ,

M M t  M .  i . u - r ' .  d ^ t h .  - [
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Abbot, eight m iles from Paignton and s ix  m ilos from  Torquay.
He hired I t  from tho owners, Messrs. A .S . Rondo!! and
F. Symons, from 24 June, 1897, a t  th ir t y  f i v e  pounds per annum. 
His tenancy ended on 24 Juno, 1909. The houso wae then so ld , 
and, fo r  a time was a  ch ild ren 's  homo undor tho Urban D is t r ic t  
Council. The house is  on tho o u tsk ir ts  o f  Mowton Abbot and Is  
near Bradloy Moods and not fa r  from Bradley Manor, in  p a r t  a 
f ifte en th  century mansion. Ho took tho Paignton housekeeper 
with him. She l e f t  in  February 1899. By le t t e r a  from  H eavis ide 
to  O liver Lodgo i t  seoma that aho had a atroko boforo 
2 fabruary and had l o f t ,  probably incapable o f  fu r th e r  work, 
before 18 February 1899.

1 atayed w ith  O liv e r  a t  "Bradley V iew " In  the Soptembera 
o f  1897 and 1899. In 1897, he s t i l l  had h is  housekeeper. Me 
went fo r  some cyc le  r id es . Ho had an ord inary  s a fo ty  b ic y c le ,  
w ith  no free-wheel and w ith  on ly  a  spoon brake on the fro n t  
ty re . He would put h is  fe e t  on tho fo o t  r e s ts  on tho fro n t  
forks, fo ld  h is  arms, and 1st tho b lc y c lo  r ip  down s te ep  and 
rough Devon lanes. He l e f t  me fa r  behind down those h i l l s .

One day in  September i899, 1 rode , by m yse if, t o  Torquay 
to  consult h is  brother Charles, a t  27 Torwood S t r e e t ,  about 
O liv e r 's  complaint that men d r iv in g  c a r ts  past h is  house, and 
other passers-by made very  abusive remarks coo cem in g  him. Mis 
brother was confident that O liv e r ,  who was then somewhat d ea f, 
was under a  delusion in  th a t statter Ho sa id  th a t O l iv e r  never 
came to  Torwood S tree t and th a t they would be v e ry  g lad  i f  he 
did come. 1 sa id  that, i f  1  cou ld, 1  would b rin g  him. Meat 
morning when he sa id , "Mhat sh a ll we d o  to d a y !"  I  sa id  " L e t 's  
cy c le  to  Babbaccmbe* -  a  suburb o f  Torquay. Mhen we were 
nearly there 1 sa id  "Me had b e t te r  see about g e t t in g  something 
to  e a t . "  He rep lied  " i ' U  t e l l  you what we w i l l  d o . Me w i l l  go 
to  see my brother; he w i l l  g iv e  us some lu nch ." So we went to  
Torwood S tree t and had iunch th e re .

On my 1899 v i s i t ,  we were out on a  c y c le  r id e  t o .  I  th ink , 
the L i t t le  Haldon moor. He sa id  "Mhat i s  th a t ' l e a s e '  in  your 
work!","There 1* " *  ' I * - * " - .  1 - a id .  (A  i ,  .  theorem
ware* H  proved as a  prelim inary t o ,  and n o t in  the m iddle o f ,  
a connected P l*< * o f  ^ a l y s i s . )  A f t e r  some cross -qu es tion in g , 
we fo o d  that he thought that the Creek le t t e r  'lam bda' ( X )

? * ! ! ? ! .  I? ? *  * . !5  ?  * * * * *  " *  ateady motion o f  ane le c t r i f ie d  e l l ip s o id "  (P h i l .  Mag. O ct. 1897) i  found the
* * " " m * i a H i p . o i d  o f  revo lu tion  moving along 

e ^ t s S  * * * * *  * '  *  Phere had been s ta ted

involved a  p^ameter X  .  For an e l l lp a o id  o f  exes  a ,  b ,  c .



moving a lo n g  the a  -  a x is  those su rfacss  are

where a i-L -u ^ / v^ , and u/v i s  the r a t io  o f  the v e lo c it y  o f  the 
e l l ip s o id  t o  th a t  o f  l i g h t .  W henot-l, the surface# a re  true 
co n fo ca ls .

In  "The E le c t r ic ia n " ,  29 November 1891, O l iv e r ,  by using an 
e lec tro -m agn e tic  wavo method o f  g ro a t  sL m p lic ity  and power, 
f r c o  from  any ta in t  o f  c o n fo c a ls , v e r i f i e d  my va lue f o r  the 
enorgy. Ho w r ite e  " 1  have touch p leasure in  a r r iv in g  a t  h is  
ro su lta  because I  cou ld not understand h is  .  I t  seemed 
academ ical, n o t e l e c t r i c a l .  He sa id  i t  was n o t lemma, but 
lambda. That m ight be , but was unconvincing."

In  1982, my s is t e r s  and 1 atayed w ith  fr ien d s  in  Hanover.
1 went, fo r  one n ig h t , t o  C ottingon , whore I  mot Max Abraham 
and o th o r mathematicians and p h y s ic is ts . They had read, w ith  
c a r e ,  O l iv e r '#  a r t ic le #  in  "The E le c t r ic ia n " ,  but what they 
cou ld  n o t fathom was the meaning o f  "He sa id  i t  was not lemma, 
but lambda*.

On my second v i s i t  t o  "B rad ley  V iew ", I  was under h is  care, 
a s  he was w ithou t h e lp . The f i r s t  morning, when I  cams down 
from  my bedroom, he s a id  " I  hope you d id  n o t drink the water 
in  the b o t t le  u p s ta ir s . "  1 s a id  "N o, why?" He r e p lie d  " I t  has 
been in  th a t room s in c e  the la s t  person s le p t  th e re , three 
months a g o . "  Mho that v i s i t o r  was !  do n o t know.

P ro fe s so r  C .P . P its g s ra ld ,  in  a  i s t t s r  o f  13 September 
1899, w rote " I f  you have not a lready  seen him, p lease remember 
me to  him most s in c s re ly  and rsssind him o f  my v i s i t  t o  him 
about th is  tim e la s t  y ea r , which !  en joyed so  much. !  sm sorry
1 have n o t been a b le  t o  go o v e r  t o  Dover ( s i c )  th is  ysar oo
account o f  an o ld  enemy o f  h is ,  in d ig ss t io n , which my v i s i t  t o
him (abou t 17 September 1898), and h is  e x c it in g  r id in g  in
Devonshire lanes la s t  y sa r  hslpsd to  bsnish thsn.

P its g s ra ld  met O l iv e r  tw ic e , in  a  i e t t e r  to  S ir  Joseph 
Larmor, quoted in  h ie  ob itu ary  n o tic e  o f  O liv e r ,  published In 
Nature, 7 March 1901, and g iven  on page x x iv  o f  "The S c ie n t i f ic  
W rit in gs  o f  the la t e  George F rancis F itz g e ra ld *  (e d ite d  by 
Lan eor), O l iv e r  w ro te :-  "1  on ly  saw him tw ice  knowingly, once 
f o r  two hours, and then aga in  f o r  s ix  hours, a f t e r  a  long 
I n t e r v a l . "  F itz g e ra ld  d ied  in  190i, on 22 February, according 
t o  O l iv e r  Lodge, on 21 February, accord ing to  Larmor. i t * *  
c e r ta in  th a t th e  "tw o  hours" m eeting was p r io r  to  i898 "by  a 
long in t e r v a l " ;  I t  may have been e a r l ie r  than 10 r*P*uary 
1890, the date o f  the Royal S o c ie ty  C e r t i f ic a t e ,  which bears



F itzgera ld 's  signature. O liv e r ,  w ith  h ia  fa th e r
Left London fo r  Paignton in  the autumn o f  1889. Honco tho
ea r lie r  emetine was probably in  London.

!n a le t t e r  from O liver Heaviside to  O l iv e r  Lodge dated  
19 January 1901, he wrote from Newton Abbot,

" 1  run grieved  to  hear o f  the i l ln e s s  o f  our fr ie n d  o f 
b r i l l ia n t  ideas. I  w i l l  take care  not t o  worry him. I  had 
oniy a short correspondence w ith  him la s t  y e a r . 1 hope i t  
is  not by in tention that you say ho "may" g e t  a l l  r ig h t  
again, is  there any doubt about i t ?  I f  i t  i s  a  c e rcb ro -  
gas tr ic  disturbance due to  ovor-much brainwork o f  an 
exc itin g  and exhausting kind, i t  is  o n ly  a  m atter o f  r e s t ,  
and change o f occupation; but your remarks suggest 
something much more sorious, which I  hope is  n o t the c a s e ."  

Another le t t e r  from O.H. to  O liv e r  Lodge on 27 February 
1901 said,

" 1  was somewhat warned by an ominous lo o k in g  l e t t e r  
from you some time ago, not knowing p re v io u s ly  th a t he had 
anything the eeatter w ith  him; n ever the le s s  a  p o s t card 
from (P ro fessor J . )  Perry, "F it z g e ra ld  is  d ead ", came as 
a  great shock, and 1  am not e a s i ly  shocked. 1  understand 
and sympathise w ith  your g r i e f ,  f o r  knowing him so  much 
better than m yself. 1  on ly  saw him tw ice  but we had a  l o t  
o f  correspondence a t  one tim e, and 1  g o t  to  lo v e  th e  man. 
There was a  considerable mutual understanding, t o  say 
nothing o f h is  kindness to  me.

He once to ld  ms he was a  poor man. O f course eve ry th in g  
proper w i l l  be d ooeT or h is  fa m ily , i f  th ey  need h e lp . Do 
you know tdtat the disease was! Tumour, cancer?

The premature death o f  a  man o f  b r i l l i a n t  gen ius and 
wide sympathies is  a  national m isfortune, though, o f  course, 
the "nation* won't know anything about th a t . "

n tsge ra ld  atayed w ith  O.H. a t  Newton Abbot in  1898. When 
the f i r s t  meeting was 1 do not know. O l iv e r  H eavis ide ded icated  
vohme three o f  h is  Electromagnetic Theory in  these words

In  memory o f 
CEORCE FRANCIS F1TZCERA1D, F .R .S .

"Me needs meet love the h ighest when we know h im ."

contact w ith  Mrs F it z g e ra ld ,  
la  a  le t te r  o f 17 November 1912 to  me he w r ite s :

*  t "  f ' ,  address in  t h is  roundabout
wey. 1. Asked you. 2 . Referred to  J o ly . 3 .  W rote J o ly .
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4 . No r e p ly .  5 . R eceived  ecknowledgement o f  my book from 
Lodge, 6 weeks a f t e r  aonding. C lad to  see ded ication .
Asked Lodge f o r  addreee. 7 . He asked J o ly . 8 . Reply from 
J o ly :  " S i r  0 . Lodge in s tru c ts  mo you d e s ire  Mrs. f a  
address. Here i t  i s . "  9 . Thanked him, adding that I  asked 
him d i r e c t .  (1 d id n 't  a p o lo g is e  f o r  having troubled  him. 
Perhaps !  ought. B ig  man J o ly ,  I  should say . But h is  daad 
b ro th er was a l l  r i g h t . ) "

O l iv e r  apparen tly  w rote to  Mrs. f i t z g e r a ld .  He says 

"C o t r e c e ip t  from  Mrs. F in s ta n t ly .  Regular woman's 
l e t t e r .  P r id o ; and j o y :  not fo r g o t te n ; lose hard to  bear; 
e t c .  W e ll;  v e r y  g la d  t o  have g iv en  her the p r id e  and jo y ; 
but I  w on 't recommend her t o  study the work c a r e fu lly  to  
f in d  more c o n s o la t io n . She seight go  out o f  her mind in  the 
p ro c e s s ."

On 13 December 1949, sty w i fe  and !  went to  Newton Abbot to  
see "B rad ley  V iew ". The house i s  not fa r  frem the Market Place, 
on the r ig h t  hand s id e  o f  the road lead in g  to  Totnes, a  l i t t l e  
d is tan ce  beyond some alms houses. A f t e r  the alms houses the 
road r i s e s  ra th er s te e p ly ,  bending t o  the l e f t .  "B rad ley View" 
i e  on th e  bend. The h i l l  g iv e s  i t  a  commanding p o s it io n , as 
the ground on the r ig h t  f a l l #  e te e p ly  to  a  meadow used as a 
p la y in g  f i a l d .  The r iv e r  Lemon , a  t r ib u ta ry  o f  the T e ign , nms 
through the grounds o f  B radley Manor which border on the 
meadow. The Manor l i e s  between the road t o  Totnes and th a t to  
B ick ington  and Ashburton. As seen frem "B rad ley  V iew " the 
ground behind the Manor House r ie e e  s te e p ly  and on the elope 
i s  an ex ten s iv e  wood -  B rad ley Mood.

Me went f i r e t  to  B radley Manor, where Mrs. Diana Mooiner 
show*d us o v e r  the ancien t house and chapel and gave us tea .
She has o fte n  been t o  Cambridge and knew o f  one a t  le a s t o f 
my fa th e r 's  books,- an Anglo-Saxon 'Onamasticon .  We then went 
t o  "B rad ley  V iew " and Mre. Parkinson showed us the house. She 
and her husband a re  both  graduates o f  Cambridge d i v e r s i t y .
The house has been put in to  v e ry  good modem con d ition . &it 
we recogn ised  th e  l i t t l e  g lased  porch and the s i t t in g  room 
where O l iv e r  used to  e i t  in  fro n t  o f  h ie  gas f i r e .

In  a  l e t t e r  frem Newton Abbot, O liv e r  to ld  me how he got 
on w ith  h is  cook ing. 1 have not got the d a te ; i t  was probably 
a f t e r  the departu re o f  h ie  housekeeper.

" i  made some Jem the o th er day out o f  some apples the 
boys had not s to len  and some b lackberries  which 1 " " ^  
not o a t . But !  am not f i t  f o r  a  cook, !  fo r g e t .  Then i t
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a l l  goes to  cinders, to  bo d iscovered  hours In t e r .  Or i f  
I b o il an egg 1  am a ta rtled  by a loud r e p o r t ;  e i t h e r  I  d id  
not put any water in  o r  e la e  i t  has a l l  b o ile d  away."

A fu l le r  account o f h ie  cooking and housework i s  g iv en  in  
le tters  dated 18 February and 30 October, 1899, to  O l iv e r  
Lodge. Preceding these was a la t t e r  o f 2 February 1899.

"Middle aged V irg in  had a s trok e ! p re t ty  p ie c e  o f  work. 
But she la  g e tt in g  over i t  n ic e ly ,  and I  th ink  w i l l  be f i t  
fo r  work again. Doing easy work today, in  f a c t .  Causod by 
the co ld ; aho was wretchedly c lad  (unclad , I ehould s a y ) ;  
plenty o f  wagaa, but she has to  p a r t ia l ly  support a 
s is te r . 1 have o f  course clothed her p ro p e r ly ."  Thia ro fo re  
to  h is  housekeeper whom he brought from Pa ign ton . Sho waa 
at Newton Abbot in  1897 but had l e f t  b e fo re  Soptembor 1899.

"Poor woman eent away. No good fo r  hard work a g a in , 1 
fea r . Then had a charwoman two days. Sho l e f t  o f f  coming, 
since when 1 havo been a lone. Quite independent, and have 
whatever 1 l ik e  fo r  dinner. Stone b ro th , d itch w a te r  soup. 
Mads several d lscoverios . Parsnips cook e a s i ly .  C arro ts  
don 't. So i f  you b o i l  them to ge th e r , the same t im e , when 
the parsnips are done, tho c a rro te  a re  hard as  e ton ee ; 
and whon the carrots aro done, the parsn lpe have lo o t  a l l  
the fin e  flavour o f  proper parsnlpe. You m ustn 't pour 
anything hot in to  a  glass d ish . Catastrophe. Bang goes 
elxpence! I f  a  pound o f  bee f i e  used to  make soup, sued is  
kept bo ilin g  day a f t e r  day, how long w i i i  i t  tak e  to  
disappear? Haven't found out y e t .  B ig ltmp l e f t .  Egge and 
bacon d ie t  cannot be to le ra ted  more than one day a t  a 
titsa. Potatoes is  by fa r  the best end most u s e fu l d i e t  
i f  lisd ted  to  one so rt  o f  v ege ta b le , and a re  p e r fe c t ly  
ea s ily  coeked to  f lou r in ess . Add b u tte r , o f  course, 
presuming no gravy o r  meat f a t .  B etter than^bread, !  am 
sure, ie  potatoes, fo r  a  s tap ie  d ie t .  The 2- egg  f o r  
breakfast is  very u n sa tis fy in g ; to o  n itrogenous and 
albtminous; a 2l! rasher o f bacon is  much b e t te r .  But then 
i t  ie  ao easy to  cook the egg ; the bacon i e  a bo th er, ae 
the f i r e  haa to  be aede n ice . Never f r y  bacon; alwaye 
toast i t .  Be sure the wood is  d ry ; i t  i s  troublesome to  
l ig h t  f ir e s  with wet wood. A l l  pots should be c isaned  out 
isssediately, when h o t; d on 't w a it t i l l  the e tu f f  l e f t  in  
gate hard, bee hot water in  washing up. Mover use the 
kitchen range i f  you want to  b o il a  k a t t la .  Moat 
extravagant o f coal and o f  tim e. Just put the k e t t le  on 
an open f i r e .  Never f i l l  the k e t t ie  i f  you want 2 cups o f



t e a .  A  k ip p er i e  moat ra p id ly  cooked over the top ; but i t  
d r ie s  i t  up; th o re fo re  to a a t i t  ia  fro n t  i f  you can ." 
(Newton Abbot, 18 February 1898.)

"D om eatic. C arrota  and paranlpa. 1 have had aome 
c a r ro ts  and am go in g  t o  have aome paranipe th ia  week.
Much d i f f i c u l t y  to  g e t  a  a u ita b le  peraon La a  p la ce  lik e  
t h is ;  had two; one to o  young, wanted a  missus; o th er too 
o ld ,  c o u ld n 't  stand the house c lean in g  work. So !  have 
g ra d u a lly  g o t  used to  d o in g  i t  a l l  s ty se lf, and have given  
up look in g  o r  en qu ir in g  about working housekeepers. I t  
i s n ' t  so  v e ry  bad; a nuisance c e r ta in ly ;  but there are 
com pensations; no row go in g  on in  the k itchen , unless 1  
go and make i t  m yse lf; a  g rea t saving o f  money, much 
needed now I  am out o f  work; balance put on the proper 
s id e .  1 have adopted the P r in c ip le  o f  Least A c tion . I t  Is  
a most clumsy machine In  e lec trom agn etics , but i s  splendid 
in  the house; a s s is te d  by the o ld e r  p r in c ip le  that 
P reven tion  ia  b e t t e r  than Cure. E .g . ,  nasty jo b  blacking 
b oo ta . Dont b lack  'em ; use tan b o o ts . F ire s  is  a  most 
h o rr id  nu isance, w ith  the d i r t  and the work. A bolish  them; 
use gas f i r e s ;  no mors trou b le  end labour. !  have fou r , a 
gas cooker in  the k itch en  and gas f i r e s  in  s i t t in g  room 
and bedroom. I t  i s  such a  b le s s in g , th a t 1  am always 
th in k in g  how to  g e t  ga t o r  something t o  do the r e s t  o f  the 
housework. Cooking d inners i s  o  nuisance, so  d o n 't  have 
any d in n e rs , th a t i s ,  o f  the usual s t y le .  B reakfast, tea , 
and supper a re  e a s i ly  managed; I  g e t  my c o f fe e ,  bacon and 
egg  a i l  ready In  IS minutes a t  the m ost; te a  and supper,
5 minutes I s  enough; then d inner i e  s im p lif ie d  by having 
ju s t  p o ta to es , and perhaps another vege ta b le , w ith  m ilk , 
o r  cocoa , cake , jem e t c .  The worst o f  a l l  i s  the house 
c le a n in g . That i s  a  se r iou s  n a tte r ,  but thank Cod i t  
d o e s n 't  want do ing e v e ry  d a y ."  (Newton Abbot, 30 October 
1899.) The gaa f i r e s  appear t o  have been in s ta lle d  a f t e r  
the housekeeper had l e f t .

1 d id  not e e e  him aga in  u n t i l  Christmas 1905. 1 had theo 
been m arried  f o r  H  yea re  and we were on our f i r s t  v i s i t  to  
Torquay. 1 w rote and to ld  him th a t we were go ing to  Torquay, 
he r e p l ie d  he would be p leased to  see us. Me 
Abbot and Mrs. S ea r le  took him some flow ers . ^  
him. Me had been warned as t o  what we should *
p ° t  . p * . t  . . .  t - p t . t . ) ,  . t ° w * <  " P  ' f b ' L T ' T L r  mcou ld  come out o f  i t .  O liv e r  tipped the pot so  fa r  that ttm 
tea  ran out o f  the to p . Ms caught what he could in  the cups.



and ca re fu lly  spooned the ten leaves out o f Mrs. S e a r le 'a  cup. 
Me went to  "Bradley View" nearly  every o th er day fo r  perhaps 
three weeks. Before our next v i s i t  to  Torquay i  wroto and 
asked him i f  we should v i s i t  hits. He sa id  he would be g lad  to  
see us. On the back o f  the envelope he put "Mo flow ors by 
request". Me went many times to  Torquay in  e ith e r  the w in ter 
o r  the spring; on each v i s i t  wo went s eve ra l tlm os to  "B rad ley 
View", as long as he was th ere .

Me vouid s i t  in  an arm-chair near the gas f i r e  w ith  h is  
fe e t on another ch a ir. Me had a  dressing gown ovor h fs 
ordinary c lo thes and covered h is  le g s  w ith  an eiderdown. Ho 
had a constant longing f o r  warmth. To us from the co ldor 
clim ate o f Cambridge h is  house was o ften  o p p ress ive ly  h o t. 
A fte r  some conversation he would say "Mow 1 must go  and got 
the tea ready" and you would hear him c lean in g  the kn ives , and 
then throwing them down. Mis habit was to  throw th in gs  ra ther 
than to  put them down q u ie t ly . Then he would r in g  a H t t lo
b e ll and we went in  to  te a . He sa id  one day "Thorc a re  nine
pieces of bread and butter -  th ree p ieces  each. There i s  some 
cake a t  the end but 1 d on 't recommend i t . "

The las t time we saw h ia  a t  "B rad ley V iew " was at Christmas
1904. He was qu ite  ye llow  w ith  Jaundice and in  a v e ry  shaky 
condition. Me had been s i t t in g  upsta irs  watching t o  see 
vhetber boys would break any more windows. Boys used to  tease 
him a  i o t  and w rite  on h is  gate.



SOME ASPECTS OP OLIVER'S PERSONALITY

From th e  account o f  O l iv e r 's  l i f e  a t  Newton Abbot, the 
reader w i l l  have le a rn t  something o f  h ia  p erson a lity . Except 
l o r  h is  io v e  o f  b ird s , he appears as a  ra th sr grim  f ig u re . But 
thoro  woro i ig h t e r  and b r ig h to r  s id es  to  h is  character and I 
must g iv e  some glim pses o f  them b e fo re  passing on to  the next 
s ta g e  o f  h is  h is to r y ,  v i s .  h is  l i f e  a t"H om e fie id ", Torquay.

O liv e r  en joyed  music and had a  keen app rec ia tion  o f  good 
m usic. T h is  i s  in  l in e  w ith  h is  lo a th in g  o f  anything he 
c la ssed  as  "sscond r a t e " .  I  never heard from  him that he had 
e v e r  been a p ia n is t .  But R o ilo  Appleyard in  h is  account o ! 
O i iv e r  in  h is  "P lon esrs  o f  E le c t r ic a l  Coenunication" 
(M acm illan  & C o ., London 1930) quotes (p220) from one o f 
O l iv e r 's  l e t t s r s  (undated ) t o  an unnamed fr ien d ,

" I n  the o ld  days I  ven t t o  con certs , v s ry  long and 
h ig h ly  c la s s ic a l ;  I  always g o t w earied . I  cou ld n o t take 
i t  in  -  excep t th e  d iv in e  Schubert, how there a re  a  i o t  o f  
v e r y  f in e  o ve rtu res  o f  the Pre iochB tz typ e . People hear 
them aga in  and a ga in , and so g s t  t o  know them. May th e ir
performance be n ever d iscon tinued  I  am very  d e a f . . . .
I  have no te c h n ic a l knowledge ( o f  m usic) nor am I  a 
p ia n is t ,  though I  once taught m yself B 's  (Beethoven) Opus 
90 . 1 l ik e d  i t  b e t t e r  than anyth ing e ls e .  T ru ly  the 
c o n f l i c t  between the in t e l l e c t  end the h e a r t ."

Appleyard  con tin u es , " I n  those 'o ld  days ' he a ls o  devised 
e  musicai n o ta tion  intended t o  be e a s ie r  to  read than the 
orthodox system  o f  l in e s ,  bars and n o tes . Later he found sosee 
p leasu re  in  p lay in g  an 'A e o l ia n '.  The instrument he used s t i l l  
e x i s t s . "

When a f t e r  h is  death , O l iv e r 's  goods were s e ld , the e eo lie a  
was bought by M essrs. F rederick  and E thel Sarah H eaviside, mho 
then -  i t  was a f t e r  the death  e f  Charles Heaviside -  coa t re tied  
the m usical business In  Tarwood S tre e t .

My own experience o f  h is  musical s id e  comes from h is  use o f 
the a e o lia n  end the p ian o la . O l iv e r  had the e e e lie n  a t  "Bradley 
V iew " in  January 1905. When he went to  "H om efle ld ", he took i t  
w ith  him. 1 do n o t remember seeing i t  a t  "B rad ley V iew " *d*a  I 
stayed th e re  in  Septeeeber 1*97 and September  1*99. I  l e f t  
"B rad ley  V iew " b e fo re  16 September 1*99. The e e o lie a  may have 
a r r iv e d  a f t e r  I  had l e f t .  A l e t t e r ,  quoted by App leyard  (p 2 * * ) 
from C .F . F ltx g e ra ld , da ted  71 September 1*99 suggests that 
the a eo lia n  was a  n o ve lty  a t  th a t d a te . " I  am d e ligh ted  to
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hear that you have se t up that a eo lia n . You a re  so  fond  o f  
nuaic, 1 sura i t  ia  vary good f o r  you and w i i l  h e lp  you to  
do more and batter work then you could eve r  have done w ithout

* '*A fte r  O liver moved to  "Bom efield* he g o t a  p ia n o la . Th is 
wae attached to  an ordinary piano, i t  had " f in g e r s "  which 
"played" oa the keys o f  the piano. I t  wae operated  by wind 
from beiiowe worked by the m usician 's f e e t .  Mr. W.C. Pye (d ie d  
13 October 1949) went with ue two o r  th ree tim es t o  s e e  O l iv e r  
at "Bomefield*. He gave me, by l e t t e r  o f  9  O ctober 1949, a 
good description o f the th ing. "The p iano la  was an attachment 
f it t e d  on the piano, w ith  a  p a ir  o f  be llow s which su p p lied  a i r  
by suction through perforated (paper) r o i l s  a c tu a tin g  o th er 
mechanisms to  s tr ik e  the notes on the keyboard. O.H. being 
deaf caused a te r r ib le  row when he operated so  th a t he h im seif 
couid hear. When these pianoias were operated by persons who 
were not p ian ists, they produced qu ite  reasonable r e s u it e .  But 
when operated by ek ilied  stueiclans, they produced r e a l i y  good 
resuits that could hardiy bo detected from p o r fe c t  p lu y in g  in  
the ree i way o f human hands s tr ik in g  the k eyboard ." On 20 
September 1949 Mr. Pye wrote " I  remember how he ueod t o  use 
the pienoia with great vigour, eo th a t, notw ithatanding h is  
dealnsss, he couid hear the music to  h is  own s a t is fa c t io n ,  but 
to  the discomfort (not knowingiy) o f  o th er persons in  the same 
room."

I  operated the pianola many tim es. The music r o i l  had a 
line aarked on it; turning a knob o r  moving an arm ( i  fo r g e t  
which) to  keep a pointer on the l in e ,  the in te n s ity  o f  the 
sound could be regulated in  the manner in d ica ted  by the i in o -  
to  the right fo r  loud, to  the l e f t  f o r  s o f t .

!  be lieve that the pianola was g lvon  to  O liv e r  by h is  
brother Charles Heaviside. The piano, on which the p ian o la  
operated, belonged to  Miss May. The p ianola  was a t  "H om oiie ld " 
fo r  soae ysars. L do not remember see in g  i t  a f t e r  M iss Way 
le f t  that house.

Mr. P. Williams, who married Rachel E liz a  Way H eav is id e , 
daughter o f Charles Heaviside, t o l i s  o f  O l iv e r 's  lo v e  o f 
music. He w rites, iO October 1949, "My f i r s t  in trod u ction  to  
O liver was at Paignton, where ha was l iv in g  w ith  h is  paron ts. 
(He and his parents moved from London to  Paignton in  the 
autism of 1899.) My w ife was looking a f t e r  them a t  the tim e, 
and vent over there from Torquay every n igh t. F requen tly  1 
accompanied her and had supper w ith  thorn. O liv e t  was v e ry  fond 
of the best music, espec ia lly  Beethoven, whose p iano sonatas 
ha was never t ired  o f hearing, and I  used to  s tru g g le  through



the le a s t  d i f f i c u l t  ones f o r  h is  e n te r ta in m e n t ."
Mrs. B ea tr ic e  Enaa C ather, daughter o f  Charles Heaviside, 

g iv e s  us a  glim pse o f  O l iv e r 's  b r ig h t s id e .  On 12 October 194? 
she w ro te , "One th in g  1 remeeeber about Uncle O liv e r  e t  
"H om e fie ld ". He always kep t a  t in y  gas j e t  a l ig h t .  1 sometimes 
th in k  i t  m ight have been that having lo s t  h is  sense o f sm ell, 
th ere  would be no fe a r  o f  i t  b e in g  turned on by m istake; or 
perhaps to  l i g h t  h is  p ip e .  He used to  be very  merry w ith  my 
b ro th ers  and a is te r s  and ma. f  r estember  in  the b ig  upper 
sa loon  o f  my fa th e r 's  music sa loon , how w ith  my fa th e r  p laying 
a  march, he a t  the head o f  us would starch around, in  and out 
o f  the p ianos (perhaps a  dozen ), we hanging onto h is  coat 
t a i l s  in  a  row , one behind the o th e r . He loved  c la s s ic a l 
m usic, and though n o t a  m usician h im se lf, d e ligh ted  to  p lay 
Beethoven 's sonatas w ith  the h e lp  o f  a  p ian o la  p la y e r . A lso 
a  lo v e r  o f  p ic tu re s , and, 1 b e l ie v e ,  o f  D ickens."

What now fo llo w s  i s  h ard ly  m usica l, but i t  does have to  do 
w ith  the reproduction  o f  the htman v o ic e .  During my v i s i t  to  
O l iv e r  a t  "B rad ley  V iew " in  1899, 1 wangled i t  so  th a t O liv e r  
went w ith  me t o  ltmtch w ith  Charles H eavis ide and h ie  fam ily  
at 27 Torwood S tr e e t .  They had a  phonograph. The v ic t im  spoke 
In to  a m outh-pieca. A diaphragm moved a  s ty lu e  tdsich made an 
impression on the t in  f o i l ,  coa tin g  on a  revo lv in g  cy lin d e r . 
When, subsequently, the c y lin d e r  wae ro ta ted , the v o ic e  was 
reproduced, not a t  a l l  bad ly. M axw ell'e  le c tu re , in  1878, on 
The Telophone, as recordod in  h is  S c ie n t i f ic  Papers, does not 
mention a phonograph, but 1 have elwaye had the Impression 
that he showed one in  a c t io n . A t any ra te , there is  a phono­
graph a t  the Cavendish Laboratory , Cambridge.

In  "The L i f e  o f  James C lerk  M axw ell", by Lawie Campbell and 
W illiam  Garnett (Macmillan & Co. London, 1882), ie  (page 403) 
a  l e t t e r  from Maxwell, o f  d a te  5 January 1878. "We have e l l  
been convere lng  on the telephone. Garnett recognised the vo ice 
o f  a  man who c a lle d  by chance. But the phonograph w i l l  
p reserve  t o  p o s te r ity  the vo ic e e  o f  our best speakers and 
s in go rs . Seo "N atu ro" o f  January 3 rd ."  In a  l e t t e r  o f 
5 February 1878 (page  455) i s  "The la s t  American invention  o f 
the past year is  E d ison 's  Ta lk ing Phonograph. This ln s trm en t 
has an oar o f  i t s  own, in to  which you say your lesson , and 
has a mouth o f  i t s  own, whLch a t  any fu tu re time is  ready to  
repoat th a t lesson . The aeemory o f  th is  machine con s is ts  o f  t in  
f o i i  th in  enough to  be im pressionable by the n e ta l s ty le  tdUch 
is  s e t  in  motion by the v o ic e , and y e t  th ick  enough to  be 
r e te n t iv e  o f  these im pressions, and a t  a  proper t * * *  
com u n lca te  a  corresponding motion t o  the s t y le  o f  the ta lk in g
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part o f  the machine.*
Ih e  Heaviaidea o rd ered  me t o  d e l i v e r  an o r a t io n  t o  th o  

ln e tn ^ e n t .  A l l  th a t !  cou ld  c o l l  up in  my d ia t r e a a  was a  word 
p ic tu re  o f  "How th ey  cook  ch icken s  in  G e o r g ia .*  I  had been  in  
Oeorgia O .S .A . in  the auttmm o f  1S9S and hod aeon  p o r t io n s  o f  
th ickens -  m ostly  le g s  end stings 1  th in k  -  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a le  
to  " r a i lr o a d  t r a v e l le r s *  a t  th e  d op o ta , o r  s t a t io n # .  T h ere  was 
v e ry  l i t t l e  f le s h  oo  the bosses The lo g a  e t c .  hod been  f r i e d .  
They ta s ted  O .K. 1 hope O l iv e r  en jo y ed  my e a a a y , a lth o u gh  ha 
was fessd o f  b ird s .

O l iv e r  found p leasure in  t o y in g  w ith  L a t in  w o rd s . From 
perhaps some fo r e ig n  add ress  t o  h im . he g o t  "T o  i g i t u r ,  V ir  
prate lo r e *  ( o r  Free l o r e ) .  The words w ere p ro b a b ly  In  a  s o t t in g  
l ik e  T o  ig i t u r ,  V i r  F r a e c la r e ,  nos aa lu tassu o", f o r  To i s  tha 
accu sa tive  o f  Tu -  "M e, t h e r e fo r e ,  s a lu t e  t h e e ,  esalnent man* -  
in  ssany l e t t e r s  he addressed me as  T o  i g i t u r ,  V i r  P r e c la r e * ,  
sonatinas, " V i r  P r e c la r e * ,  o r ,  f o r  s h o r t ,  T . P . *  Ho o f t e n  
ended w ith  T a l e *  -  " f a r e w e l l * .  Aa a  v a r ia n t  on  11 January 
1913, he w rote "C ao rg lo  S a a r l io  a t  apouao. S a lu te n . Te I g i t u r . *
He would In ven t L a t in ,  a s  when, in  th e  nood  o f  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f
Miss W ay's kindness, hs w ro te  o f  h e r  a s  "M u lie r  B e s t is a im a "  - 
*tha  v e ry  best wonan*.

On 27 June, 1914, whan rep a y in g  tan  pounds o f  a  lo a n , ho
wrote t -  "D rS . Ta i g i t u r ,  V .P .  Ego t a  r e n i t t a r a  f lO  (d a cen
pundi Anglonas) in  r e tu m o  lon oru n . Vos r e c ip e  o b l i g a t o * .
Mis l e t t e r  o f 2 November 1912, ended w ith  " V a l e ,  O l lv e r lu a  
H eavie ld lu a".

In  a  l e t t e r  o f  22 J u ly  1913, ha had a  warm f e e l i n g  f o r  me, 
and wrote *0  O r. S e a r le ,  V i r  P r e c la r e .  Thou a r t  o f  ssore va lu e  
than many sparrow s". T h is  i s  o n ly  one in d ic a t io n  t h a t  ha knew 
passages in  the B ib le .

Me found some fsm gi l i k e  la r g e  o y s t e r  s h e l l s  g row in g  o u t o f 
some decaying wood. Ha c a l le d  th a  fungus "O y e te r e h e llu n  
b eav le ld en e la  (T o rq u a y )."  In  190* ha co n co c ted  a  lo n g  account 
o f a  flo w e r in g  p lan t *C ra n d lf lo ra  C r y a ta lp a l la n e ia  (P a x to n ) . 
There was a  C rys ta l Pa la ce  in  th ose  d a ya , and S i r  Joaeph 
Paxton waa a  landscape ga rd en er.

gometlsess he would d i s t o r t  w ords , e . g .  "P a x  Vom icua" f o r  
"Pax Vobiatum" -  Paata be w ith  you . H a y in g  w ith  C reak  l e t t e r s ,  
he wrote T e  i g i t u r ,  V ir  p r e c la r e ,  cess tu  me e t  .  V a le .
P .A .C . P M . "  -  "Cosea t o  me and e a t - a  b i t ' o  p ia .  F a r e w e ll .
P .A .C . M U ." The FAC.PK! la  from  h ie  G o tt in g en  D ip lom a, which 
dec lared  th a t , among the p ropaga to rs  o f  M a x w e ll 's  th e o r y ,  he 
wee "P a c ile  Prince p s "  -  " e a s i l y  fo r e m o s t" .
. . . P H Y * * . * * p l ° y * d  f o r  a  fe w  y e a r s ,* a s  a  young man, by the 
**eoa to  sa74
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D anlsh-Norweglan-D eglish  Telegraph Coapeny ^ i c h  operated a 
ca b le  from  N eu tastle-on -Tyne t o  f r e d e r lc la ,  T rm etli Nsay 
yea ra  a go , 1  ga laed  the la p ress lon  that ha had a c tu a lly  norhad 
In  Deanarh, and th a t ho l a f t  Densearh becauae a l l  tha other 
C ng liah  o p e ra to rs  hod l o f t .  ^  lap ress laa  t ,  f i r m e d  by tha 
knowledge o f  Basslah sh o w  La a  l e t t e r  to  me. The Banish weed 
la  ra th e r  o ld -fa sh ion ed  accord ing t o  present-day s ty le .

In  the autemae o f  1912, no stayed l a  an h o te l on the h i l l s  
above Trondhjon, Norway, about 2,000 fo o t  obooa sea le v e l .  I t  
nou ld  have been Id e a l ,  I f  th a  duch-pand had n o t oeerflonsd 
In to  th e  drla lctng w ater r e s e r v o ir ,  w ith  111 e f f e c t s  to  n e . Me 
noved down t o  on h o te l In  Trondhjon, and there 1 seen 
re c o v e red . He w ro te  t o  us edelle we were s t i l l  la  Norway. 
"Yours 1 Sep. re c e iv ed  7 Sep. 1912. Nvorlodes hat do dot aal 
Jag taoahon da  e l  shulde d rlhhat d a a r l lg  Vassdot. (Non are  yon 
non? !  th lnh  you must have bean d r ln h l^  bod w a te r . )  I t  
a tta ch e  th e  In te s t in e s ,  and you ev id esK ly  s u ffe r  fr e n  bod 
a s s im ila t io n . B o iled  m ilk  la  f in e .  !  l ik e  i t  w ith  le t s  o f 
su gar, and c o f f e e  a3dod to  g iv e  I t  o g r o w -op ta s te . !ho mere 
uatmth la  f i n e .  The auger ( l o t a )  la  Important aa fe e d . Cake 
c h o c o la te  d i t t o .  2 an v e ry  o o rry  your northern t r ip  has 
(a p e r lo n t ly  a o )  done you ao U t t l o  good.* Be ends "C e 'n o t 'a . 
P o r v e l . "  -  "Cood-day and fa r e w e l l . "



THE MOVE TO H O tt fU L D

Our news o f  O l i v e r  v a a  b y  e  l e t t e r  o f  I S  J u ly  ISOS, 
from  "H o m e f ie ld ,  L o v a r  H e r  b e r r y  (R o o d ) ,  T o rq u a y . My c o n t in u e d  
I l l n e s s  h as  o b l ig e d  me t o  m o ve , t o  e n a b le  me t o  g o  th ro u g h  
M a t  w in t e r .  And t o  h ave  v a r i e d  d i e t ,  an d  c o m fo r t s  o f  a  hosse, 
e t c .  C arden  my v o r t  Ju s t n o * .  C l ip p in g  bu shes emd s a v in g  up 
v o o d  e t c .  H  a c r e ,  t o t s  o f  t r e e s ,  b u sh ea , an d  f l o v e r a .  N ov  a t  
moat iu a u r io u a  a t a g s . "

O l i v e r  g a v e  n o  fu r t h e r  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  t h e  p la c e  w h ere  he 
esaa s t a y in g  beyond "H o m e f ie ld ,  L o v e r  M e r b e r r y ,  T o r q u a y . "  When 
we v e n t  t o  Torqu ay  f o r  C h r is tm a s , 190S, v o  fo u n d  t h a t  h e  v a s  
in  th e  house o f  M iaa  M ary E l i z a  Jonea  M ay, a i a t o r  t o  th o  v i f *  
o f  C h a r lea  H e a v is id e .  M is s  May had c o n s e n te d  t o  r e c e i v e  h im  aa 
a  " p a y in g  g u a a t * .  Ha had, o n  10 Jtaee, ISO S , g i v e n  n o t i c e  t o  
h ia  la n d lo rd s  th a t ha v is h e d  t o  t e n a ln a t e  h ia  te n a n c y  o l  
"S rad ley  V ie v *  a t  th e  a a r l i e a t  p o a a lb la  d a t a ,  24 J u n e , ISOS.
Ha asked them t o  arrange t o  lo t  the house and t o  c o l l e c t  th e  
ren t. Ha aaid he vaa lea v in g  f o r  T o rqu ay  in  a  fe w  d a ya  o r  
veeka, and ha d id  leave on  eone da te  b e fo r e  13 J u ly  ISO S , The 
ren t fo r  tho la e t  three quartera , a n d in g  24 June 1S09 , ap p ea ra  
t o  have bean paid by A.M. H eavia ida , then l i v i n g  a t  E a l in g .

Mary May'a a c t io n  c a l l e d  f o r  g r e a t  c o u r a g e .  She h ad , f o r  
many year#, knotat o f  th e  vaya o f  " O U i e " .  One in c id e n t  may 
aerve as an in d ica tion  o f  h ia  d ia p o s i t i o n .  M ary May and h e r  
a la te r , Sarah Suaannah Jonaa (n e e  May), v i f e  o f  C h a r ia a  
Heaviaida, ven t t o  Mevtoo t o  t e a  v i t h  O l i v e r .  I n  c a s e  ha vaa  
short o f p rov is ion s , they to o k  him  a  l o a f  o f  b r e a d .  Ha 
reaented th ia  kindly a c t .  Ha w ou ld  n o t  u se  th e  l o a f ,  and k ep t 
i t  on the ta b ie  f o r  about a  y e a r ,  t i l l  C h a r le s  v e n t  t o  M evtoo . 
Then, atung v ith  diaguat a t  f i n d in g  th e  i o a f  a t i i l  o n  th e  
ta b ia , Chariaa hurled i t  out o f  th e  v tn d o v .

"H ooa fie ld " waa b u ilt  on  th e  aouth a id e  o f  a  h i i l .  The 
d r iv e  from Lover Marborry Road down t o  the f r o n t  d o o r  vaa 
a teep . Just beyond that door, aome a tepa, an d , 1 t h in k ,  a ia e  
a  ateep  path, led  through aome treaa  and a h ru b a , b y  a  d oacon t 
o f  say tan fe e t  in to  the garden proper, v h ic h  v a s  v a i l e d .  One 
could en ter the house by the fro n t  d o o r , g o  down one f l i g h t  o f  
s ta ir s  t o  the k itchen and o th er o f f i c e r ,  and v a lk  o u t ,  on  th e  
le v e l ,  in to  the garden. The garden vaa lon g ; a t th e  l o v e r  and 
vas a door opening onto a  lane lead ing t o  the a teep  S t i c h i i l  
Road. The fron t door had a porch v i t h  a sm all sea t on one s id o .  
The door opened In to  the h a l l .  Then , on  the l e f t ,  t h e r e  
the drawing room and on the r igh t the d in in g  room. Otw o f  tho
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e th e r  roema om th is  f l o o r  served M ss  Hey as her bedreem during 
h e r  ! a t e r  y ea rs  a t  "H om efia ld ". A s ta irca se  !ed  to  the f i r s t  
f i o e r  t e  O l i v e r 's  study and bedroom and to  one o r  t e e  other 
rooms and " o f f i c e s " .

M h iie  M iss Hay mas a t  Hom afieid, mo tou id  obtain admittance 
by r in g in g  tha d o o r - b e l i .  A f t e r  she had l e f t  Honefieid, O liver 
needed som ething more sonorous. He kept a  atone in  the perch; 
in s tru c te d  v l a i t o r s  a p p lied  i t  with v igeu r to  the deerknah. 
T h is  mas g e n e ra iiy  e f f e c t i v e .

A f t e r  the d ep a rtu re  o f  Miss Hey, the entrance t ir r ^ f  
g rm h sa iiy  no r e  p ic tu resqu e . B efore  ve ry  long the outside of 
th o  d o o r  mas covered  w ith  many and va r ied  doctmenta; anst* then 
mere stmssonsea f o r  non-payment o f  ra te s , notices frsn  ths Cas 
Company th a t  payment mea in  a r re a r , a  p o r tra it  o f  Mr. A. J. 
B n ifo u r , an advertisem en t f o r  " M a h "  (a  d y e ) and many ather 
ite m s . The n o t ic e s  o f  stansonsea end o f  arrears mere posted an 
th e  d oo r by O i iv o r  h im so if. He w ished, !  th iah , to  show ( a )  te  
h im s o if ,  ( b )  t o  v ia i t o r a ,  how thooe c ia in in g  payment persecuted 
th e  H em  and a ia o  the H orn 's  contempt fo r  then.

in  a  i o t t o r  o f  iO  December, itO d , t o  O iiv e r  J . Lodge, enr 
h ero  g iv e a  tha fo llo w in g  fu i i e r  nccotatt o f  "^ sn s fie id *.

" L o f t  Mewton Abbott th is  seasaer an accatmt o f 
in p o s a ib i i i t y  o f  go ing through another w in ter there ia  ny 
v e ry  broken a ta t e .  'Beware the het end co id  d is ea se ', said 
th e  Sago, i t  i s  the d e v i i ,  and w i i !  pursue you to  your 
d ea th . !  shouid have l e f t  even the f i r s t  year !  was there, 
f in d in g  the peop le  t o  be so savage (n o t a i i  o f  then), 
e x cep t f o r  tho im p o s s ib il ity  o f  fin d in g  a  housa to  su it 
my purse and o th a r th in g s , i  remember !  re jo iced  t e  fiad 
th a t  house a t  a i i ,  i t  ssemed the eu iy  asm in  a  la rge  area, 
a f t e r  a  long  hunt. Mowavor tho am enities turned out t e  be 
shock ing and u nrestra ined . A t  ia s t ,  however, !  have no 
house; !  am o n iy  a  io d g e r ; !  have lo s t  ay independence; 
l ik e  Mr. P e c k s n if f 's  p u p ils , i f  !  meat anything oore, !  
ms a t  l lb e r y  t o  mention i t !  And such an odd landlady, <4* 
has t o  ba 'n en tlon sd ' t o  over end over again, and f in a lly  
g a ts  waxy b e fo re  she does i t .  T e t shs is  a  ve ry  good emnsn 
f o r  a i i  th a t ;  much to o  k ind-hearted aad fr e e  ia  her 
k indness. Hhon she has money, iends i t  t e  f la t te r e rs  she 
dont pay i t  back. But ahe i s  v e ry  poem new, having iaat se 
much money by lend ing i t ,  and by bed speculations. She is  
the owner o f  the p ro p e r ty , but i t  i s  nertgaged, as w ell as 

o th e r  p rop erty , so  h er net incene is  qu ite  sn a ii. Hers and 
mine (m ost o f I t )  to g e th e r carry on thfngs ia  a  cheese­
p a r in g  way. Ho servan t, no gardener, net eveo a charwomen.



Lots o f disogroeabios. But I dont have t o  g e t  up and go 
down to  d rive  away intrudara, a t  the r is k  o f  a  fre sh  
c h i i i ,  or a  atcoe in  the ey e ; and I  dont have my panes 
broken and splashed over ay s ick  bed, as a t  Newton Abbot. 
And the garden furnishes s *  w ith  end less work. N ever ca tch  
up because an hour o r  two per day i s  enough f o r  me. 1  am 
auch stronger than I  was, and ea t b e t t e r ,  and have put on 
some flesh , but !  cant g e t  r id  o f  'th e  h o t and co ld  
d lssese' end I t s  disastrous e f f e c t s  on tho l i v o r  and 
stomach. 1 dont expect to ,  but on ly  to  reduce the v io le n c e  
by re ls lng the stamina. Then there la  the insomnia due to  
the in tem ol derengeesente, which fo l lo w  Ague and F ever.
2 hours per night frequent; I f  1 g e t  4  hours s le e p  made up 
In b its , I  think i t  good. That 2 hours is  ruinous to  tho 
working brain power. I  am g e tt in g  b e t te r  s le e p  now, on the 
everege .

The property (  /10 acre , email houae) la  between two 
b ig  places, one 2S acres , deserted , u n lo t, where the Dean 
o f Durham and Mr. M. Cladatona have l iv e d ;  the o th e r  (  4  
scree) a very b ig  houae, a t  preaent l e t  fu rn ished  to  a  
Cept. Mac Somebody and Mrs. d i t t o ,  fr ien d #  and servan ts . 
This b ig  house is  to o  near, o s p o c la iiy  th e  m en ia i q u a rte rs , 
sometimes e  mcLsance. * *  the tenants keep the m en ia ls  in  

t * * ! e .  !  see !  em g e t t in g  g o s s ip y ; I  have 
caught i t  from my landlady, t*to is  f u l l  up w ith  noth ing 
s u e , except food , being very  s tou t. !  fe a r  she i s  i la b io  
t e h e  turned out, by 'c a l l in g  in ' o f  Mortgage ( !  th ink

^  * * P * * " i * n ) .  Then I  suppose 1 must move aga in , 
I T M a h o p  used to  l i v e  o p p os ite , 

*  ' *  *  good neighbourhood, and we a re
* * ? * * ' " * * *  "  ° °  Pattcock on the lawn, and 

'* ?  ^  Ponoaited b ird  makes l a  aw fu l. 
.  X ? /  r  o f tre e s  around, and !  d e i ig h t  in

t ^  '



LIFE AT II0MEF1ELD WLTM M SS MAY

The s to r y  o f  O l iv e r  fo r  those y ea rs , a f t e r  Ju ly  iWM, when 
M iss May was a t i i l  a t  Hoesefieid, cannot be understood without 
some account o f  h e r . Of her fa th e r , O liv e r  w ro te , on 22 Feb. 
1912,

"Her fa th e r ,  o ld  man May, was v e ry  c le v e r .  Mould go  out 
b e fo re  b rea k fa s t, pa in t a  p ic tu re  In  two hours, irmeo i t  
and g la z e  i t  in  h is  own workshop, e x h ib it  i t  in  the window 
and s e l l  i t  f o r  f lO  t o  120. He, in  one good y ea r , so ld  
11800 worth o f  h ie  own p ic tu re s . Industrious man. D idn 't 
do much in  the shop h im se lf, l e f t  th a t to  sons and 
daugh ters. Cave lessons In  drawing and p a in tin g . Fine 
connection . No edu cation . Rose from the p eop le . U n iversa lly  
l ik e d ;  p r in ces , p r io c e s s s s , grand dukes and dutchesses 
( s i c ) ,  a l l  s en t f o r  Mr. May, aad a l l  went to  h is  shop to  
bu y ."

Accord ing to  O l iv e r ,  Tuesday, 13 F eb ., 1912, was her 
b irth d ay . "Estim ates [ o f  h er age ] va ry  from 49 to  71 ." in  h is  
l e t t e r s  he g e n e ra lly  c a l le d  h er "The Baby*.

tdma we f i r s t  mst h er a t  "B om efie ld * i a  1909, she was, by 
O l iv e r 's  es tim a te , from  66 t o  6 g . She was o f  m iddle heigh t aad 
s tou t and had a  b e a u t ifu l com plexion. She becane in creas in g ly  
gou ty . The photograph o f  h er taken by a e  represent# h er ve ry  
w e l l .

M *n  O liv e r  a r r iv e d  a t  "B e n e f ie ld " ,  Mery May soon f e l t  the 
iapact o f  h is  passion  f o r  e ro d lc o t ln g  "n e g le c t  o f  du ty" fro a  
any *deo served  him la  say ca p a c ity . Ms to ld  h er, "Yew asset 
w rit#  t o  your fr ie n d s  aad t e l l  them n o t tn  team t o  see you*.
She s a id , *\Jhy!" Ms r e p l ie d ,  "Because you have ge t t a  do the 
w o rk ." in  many weys he was v e ry  oppressive to  her and very 
in con s id era te . !  th ink  ho d id  not r e a l is e  the eatkindness af 
I t  a l l .  Some, ou t o f  many, Inciden t#  stay ha g iven  as specimens.

Sometimes M iss May would go  ou t, perhaps without t e l l in g  
him, and not tome bock q u ite  os seem as he expected . Ihem she 
might f in d  him in  the garden w ith  a  lig h te d  candle leaking 
f o r  h er dead body.

At Christens tim e, 1914, we wanted t o  toko Miss May t o  o 
con ce rt, put the d i f f i c u l t y  was that she had then no shoe# la  
which she cou ld  walk w ith  c  oa f a r t .  O l iv e r  would net l e t  her 
go  the two sellas t o  Fnlgnten f o r  the h e lp  at o  ch iro podis t .
She wee to o  s tou t to  opera te  an her own f e e t .  TO r e l ie v e  her,
1 spent n n am ing  and an evenlstg in  p ra c t is in g  chiropody.
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A day or two la te r , we took her, by cab, to  a bookshop, bought 
her a pair o f " ) ! t  cloth-topped boots, and then went on to  tho 
concert and tea afterwards at the I 'lo r  P a v il io n . Mo had a  very 
happy t la v . O liver was very cross w ith  me f o r  paying f o r  the 
shoes. He compclicd SM to  t e l !  him the c o s t ,  v i z  12/3, and 
sent me tho amount by cheque dated 5 Jan ., 1915. But ho could 
not compel me to  cash tho cheque, which i  s t i i i  have.

The account which O livor gavo mo o f  how badiy Mary Way 
treated him over pease pudding is  a  m iid specimen o f h is  
complaints against her. Here i t  is .

Tuesday, 30 January 1912. "The g roa t L e n t i l  Question 
cropped up today (not tho f i r s t  t im e ). S h a ll I when 1 wont 
Pork and Pease pudding hot, th is  b e in g  the proper tim e fo r  
that wholesome and vu lgar fa r e ,  t o  make tho system a b le  to  
res is t tho co ld , sh a ll 1 be d idd led  in to  e a t in g  l e n t i la  
instead on the p lea  that they a re  much n ic e r ,  and so 
nutritious? Novor! I  had enough o f  I t  b o fo ro . I waa 
introduced to  le n t i ls  at Paignton, by a  n iece  who took 
charge when my mother became too fe e b ie ;  i t  was su bstitu ted  
fo r  my mother's poaso pudding, most unwarrantably and 
without any conaideratioo f o r  our fe e l in g s  o r  w ishes, but 
merely because th is  new cook waa a  v e g e ta r ia n , and 
vogetarians seem to  have a  s p ite  aga in st pease and always 
preach le n t i ls .  l*ty , 1 hardly know, probably because they 
have been proved by chemical an a ly s is  t o  con ta in  a  i t t t i c  
more n itrogen  than pease. Th is team ed g i r l  (a  woman now) 
had nuta fo r  breakfaat, becauae they were recommended by 
aome id io t ic  vegetarian jou rn a l,  and con ta ined  more 
nitrogen than anything e ia e . Save me from n itro g e n ! I t ' s  
a mad world. 1 preferred  the pease, but n ever had 'em 
again. I t  waa always that sloppy l e n t i l  soup.

"But why does the Baby do I t ?  She i s n ' t  a  v eg e ta r ia n , 
eating nuts f o r  breakfast, w ith  vege ta r ian  b u tte r  (a  fra u d ), 
and vegetarian cheese (another frau d ) a t  o th e r  m eala, a l i  
very nutritious and oitrogenoua, no doubt. Because she 
once was strongly under the vegeta rian  n ie c e 's  In flu en ce , 
end so imbibed a lo t  o f  her nonsense, and i t  h a sn 't gone 
o f f  y e t .  1  have, however, got r id  o f  cabbage s ta lk  soup, 
and some other wretched frauds. She ea ts  r e a l  good cheese 
now Cheddar and S t. I v e l ,  and a l l  aorts  o f non -vegetarian  
food. (Perhaps too much).

H aving asked fo r  the reasonable d ish  (a  change from 
chopped up steak and potatoes -  h a l f  b la c k ),  i  g o t the 
pork because there was some in  the house, ra th er s ta le ,  
and not the r igh t s o r t , but wouldn't have the l e n t i l s  o r  
th e ir  nutritiousness. (S evera l times same th in g  b e fo r e ).



She w asn 't amenable to  my very  c i v i l  remonstrance that 1 
knew l e n t i l s  v e ry  w e l l ;  1 wanted pcaso. 'Oh! You know 
e v e r y th in g ! ' she r e p l ie d ,  w ith  some temper. 'L  assure you 
they a re  v e ry  n u t r i t io u s . ' 'Bu t they a re  not pease pudding. 
D on 't you know what poase pudding is ?  Pease pudding is n 't  
made w ith  l o n t i l s ! '  She i s  go ing to  buy some, I f  procurable. 
To keep her from  fo r g o t t in g  1 drop down a  note p e r io d ic a lly . 
M o.l (now s e r ie s )  inform ed her th a t the Jews a te  le n t i ls  
in  the B ib le ,  but th ere  I s  no mention o f  pease pudding.
N o .2 ( i n  p rep a ra tion ) thero was a  plague o f  le n t i ls  in 
Egypt in  the tim e o f  Moses. A lso  there was one case o f 
l i v in g  f o r  f o r t y  days on l e n t i l s  and w ild  honey, o r  e ls e  
honoy and w ild  l o n t i l s ,  they were so n u tr it io u s . Mo.3 
(read y  tomorrow) mentioned in  Magna Charta. Felony to  rob 
the v i l l e i n  o f  h is  pease pudding. Mo.4 (so on ) Act o f 
George IV . f in e  40/- o r  one month on grocers  and others 
f o r  s u b s titu tin g  l e n t i l s  fo r  poase pudding. And so on.
1 s h a ll  g e t  my pease pudding in  tim e, as i  d id  my Brawn. 
T h a t 's  another s to ry .

" In  aimtnar o f  1909, 1 came to  the clim ax o f my U v e r -  
atosearh tro u b le . Seven weeks in  bed, o r  e ls e  9 , l i v in g  on 
m ilk , taken through a tube, sugared. 1 g e t  a  new stemech 
in  the en d , v e ry  ten d er. (S tron g  f e v e r ,  pain indescribab le ) 
(B om  a g a in ) .  !  was reduced to  n ea rly  a  skeleton  in 
appearance, w ith  my r ib a  l ik e  th ia .
J e l l y  came n ex t . And ch oco la te . 1 e g g . But !  wanted 
fe ed in g  up and co u ld n 't  take e i th e r  bread o r  meat or 
v e g a ta b le e . In s t in c t  t o ld  me Brawn ( p l g 'e  bead, o r  cheek, 
r a th e r ) was tha th in g . T r ied  to  g e t  the Baby to  g e t  i t ;  
aga in  and a ga in ; she seemed to  th ink  i t  was on ly  a  fad o f 
m ine; g o t i t  a t  la s t ,  home-made; a te  a  a l l c e  once per 2 
hours, a lon g  w ith  a  d rin k  o f  co ffe a -m llk  o r  m ilk , day and 
n igh t f o r  a  long  tim e, in s t in c t  was r ig h t .  La id  on fle sh  
ra p id ly ,  and when the w in ter came !  was q u ite  s tou t. But 
i t  was poor q u a lit y .  1 hardened i t  a fterw ards by garden 
work, and a  gradual retu rn  to  s tron ger fo o d ; meat (s tea k ) 
la s t  o f  a l l .  Lost a l l  ta s te  f o r  f is h ,  f o r  t e a ,  fo r  
v e g e ta b le s  (s a v e  p o ta toes ) on ly  care  f o r  rtmp steak , with 
pork f o r  a  change. Bread d isag rees . Paste i s  not to  be 
thought o f .  O b liged  to  ea t b is c u its ,  but d o n 't  f in d  them 
v e ry  a g re ea b le . The e f f e c t  o f  the a d d ition  o f  r e a l meat 
(w ith  the ju ic e  in  i t ,  not ou ts id e , turned to  B o v r l l )  is  
w onderfu l, as a  s tim u la to r in  the a ss im ila tion  o f  other 
fo o d . D on 't ta lk  to  me about Mute, and N itrogen . (The 
rheumatism, and a r t h r i t i s ,  was o n ly  a sequel to  the ' ' " a r e  
i l ln e s s ,  i t  took iS  years t o  go o f f ,  ju s t a  tra ce  now).
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3! January, 1912. "Pork. Awful a t  n ig h t. Not in d ig e s t io n ,
1 think. Perhaps ptomaines. V io len t  con vu ls ion s , body and 
brain, lik e  a gymnotus in  a  passion. R igh t tod ay . Perhaps 
i t  was due to  the absence o f  the Pease pudding. (B u l le t in
no L en tils  are Hlgh-Church. Always oaten  in  Len t by
the s t r ic t e r  s o r t , as a  penance, accompanied In  p r iv a te  
by h a ir-sh irts  and baada)."

We paid many v ia ita  to  Hom efield. U n t il M iss Way i o f t ,  Mrs. 
Searle generally consorted w ith  h er, and was rewarded by many 
l iv e ly  a r t ic le s  from the "Hom efield P roceed in gs ". 1 would be 
with O liver in  h is  study. We sometimes ta lk ed  some e l e c t r o ­
magnetic a tu ff, but more o ften  wo apoke o f  peop le In  whom wo 
were intereated. We a l l  emt a t  toa In the d in in g  room.

Miss Mary Way shoved Mrs. S ea r le  a long "agroeseent" which 
O liver got her to  s ign ; here a re  some itom s :-

"M.W. agrees never to  marry a n ig g e r .  -  O.H. agrees 
never to  marry a n igger. -  M.W. agreos to  wear warm 
woollen underclothing and keep h e r s e lf  warn in  w in te r .  -  
M.W. agrees never to  go out w ithout O .H . 's  p erm iss ion . - 
M.W. agrees never to  g iv e  anything away w ith ou t O .H . 's  
penslsslon ."

On one occasion O liv e r  caught us in  the d r iv e  b e fo re  we 
reached the house. He handed Mrs. S ea r ie  a  n o te  which she was 
to  read before en tering the house. I t  was to  the e f f e c t  that 
i t  would be b e tte r  i f  she encouraged Miss May t o  do h er work 
and did not take her out to  coocerta .

At one time, O liv e r 'a  ve ry  in considerate treatm ent o f  Mias 
Way, as revealed by many o f h is  l e t t e r s ,  seamed to  c a l l  fo r  
rebuke. One day 1 eeated myaelf on a  ta b le  In  h ia  study near 
the door with my fe e t  on n  ch a ir  so p laced  th a t he cou ld  not 
open the door. 1  to ld  him, without any " s o f t  soap ", what 1 
thought o f  h is  treatment o f  Miss May. to  whose kindness he was 
very much indebted. 1  t r ie d  to  make him r e a l is e  th a t he was a 
tyrant. One lesson In "manners" s a t is f ie d  him, and i t  was a 
year o r  more before he asked me in to  h ia  study a ga in . Me f e l t  
safer behind the sk irts  o f  Mias May and Mrs. g e a r la .

O livar had co liec tad  a g rea t many p o r tra its  o f  p eo p le , aoese 
from newspapers, some s te e l engravings, soeee ac tu a l photographs, 
e tc . They were displayed on one waii o f  h is  s tu dy , and on the 
back o f the door. On i3  Mov., 1912, "g tuck  up about 300 
pictures in  my rooms. A i l  sorts , s te e l engravings, wood 
engravings, o i l  and water co lou rs, cha lk , photos, chroeeoa, 
processes. The best ere the email s t e e ls ,  put In  the panels 
(o f the doorj which make a good framing. Cot lo t s  o f  woodcuts, 
perhaps a thousand, but they are e ith e r  ve ry  coerae , end want
st



d o , o r  e is e  th ey  ora  on in d ia  paper, and wont d o . i  hope the 
charwoman wont w ipe h er d i r t y  f in g e r s  on my w ork ."

Many o f  the p o r t r a i t s  were those o f  s c ie n t i f i c  men. His 
c o i ie c t io n  o f  them showed h is  in te r e s t  in  a  w orid  o f science 
much w idor than h is  own o f f i c i a l  f i a l d  o f mathematics and 
e ta c tro -n a g n e t ic  th a o ry . Me knew a  good deal about peopie, 
more than ono would exp ec t a man t o  know, who had liv e d  so 
iong  by h iu a o i f .  Mo was store in  correspondence w ith  other 
peop ie than i t  was fash ionab ia  t o  supposa.

Among tho murai d eco ra tion s  o f  h is  study a t  "Hom efleid", 
O iiv a r  d isp la y ed  a copy o f  the Diploma from the U n ivers ity  o f 
G ottingen , o f  d a te  i905 , c o n fe r r in g  upon him the degree o f 
Honorary D octor o f  ph iiosophy and Master o f  A r ts . Besides the 
o f f i c i a l  document, s e v e ra i cop iaa  p r in ted  on good ordinary 
papor wuro sen t to  him, and one o f  these served  as the "p os te r". 
Me gave me one copy ; i t  steasures by inches. To 
d e f la t e  tho pompous L a tin  o f the Dipioma, he amended W ilheim i" 
(g o n e t iv c  o f  M ilheimus, German Emperor) t o  "W ilhein ibua", and 
decora ted  many o th er words, on s im ila r  l in e s ,  accord ing to  
t a s t e .  We do not remamber even hearing o f  the Diploma at 
"B rad ley  V ie w ", and we a re  sure we d id  not see a  copy before 
we saw i t  a t  "H om efia id *. i f  O l iv e r  showed us the o f f i c i a l  
document, l  have fo rg o tte n  i t .

On one o f  our w in te r  v i s i t s  ws went t o  tea  a t  "Hom efieid* 
w ith  M iss May and O l iv e r .  He sa id  to  Mrs. S ea r le , " i  do not 
th ink  you t i e  your t i e  p ro p e r ly ; i f  i  g a t you a  t i e ,  w i i i  you 
wear i t ? "  She r e p l ie d  "That a l l  depends upon the t i e . "  <X*r 
n ex t v i s i t  was f o r  t e a  on Christmas Oay; Miss May had gome 
ou t to  fr ie n d s  f o r  t e a .  He showed us in to  the drawing room, 
and then went o f f ,  perhaps t o  ga t t e a  ready. Me saw, la id  out 
on tha c h a ir  two "c h e s t-p ro te c t in g *  t i e s ,  each w ith  a  spring 
g r ip  in  i t  f o r  secu rin g  i t a  narrow neck hand; such t i e s  are 
now o b s o ie te . One waa b lue and broem, tha o th er pu rp ie . My 
w i fe  fan c ied  the b lue and brown t i e .  * * * a  O liv e r  came hack to  
tha room, ha aa id  " i  th in k  tha purple one la  b ea u tifu l. (He 
lik ed  good s tron g  c o lo u rs ).  So she, d ip lo m a tic a lly , chose the 
purple t i e ,  and he gave i t  t o  h er. For our next v i s i t ,  ame 
f ix e d  the t i e  n ea tly  in  p ie c e ,  p a r t ly  by tha g r ip  e l i t e  
sp r in g  on tha neck hand and p a r t ly  by x pirns. Thus * * * * * * * *  
she took her t e a ,  and ia t a r  O l iv e r  aa id  "1  have been leok iag  _  
a t  th a t t i e  a i l  tha a ftern oon ; 1  th ink  i t  ia  p e r fe c t ly  **ve*F-

Mra. S e a r le 'a  a ia t e r ,  the la t e  Mies Etna tdwards, was with 
us on one o r  two o f  our v i s i t s  t o  Torquay *dU!o Miss May was 
s t l i i  a t  "H om efia id ". O liv e r  was qu it#  fend o f 
ie t t e r s  would ask me how things went wtth her a t  "Wu*rte 
(Musweli M i l l ) .  Me put her in i t i a l s  g .E . In to  quare ! * " *



wrote E . She couid recite n icely and recited  to  him fo r  hie 
benefit. She had to  etend ciose to  him, becauae ho was doaf. 
One day aim did a piece about two ladioe choosit'M aomething 
in a drees shop. Ono would eay "Oon't you think so, dear," 
and simiiar expressions. O liver would then break In with an 
impish hfea, dear".

Lama was a devout woman and fu l l  o f goodness. A poor woman 
in London, who, in the war o f 1914-18, was losing a lo t  of 
weight through tubercuiar troubio, was completeiy healed in 
answer to Emma's prayer. The unmletakeable "atmoaphcro" about 
her did not repel but attracted him.

A n o th e r  slater, the la te  Amy Edwards, on one v i s i t  stayed 
on  at Torquay fo r  e  few days a fte r  we l e f t .  Miss May thought 
Amy might bo lonely and asked her to  tea . She rec ited  to 
Oliver, and reported that she had much enjoyed horeo if at 
"Homefiold".

!0



PANGS O f LOVE OR HMHMATLSm

A Letter deted "Monday, the dark day* and posted 23 J*tuary 
L9L2 covers a wide ren te. Lt runs:-

"A fte r  your Leaving, within ^ minute, ! was aairad with 
a pain in  the heart, edeich grew fa s t , and spread aver a 
iarge area. I t  was accompanied by a fe e iin g  of great 
anxiety, and o f impending caiam ity, and despondency, ^ed 
an aching desire fo r  ! know not what. ! went and piayed 
Beethoven's funerai March, but i t  d id mo good. Then tame 
dinner; 2 o z . o f mincod steak underdone was a i i  i couid 
e a t ;  the potatoes might have been fine sawdust. Bad 
afternoon, in  the evening !  tr ied  to  raise my sp ir its  by 
going through that picture book you i e f t ,  but not the 
ghost o f  a smiie did i t  ra ise . They seemed quite s i i iy .  
i  thought o f  the spiendid work o f du Maurier, and many 
others. Truiy the 20th Century was worse than the i9th. 
T i i i  2 came near the end, end saw some pictures o f a  wife 
shaving her husband. They were poor and coarseiy executed, 
tut ! iaughed; why, i t  seemed impossibie to  t e i i .  My 
diaphragm was agitated in  a spasmodic jerky fashion, and 
the pain in  the heart was d is t in c t ly  re iieved . But what 
was there to  iaugh at? !  considered. Mhy, i t  was you and 
your w ife s it t in g  under a cocoa-nut tree in the isiand of 
Bermuda, she operating upon your ferocious moustache, and 
a io t  o f i i t t i e  naked nigger boys looking on grinning, 
f in  the f i r s t  part o f  1911, we spent about 4 months in 
Jamaica and Bermudaj. But was the pain the pangs of iove, 
or was i t  cardiac rheumatism? Anyway, i  shail put something 
warm over i t  tonight in  bed, and trust that w iii drive it 
away. ! had lo ta  o f i t  at Newton Abbot, the town of 
savages, on account o f the frequent fa iiu res in the gas 
supply, and the days o f waiting before i  couid get i t  
romedied. But le t  me forget that dreadfui tism, when i 
iived  in  a f3S v i i i a ,  su ffering from the morai, 
in te llec tu a l, physical, legal and pecuniary consequences 
o f poverty. Truiy !  have no more money now, but the 
"Torquay Marriage" I  and the Baby have made le  equivalent 
to  ra ielng both her income and mine, with fa r  greater 
comfort, i t  wae forced on me at f i r e t  by complete 
broakdown in health; 1 have recovered from that, elowly, 
except fo r  sequele, but 1 fear my mental a c tiv ity  ie  gone 
for good, i  cannot concentrate upon anything now save for 
a short time. Of course the constant thinking about money 
matters is  contributing to  that, and keeping the Baby up
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to  tho -a rk , and out o f  m isch ie f. Sho waa a  sp o ile d  c h i id ,  
had everything ahe wanted, d id  as she iik ed  and wouid d o  i t  
again i f  she could. Rather a  d i f f i c u l t  su b jo c t to  manage, 
sometimes. But i t  i s  nothing to  what i t  was the f i r s t  
year. She had no notion o f  the d u ties  o f  a  housekeeper 
then.. . . "
Postscript "Pangs o f  lo v e  s t i l i  hanging about my h ea rt, 
o r  breast, o r  buzzum."



MARY WAY'S SISTER'S DEATH

"My Baby has baen va ry  troublesome th is  stmeaer Juiy 
1912 . Upset by har s i s t e r 's  i i in e s s  and the uncerta in ty . 
Always g o in g  t o  d ie .  T h is  a fte rn oon ; o r  in  throe days; or 
a t  any tim e. A ga in st my a d v ic e , she took to  go in g  down to  
see whether was doad y a t ,  f o r  th a t is  what i t  amounted to ;
whether h er s i s t e r  would recogn ise  h a r, o r  could speak
in t e l l i g i b l y ,  e t c .  Tho more she went the worso she go t, 
and I  g o t  paid  out f o r  i t .  At la s t  I  had to  s top  i t ,  and
re fused  to  l e t  her go  to  the fu n era l. That brought i t  to
a  c lim ax, and she gave i t  me hot and h o t. 1 was a  ty ran t; 
she was my p r is on e r ; she would not stand i t  any longer; 
she was my s la v e ;  she would have a  now agreement w ith  me; 
she would go  out ju s t  when she lik e d ; she owed me no money 
a t  a l l ;  e t c . ,  e t c .  ad l i b .  1 took most o f i t  ve ry  meekly 
indeed, but sa t w ith  her and lis ten ed  t i i l  she cooied  down. 
What seemed to  hurt her most was th a t she was under my 
thumb, as she s a id , i l lu s t r a t in g  i t  by p rossing down her 
thunb on the ta b le .  W e il,  th a t is  un fortunate, and ye t 
most necessary and fo rtu n a te  under the circum stances, fo r  
she i s  q u ite  incapable o f  managing h er own a f f a i r s ,  and 
would have gone to  pot w ithou t me.

"She is  much b e t te r  now, and shows some signs o f  a 
d e s ir e  to  do her duty to  me to  some e x te n t ."

Miss W ay's o n ly  s is t e r ,  Sarah Susannah Jones H eaviside, 
w ife  o f  Charies H eavis ide , d ied  3  J u ly , i912.

O liv e r  d ec la red  th a t ho had been sub ject to  much rudeness 
o f  an a gg re s s iv e  k ind s in ce  he went to  Hom efield. I t  seems to  
have d ied  down. On 28 January 1912 he sa id  that the trouble 
had almost d isappeared . W ith regard  to  the o id  trou b les , he 
wrote

" I t  was not m erely the base rudeness o f  savages; but 
a ls o  the natu ra l rudeness o f  country town people, a thing 
that I  hard iy eve r  met in  London, Nowcastle, Edinburgh, 
Clasgow. Hero is  an exam ple:-

"1 am sweeping up the d r iv e .  As I  come to  the ga te , 1 
sco a  l i t t l e  party  como a lon g , two la d ie s , two ch ild ren . 
In s ta n tly  one lady c a l l s  out loud "Look! Th ere 's  01l i e  
aga in ! i  haven 't seen him to r  a  long t im e ."  "Cabbie, 
gabbto, g a b b io ,"  as thoy fade away. Now can you imagine 
anything o f  that s o r t  in  a  London suburb o f  sLm iiar kind 
t o  th is  part o f  Torquay? They ipoked l ik e  la d ie s . Or 
imagine people a c tu a lly  c ross in g  the road to  my ga te , and
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DR. CROWIHER

Dr. James Arnold  Crowther, (d ie d  25 March 1950), Emeritus 
P ro fe s so r  o f  Ph ys ics , U n iv e rs ity  o f  Reading, and f o r  many 
years my co llea gu e  a t  the Cavendish Laboratory sends eee soste 
notes o f  a  v i s i t  t o  O l iv e r  a t  "H om efie id " In  1914. He w rites 
(30  Sep t. 1949):

" I  o n ly  met O l iv e r  H eavis ide once, when I  c a l le d  on 
him a t  Torquay w ith  an in trodu ction  from y o u rs e lf.  1 
c a lle d  once o r  tw ice  unsuccessfu lly  a t  the house where he 
l iv e d ,  but evon tu aU y, in  response to  my knock, the 
ph ilosopher came to  tho door and adm itted me to  h is  
sanctum. 1 seem t o  remember a  ra th er th ic k -s e t ,  rosy 
person w ith  a  good d ea l o f  h a ir  about h is  fa c e , and 
d ressed  ra th er shabb ily  and u n t id i ly ,  even by my standard 
which (h a v in g  beon accustomed to  d is tin gu ish ed  dons) was 
n o t a  ve ry  h igh  one.

"The room 1 was shown in to  was la rg e  and very  brown. 
There was a la rg e  ta b le  in  the m iddie, l i t t e r e d  with 
books, m anuscripts, and the remains o f  a  s o l i t a r y  lunch, 
a l l  mixod up, and on tho so fa  a  s im ila r  melango o f  books 
and MSS to ge th e r w ith  the remains o f  the b reak fast crockery. 
I  have an id ea  th a t r e l i c s  o f  s t i l l  e a r l i e r  meals were 
somewhere in  the recessos o f  the room, but I cannot be 
su re . As fa r  a s  1 could t e l l ,  O l iv e r  was l iv in g  in  the b ig  
o ld -fash ion ed  house q u ite  a lone a t  tho tim e; a t  any ra te , 
th ere  was noth ing to  h in t o f  any o th e r  occupant, o r  any 
s o r t  o f  a ttendant.

"H eav is id e  immediately launched in to  a  long  argissont 
on some e lec trom agn etic  t o p ic ,  from which 1 gathered that 
a l l  was not w e li  w ith  the commonly accepted treatment of 
that su b je c t -  an impression which I  re ta in  to  the present 
day. From time t o  tim e 1 In te r je c te d  what I  hope were 
approp ria te  remarks -  but in  s p it e  o f  your care fu l 
t ra in in g , 1 was, and s t i l l  am a  l i t t l e  shaky on 
mathematical e l e c t r i c i t y .  A f t e r  h a l f  an hour o r  so, !  was 
k in d ly  but f irm ly  d ism issed; and I  never had the courage 
t o  c a l l  aga in .

"1 was, I  may add, ve ry  deop ly impressed by O liver 
H eav is id e , even in  such a  b r ie f  encounter. I  never met 
anyone who ( i n  s p it e  o f  su rface e c c e n t r ic i t ie s )  impressed 
me more d eep ly  w ith  tho fe e l in g  that 1 was, momentarily 
in  con ta c t w ith  a r e a l ly  g rea t mind. 1 have always been 
g lad  1 made the v i s i t . "
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l a  a  l e t t e r .  O l iv e r  r a id  "C row th er a a id  i t  was a  n ic e  
tardea**, but Crowther has a o  d i s t in c t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a l  th e  
p la ce  except o i  i t s  g en era l unkempt lo o k .

Crowther I s  sure th a t  the 'san c tu m ' was a  la r g e  room on 
the ground f l o o r .  O l i v e r 's  S tudy, e v e r y  t im e  we sow  h im , was 
on the f i r s t  f l o o r .  We d id  n o t go  t o  Torqu ay  betw een  Christm as 
1913 and Christsm s 1914, and have no c lu e  a s  t o  why O l i v e r ,
In the sp r in g  o f  1914, shou ld  have used  th e  d ra w in g  room as  a 
study.

A l e t t e r ,  13 A p r i l ,  1914, from  " In o x h a u s t lb le  C a v i t y " ,  
Torquay, exp resses  O l i v e r 's  d isap p o in tm en t when p o s s ib le  
c a l le r s  d id  not v i s i t  h im t-

"O r . S e a r le ,  Te i g .  V .P .  You have n o t  cau gh t on  t o  my 
l i t t l e  n o te  about E^ Emma Edwards .  N o th in g  t o  d o  w ith  .
 Or* burton .  He d id n t b r in g  h is  w i f e ,  o ven  when
In v ite d  by M iss Way and s e i f .  O r d a u g h te r - in - ia w .  My 
f a u l t ,  no dou bt, though I  c a n 't  e x a c t l y  s e e  i t .

"Your fr ie n d  Crow ther casse i a t e i y .  He d i d n ' t  b r in g  h ia  
w i f e .  That was c e r t a in ly  my f a u l t ,  b ecau se  i  d id  n o t  know 
he had one. So i  l e f t  i t  t o  M.M. t o  i n v i t e  w i i e ,  w h ich  she 
d id n 't  d o . (She had shown s ig n s  o i  v i n i g a r i t y  th a t  d a y ) .

"Your fr ie n d  Bromwich d id n 't  b r in g  h ia  w i f e  e i t h e r ,  and 
kept awey h im ae lf t o o .  My f a u i t  a g a in .

"Then th ere  waa a  London P r o fe s s o r  who cam e, and he 
d id n 't  b r in g  h ia  w i f e .  And i  asked  him  t o  come a g a in  and 
b r in g  h is  w i i e  w ith  him. O f cou rse  i  ou gh t n o t  t o  have done 
so. I am always w rong. W e l l ,  he seemed s u r p r is e d  and s a id  
'T o  see tdiom?' ' 0 . '  !  answ ered , 'A n yb od y , m y s e l f ,  f o r  
exam p le !' He laughed i t  o f f ,  tamo a g a in ,  and d i d n 't  b r in g  
h is  w ife .

" I t ' s  e  funny w orld  ' A i i  th e  w o r ld  and h i s  w i f e '  (O id  
s a y in g ).  V a is ! "

Crowther d id  n o t s e e , o r  hear a n y th in g  o f  M iss  Way. No 
doubt the 'V in ig a r i t y *  is  the e x p ia n a t io n . i t  eieans th a t  th ere  
had been a  c la sh  between O .H . and M .W ., and t h a t ,  f o r  th e  tim e 
b e in g , she had "n e g le c te d  her w ork " and had done n o th in g  fo r  
him. Ho had probab ly cooked h is  own m eals and l e f t  th e  washing 
up t i i l  he f e l t  in c l in e d  t o  d o  I t .

Miss Way needed f r e s h  s p e c ta c le s ,  and O i i v e r  wanted a  p a ir  
e ith e r  because he needed f r e s h  s p e c ta c le s  o r  because he had 
nooe. 1 am n o t an o p t ic ia n ,  but 1 had in  Cam bridge a  good sot 
o f  lenses e t c .  f o r  s ig h t  t e s t in g .  !  borrow ed  from  M iss  T rou lan , 
O p tic ia n , Torquay, a  " t r i a l  fram e" and a  range o i  len ses  from  
<^ich i  thought 1 cou ld  f in d  len ses  t o  s u i t  h e r .  We w ere p leased  
to  g iv e  h er th e  s p e c ta c le s ,  w hich M iss T rou ian  made up as  a
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O ii^ e ?  apectac iea  f . r  „ is a  Hay and fo r
^ e H ' '  r f ^  19!2. -M is , May f in d . the
t h ^  -  And H  f a t e f u l  to  your w i f .  f . r
them. And, on 29 January, "She ia  ve ry  g ra te fu i f o r  the 
a p ec ta c iea  which s e e .  t o  s u it  her v e ry  w e ll ,  and a lso  said i t

i f  f o r d \ c ' l h ^  *  ' * * * * '  ^  " " * *? *  " f  P a r t ic u ia r  m erit in  mere gen eros ity , i
s a id  aha ahouid aay h ind, cona idarate, thoughtfu i, troubie- 
ta k in g . And ahe agraed . R igh t a ga in ."

The o f  fa c t  o f  the new giaaaaa waa remarkabie; no wonder 
th a t M.W. waa g r a ta fu i.

On 22 February 1 9 i2 :-

"Baby made another d ia cove ry . When ahe doea her hair 
w ith  the new giaaaaa on . She aaya i t  makes her Look 20 
yea rs  younger! She La g r a t i f ia d  and f i a t t i f i e d  and 
w o r r i f ie d ,  o f  cou rse . And a  good Job to o . Make her keep 
up a  p roper p r id e  in  h er personal appearance as every 
woman aheuLd. And men to o ,  on iy  they won't take the 
tr o u b ie  and the tim e, having on iy  mugs as  a nuie which 
d o n 't  f i a t t i f y  them. Mow what ia  the s c ie n t i f ic  
e xp la n a tion  o f  the phenomenon? Couid h er eyes have been 
ae  bad th a t her v isa ge  eeemed d is to r te d , and ahe thought 
h e r a e i f  v e ry  u g ly ! V an ity , so much preached aga inst, ia  a 
V ir tu e .  O n iy, i ik a  o th er v ir tu e s ,  i t  becomes a v ic e  i f  
c a r r ie d  to o  f a r .  i ik a  a a t io g  a  ia rge  quantity o f  a a it, 
in s tead  o f  a  am aii apoon fu i. AS f o r  me, !  would wear the 
moat Korgeoua c io th e s  i f  i  had them, and i f  i t  d id  not 
expose me t o  unpieasant a tten tio n s . That wouid not g ra t ify  
o r  f i a t t i f y  me, ao i  wear the o id  d reaa iag- goem instead. 
U n t i l  gorgeous c io th es  a re  in  fash ion.

"T h is  p ro p e rty  o f  the new g lasses  suggests a  most 
p r o f i t a b ie  in ven tion , (when found) v i r  a  s o rt  o f giasses 
t o  look  through o r  iook  in to  which wouid cause a i i  
w r in k ics  t o  d isappear, holiowa to  f l i i  up. noses to  
s tra ig h te n , wide mouths to  narrow, e t c .  i t  ia  not 
im p o s s ib le ."

I  d id  my best u ith  O iiv e r ,  a  d i f f i c u i t  su b ject, " * * < " " *  
p a t ien c e . He wouid not g iv e  the a tten tion  needed ^  
whether a  p a r t ic u ia r  iena  gave him b e tte r  o r  worse v la io o .
He spoke o f  the nuisance o f  wearing a p * "a c ie e  end o f the
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Troulan to  make up a  p a ir  o f  sp ectac les  to  my p r e s c r ip t io n .
O liver did not appreciate h is  sp e c ta c le s . (hi i2  October 

1912, "baby ays 'sp ecs ' g rea t com fort and begs me to  send 
Lind regards. As fo r  mine, i f  1 cou ld  turn the 's p e c s ' in t o  a 
wig, !  would, fo r  that is  a  g rea t com fort to o ,  t o  a  ba ld  baby, 
and 1 could wear i t  m yself i f  she w o u ld n 't ."

The 'specs ' had a  rough tim e. He w ro te , 11 January 1913, 
"C lorglo Searlio  e t  spouso. Salutcm. To l g i t u r .  Specs.
Cimcrack frame. 4/b. Class canto out. Long hunt. Found 
accidentally in  pocket. U v e t t ln g  badly done. 6/6. Nevar 
again. The o ld  s ty le ,  much superior; o n ly  le g s  to o  s h o r t .  A iso  
cheaper."

"Mould you l ik e  to  have 2 'a p ec '-ca sea  from an unknown 
donor! t o  s a i l  any buy anything you H k a  w ith  the m oney."

!S



DRAUGHTS

O l iv e r 's  lo v e  o f  warmth seed# him hate draughts. On 27 
January, 1912, ho w rote the fo llo w in g  eeeay on Draughte, e tc t -

"My trou b ie  hae been that !  c a n 't  warm the houoe, not 
t i l l  ia t e  in  the even ing , and the reason fo r  that ie  the 
Baby's p e rs is ten ce  in  lea v in g  the dooro wide open, both 
in  the basement and on the ground f l o o r ,  le t t in g  etrong 
draughte o f  c o ld  a i r  coese upota ira  The l iv e d  on the f l r e t  
f lo o r J  and c o o l my roomo and me below the standard 
necessary to  me f o r  ex io ten co  w ithou t constant in d iges tion  
and ch es t c o ld  and w orse, fa r  woree, in f in i t e l y  woree, i f  
1 c a n 't  r e e to re  and em intaln  my tem perature. Of course 1 
have g iven  up garden work f o r  the p reeen t. So 1 have been 
in  bed s e v e ra l t in ea  f o r  period# in  the day-tim e, and w ith  
f i r e e  in  two roomo, bed and e l t t in g  rooms. Ask the Baby 
not to  iaavo  the dooro open. Mo good; aha does i t  once o r  
tw ic e ,  and then iea vee  o f f !  S tu p id ity  as much as went of 
memory and w oo lga th erin g . She th inks i t  i s  on ly  a fad  of 
m ine. And then my door ia  biown open aga in , and i  know 
she has opened another d oo r. And th ere  a re  such a  i o t  o f  
them dow nsta irs . Mow in  th e  even ing , S .30 , her rooms are 
in su pportab le , but !  have g o t my rooms b e a u t ifu l!y  warm, 
and the in te rn a l trou b les  a re  passing o f f .  Mhat made i t  
so bad today (2 7  January, 1912) was the presence o f  the 
c h a r g ir l .  not the r e a i  o r ig in a l  charwoman, w ith  Doan's 
backache o r  iusebage. but her daughter and she l e  a  n ice 
specimen. A S  she went about she d id  Just the same as  the 
gaby. Mhen 1 i e f t  my bedroom in  the morning, !  found the 
fr o n t  door se t wide open. Had been so f o r  more than h a if 
an hour, f r e e t in g  the house! And a f t e r  th a t, a s  she went 
abou t, whenever she tame to  a  shut d oo r, she i e f t  i t  wide 
open, one a f t e r  another. Spoke t o  h er. Temporary r e l i e f  
o n ly ,  in  the course o f  the day !  went d o *t a  ( e ig h t ,  acht. 
octopus, oc tavo  e t c . )  tim es t o  shut open d oo rs . The ias t 
one was the Baby's own do ing , i  wee sure there was a  door 
open, i t  was den ied , found i t  in  the basement. Strong 
draught. Y et the goby sa id  she had shut i t !  Mhat she did 
was Just to  g iv e  the door a  s o r t  o f  a  f i lm g , and then the 
wind a t  osece biew  i t  opem p re t ty  w ide. Th is in a tten tion  
and care lessn ess  and In d iffe ren ce  a re  ve ry  cannon 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  Devonshire n a tiv e s .

"Mhat ca s t sens tw*our on the s itu a t io n , o f  a  grim 
kind to  an in v a iid ,  was my fin d in g  the doors o f  two rooms 
shut which !  had p a r t ic u la r ly  requested the gaby to  keep



open aM  the year round! There i s  no draugh t, and i  wuttt 
the wane a ir  from the gas s to ve  to  en ter  them d ry , o r  as 
i i t t i e  damp as poss ib ie . I  l ik e  to  have a good grumbie 
occasionally. !  would not do so  i f  the e v i l  were natu ra l 
or essen tia l. But i t  is  q u ite  e a s i ly  p reven tab le . I t  used 
to  be fa r  worse the f i r s t  year 1  was h e re ; i f  i  put a lump 
o f coal on the f i r e ,  the Baby took i t  o f f  aga in  (n o t 
always), and to ld  me to  go away to  my own room. But how 
glad she was when 1 gave her one o f  my gas a tovea to  warm 
her bedroom, when she was s u ffe r in g  from a  most severe  
c h il l  In tern a lly , besides rehumatism, gou t, oczcma, 
swollen jo in ts . The r e l i e f  was so g r e a t ,  and her improvement 
so rapid (in terna l c h i l l  and consequencos) that she was 
rea lly  g ra te fu l to  me. For a  tim e. A l i  fo r g o t te n  now. As 
fo r  my being i l l  then, she had hard ly any a p p rec ia t io n  o f 
i t .  Same with others. My u lcera ted  b leed in g  stomach, and 
jaundice, e tc .  became "a  l i t t l e  p o o r ly " ,  o r  "a  l i t t l e  
tightness on the ch est", o r  "HAVE You Been Out Today?" 
again and again. E specia lly  the formula "T h a t 's  because 
you th is  that o r  the o th e r ,"  a t  fancy. Or e ls a  "Ah, you 
don t  e t c . ,  e t c . "  Or i t  may be the hard s ta r a ,  and then 

!  don t  see anything the n a tte r  w ith  him. 1  d o n 't  b e lie v e  
there is .  A ll im agination ."
But !  am wandering from the mark in to  a  reg ion  re q u ir in g  
voitmes to  describe. The g rea t lesson  o f  my l i f e  is  that 
i t  is  HOMEY, and nothing e ls e  that ru les  the w orld  o f 
ccmon pcoptt, that is ,  n early  everybody ."



BUkNIMC CLASS

So**) tim e b e fo re  1912, peop le were adv ised , as a  measure 
o f  economy, t o  put g la ss  on to  co a l f i r e s .  The red  glow o f the 
hot g la s s  was sa id  to  g iv e  out e x tra  h ea t. As long as Miss May 
was a t  "H om efie ld ", th ere  were co a l f i r e s  when noeded, and sho 
fo llo w ed  tho adv ico  g lvon  and put g lass  on them. O liv e r  wrote 
me f u l l  rep o rts  o f  the sarcasm he lav ished  on her and her 
method. On 22 Fob . 1912 he reported  "Found the o r ig in  o f tho 
burning o f  g la s s .  I t  was not the n u t-g ir l  (s e e  L e n t ils  episode) 
but the n u t - g l r l 's  c h ild re n . They sa id  there was a  la rge  glass 
b o t t le  in  the school s to v e , and they asked why, and Teacher 
sa id  i t  was to  save the c o a ls , and they ssust a l l  t e l l  th e ir  
m others. Tho Baby then put a  la rg e  b o t t le  on, and found i t  got
red  h o t, and gave ou t such a l o t  o f  h ea t. She has g lvsn  Mrs.
Brin (charwoman) a  la r g e  b o t t le  . . . .  AS f o r  me, *You d o n 't  know 
anyth ing about i t ,  although you th ink  yo u rse lf so  c l o v e r . '"

In  August 1912, i t  turned c o ld e -

" Ih c  continuance o f  c o ld  and wet has made the Baby 
in su pportab le . Always trou b le  w ith  her between aut*mm and 
w in te r , owing to  her obstin acy , d e lay in g  pu ttin g  on her 
w in te r  underc lo th es . In c lu d ing  rheumatic n igh t g o * ts , 
n e a t ly  arranged in  a  spare room: (Perhaps she had made 
some small ch an ge.) And the f i r e .  N early  a l l  c lin k e rs  o f 
g la s s .  Took the ssatter in  hand m yself today . Took out a 
s c u tt le  f u l l  o f  g lass  and threw i t  away In  the garden.
Then the f i r e  l ig h te d  a t  once, when 1 la id  I t ,  instead  of 
tak ing  S to  1 h ou r's  coax ing . Than she came in  and abused 
me v io le n t ly .  She would go away; sho wouldn 't l iv o  hero;
she was v e ry  1 1 1 .  1  knew nothing about f i r e s ;  e t c . ,  e tc .
  A f t e r  a l l  h er abuso, 1 w i l l  have no more o f tho
nonsense, but w i l l  take away the fresh  b o t t le s  she says 
she w i l l  put on, as fa s t  as she does i t ,  and so t i r e  her 
o u t. But 1 c a n 't  ve ry  w e ll  fo r c e  her to  put on her winter
garments in  w in try  weather And the * * y *  *a k i l l in g
h er ! Mhat Is ?  Hor own f o l l y ,  and a ssertion  o f her 
Independence, and do as  she l lk e -n e s s ."



THE GREAT NOISE

A le t t o r  o f  26 January, 1913, d oscr ib ed  th is  phenomenon.

"Ih o rc  was a sound o f  thunder In  tho n ig h t . Or something 
e ia o . quarter to  fo u r , m od ita tin g  on my s in s ,  a s  usuai.
Loud no ise  and bump! Beiow. Not M iss Way; tho Baby is  too 
s o f t .  Something hoavy and hard. Houso v ib ra to d . My bed 
d id , a t  le a s t .  Up a t  once. A lso  down. M iss W ay's room was 
on ground f io o r ,  O l iv e r 's  on f i r s t  i i o o r .  Room n ic e ly  
wanned, su ita b le  f o r  rh eu m atica iiy  in c l in e d  obese person, 
who w on 't have a  fe a th e r  bed under h e r . F a in t i i g h t  burning. 
Baby in  bed; on hor back, v e ry  q u ie t ,  eyos open, look ing 
a t  sec. -  0 . i ! . , ' ! s  anyth ing th e  m a tte r? ' Baby ( f a i n t l y ) ,  
'Noth ing the m a t te r . ' O .H ., 'Bu t what was th a t aw iu i row?
I t  shook the whole hou so .' Baby, ' !  h a v e n 't  heard the 
s l ig h te s t  sound.' E tc . e t c . ,  but no c o r r o b o ra t iv e  evidenco 
to  bo obta ined. Next morning, however, Baby s a id  she le t  
the (h o t) 'w a te r  b o t t le ' f a l l  ou t o f  bed . i t  was c o ld  and 
she was removing i t .

" i can imagine the scen e . Baby t e r r i f i e d  by th e  g rea t 
n o ise , immediately craw led  in t o  bed a ga in , p u lle d  up the 
c lo th es , and w ith  panting heart w a ited  f o r  the denouement. 
As fo r  'What i s  the t r u th ? ',  you must ask What ia  htssan 
nature, e s p e c ia l ly  Devonian. But i  am t o ld  C om ish ers  are 
the w orst, end edmit i t .  H e  s y s te s sa t ic a lly .

"Now look  a t  ms. When i ,  se is ed  w ith  g id d in e s s , the 
room going round and round, c lu tch ed  e t  the ch es t o f 
drawers, end pu lled  i t  o v e r , th e re  was a  remarkable row.
But 1 d id n 't  deny i t .  What on e a r th  would be the use? 1 
was on the f lo o r  to o .  T h a t 's  n o th in g . A in 't  1 always on 
the f lo o r ,  o r  e ls e  am g e t t in g  up from i t ,  o r  r ia in g  again?"

By about 1911, O l iv e r 'a  mathematical power and h la  phyaica l 
strength were waning. Re could now no lon ger do much in  the 
garden .D islike o f  being seen by stran gers  dep rived  him o f  the 
recrea tion  o f walk ing in  the a t r e e ta .  He had a  v e ry  aevere  
iiln o s s  in  i9 i3 , and through i t ,  i  b e i ie v e ,  he f i n a i i y  io a t 
h is  mathematical power o r ,  a t  le a a t ,  the u rge t o  use i t .  As 
h is  mathematicai power fa i le d ,  ho noedod somo muntni 
occupation, nod th is  he found, ready t o  h is  hand, and to  h is  
ta s te , in  a  d o ta iied  atudy o f the do iinqu encios  and 
d e fic ien c ie s  o f Miss Mary Way. Ho ob v iou s iy  found p ivasuro in  
w ritin g  io t to ra . perhaps he en joyed h e igh ten ing  tho co iou ra  
in  the scenes he describes , somottmcs w ith  a s k i l i  a i !  his 
own.



L g iv o  now a  specimen o f  h is  "S tud ies o f  Mary May." Somo 
specimens have a lread y  been g iv en . O thers w i i i  fo iio w  in  due 
cou rse . From tim o to  tim e extraneous in c id en ts  s i ip  in to  h is  
"S tu d io s " , but O l iv e r  put them there and I  have not resxwed 
them.

Mhat O liv e r  used in  h is  "S tud ies "  was h is  in te rp rs ta tion  
o f  h er ch a ra c te r . He, o f  course, l ik e  the re s t  o f  men, Judged 
her as he thought he saw h o r . Others who knew her formed th e ir  
own p ic tu re  o f  h e r . Those who read the "S tu d ies " w i l l  marvei 
at her p a tien c e . I t  may s u f f i c e  i f  I  quote from my le t t e r  o f 
3 A p r i l ,  1913, to  him when he was s t i l l  111:-

" I  know th a t Miss May must have f e l t  ve ry  anxious and 
1  should know, w ithout you t e l l in g  me, th a t she would do 
a l l  she cou ld  in  a  most u n se lfish  way. She w i l l  never be 
addressed as  M u lie r  P raec la ra  nor w i l l  they say Te ig itu r  
to  h e r , but her name is  w r it te n  in  go lden  le t t e r s  In  the 
l i s t  o f  the Creat Ones. A t le a s t  th a t is  my op in ion , and 
L expect you th in k  the same."

Her nephews and n e ic e s  loved  th e ir  "Aunt P o l ly "  f o r  her 
kindness and u n se lfish n ess .

O U vs r  w ro te  th is  study o f  Mary May on September S , 1913t-

" Another scene. Began w ith  r e b e ll io n ,  and threatened 
t o  become tra g ed y , and ended in  comedy. 'Much ado about 
n o th in g '. She M iss Msy in v ite d  h e r s e lf  (2  Sep. 1913) to  
go  out f o r  a  ssotor d r iv e  t o  Buckland Beacon, and o f course 
was not re fu sed . She made a  fa r c e  th is  morning o f 
con su ltin g  ms about i t .  !  took i t  vary  calm iy and tr ie d  
t o  g e t  t o  know th a  con d ition s . I  could have ascertained  
them yesterday  i f  1  had known o f  tha proposa l, but she had 
not even mentioned tha m atter to  me. Her r e p lie s  were not 
s a t is fa c to r y .  1  adv ised  her not t o  go . 1  knew she had only 
stamsor c lo th aa  on. Cold  w ind. She g o t waxy and then very 
rude. She was determ ined to  g o .  She wee to  c a l l  a t  2 p.m. 
a t  tha p la c e . ( I t  would have been aharp w o rk .) 1  had no 
one t o  send out t o  make en qu ir in g . F in a lly  she aa id  I f  1 
w ou ldn 't l o t  hor go , sho would loevo tho house and never 
come back aga in . 'M i l l  you g iv o  mo tho koye2*. Ho!
Sho then began t o  dross h e r s e lf .  (Sho had a  hard day a 
work yesterday preparing f o r  hor v is i t o r s ,  and was looking 
bad. That was an a d d ition a l reason f o r  my re lu c tan ce .)

"Then tamo a  r in g . Some one c a l le d .  Ten minutes la te r ,  
M.M. canto to  me and sa id  Mrs F.M. bed c a lle d .  Mould 1 lik e  
to  see hor? !  had a  U t t l o  p r iv a te  ta lk  w ith  hor and 
exphtinod th ings. Sho undortook to  take the g rea tes t care 
o f hor (M .M .) and t o  b rin g  her back to  the house. 1 then

4 !



teld m.U. i t  wee e f )  r igh t, e i !  mppeng— ; d— ' t  weete 
time, eaee t e  spere. Mrs. P.M. i e f t .  Them M.M. ashed me 
*—wid !  giee her tha keys!* i  rep lied  jeh ia g iy . gat yew 
eee 't wswt them! Tew ere met temiag hesh. yew Smew!* 
ge !  wewi— ' t ,  1! yew hed met ie t  me g e , ' wee her remiy. 

*—) ) . ?  !  amid, yew have me time tm ie e e . g— ' t  keep smew
msitiag.'

* !  —rm— her im ter thmt i t  was a  gm erte r  tm  twm. She
shewid start et emte. hepiy iaewdihie. Meat dewm tm h er  e t
i .M  te  eeh i f  they hed premi sed tm w a it  fw r  h e r !  Pew—

metieg her dimmer .  ! e—rbl ng  f r w i t y ,  e p p ie e  amd p i— w
ereamiag  hat. g id e ' t  yew mederstemd.* she amid, w ith
greet dsiibepetien. Thet i t  is  p—t ——d t i ! j  Thwr—e y f
ha. !  seid, met e  weed, e ither f r —  yew e r  Mrs. ^ .U '

Sm i t  ewded im hep geimg em eatimg her jw icy dimmer....
"gegnrding her v is ite rs , es M.M. haews but yew d— ' t ,

a h -  t e  seme (with en—ptle— .  rehhers emd a r t fw i
' i — l?e* em the leeh ewt fe r  e  se ft ) e h ) .  !  h eve  ewehem
te  her meitee ehewt i t .  sd—e th ey  heve n e g le c te d  t h e i r
*M t. she —at mat matt a  hmerdiag hmwse e f  th la
plate. —  mere e f  that. The bed's ge— :

* * * *** e f  gas im etw iiery stepped e t  1 —t .  gather e
bed f— i t .  pea ewght te  heve few—  i t  see— r .

!  received — elegant cenplise—t f r —  her today.
! ! 0 .aJ  — ! r  taew e— thing* she said. ' !  wes g e —  f o r

— th in g  e lse .* !  mss — cemceit—  —  te  i— gine she might
refer t e  ny eciem tlfig werh, e f which s—  h—  h eard  fr—
ethers severe! 1 1 — s, — i  seid s— might g ive —  t r — i t
'* *  t—  th in gs ) !  t—w —w tm peeve—  e regwe f r —
rehh!—  her. 'Tee. thet is  — et !  referred t e , '  e—  — id,
T—  ere ge— fe r  —thing e ls e . '

" P i t y  — , g  men e f  —ny eperrewe. —  cr— i t  e ven  f e r
lehiee —ey th e t Mess—  bed, er fe r  getting the e rtiw i

* 5 .  * * ?  * * * * *  * *  * * *  h er f r —  b e in g  s e ider 1—  egh— tht—s. —shlae e l— .  *

—T. rev a  ride ie  e  side car fin—  — his enter s u i t .  —  
r * * - v r M y  rep -vedby d ileer fee e— w.M. t e  -  — sh 
damg-P. The n -s t  ed f t  n -  that s -  thepee-eiy g -



p ^ .  Oat mate dram Str. F^S. He La a  tradeemem 
(a te ra m d a a m a a a rt im S . ddriam)amddaaamate^daratamd 
tba dataaaiaa aaed ameaitiaa. me aaba me ta t a i i  p^s. tbat 
tba day ia  aLtarad t e  Friday. amd tba t. dartber. aa 
wadmaadmy b ia  aida ee iii taba bar t e  tma Faaiiiam. ma 
eagmiry aa t e  the teavsaiaase a! tbaaa days! Friday La tma 
aarst day paaaibia (tb eraamaa, t r ade am-a. aLi aarta ad 
tbimpa). Ybmraday amd beeeday are tba beat daya. Sba emata 
^ed ta id  him. aeed aabad dim ta  tm ii am ma. Friday ia  am 
iapmeaibie day, aitmaest aaaaaaiva imtmemmmimamta amd e^aat. 
TSee a i i i y  paapia a t  T . . .  S treet tbisb tnat i  baaa aatbiaa
t *  da e a t w p t t *  read  td a  paper, amd m * e * s *  i d s * !  mae*
aay aa rb  t a  d a .  (Y b a ir  aa rb  i a  p ia y . )  i t  i a  tb e  l ep eee ib ie  
a id  mam a t  T .  . .  S t r e e t  aba  a ir tm ia ta a  tbaaa ta ia a ,  yaar 
ad ta r  y a a r .  t v a a  aim ta i  same ta  P saeasb ira  be bae baaa 
amder th e  daimaiam, amd Ms. amd M ra. M . baaa ad samsaa 
p ltb a d  i t  a p . !  baaa matbimp a ia a  t a  d a ! ^  tmaa e^at 
pera ia taseta  a a ia m tid ia  aa rb  ad tb a  m aibaaaslaa i b iad  
eeM sd a  bedaee am ttaaa  seme s ,  ased tb a  dm iiaree  pa t e  tbe 

a .p .b .
"A p reaab ta  Camaaramtiam.

(c e n t U ib t a r y / o .M .  Miaa May, mamida't Ybmraday be tbe 
a o s t  tamaaaimaat day !
W.M. i t ' a  a i i  a a t t ia d .  i t ' a  t a  be FU day. 
O.M. Yam d em 't ameaes me. Yam baaa that 
F r id a y  i a  tba baay d a y . a t tb  a  samsamtsatiam 
ad w a r* . am T tb e  t bareaaem ta  be iaabad 
a d ta r .  mea tarn yarn mrrampe i t !
W.M. i t ' a  ta  b e  F r id a y , i t 'a  m ii a a tt ia d . 
Yba < I ' "  aaeea daee aasy i i t t i a  ia  ibe 
id taneeem  amd yam - t i i  pat F - *  diamrs.
O.M. ami d em 't yam ib H *  ib a i id  yam bad 
eapiaim ad tb im ae. i t  tam id baaa be—  
arrampad dar Ybmraday! Fsiday ia  easy * " !  
iaaaaaam iamt. Yam bmam tb e t  v e ry  * * " '  
p .p .  pSMSt diddaramse daaa i t  meba t e  yams
Yam a i i i  baaa yaem m iib .   ___________
p .p .  s a 'a  sea mea aa p ia ib ia a  tba d iidaraaae 
i t  aabee t e  ma. yam dem 't e *d aratamd. Ybaaa 
tbimpa a re  a a ta a i arrampememt amd

M.W. y a l* t r a a t  ma t id e  a  ppc ! (Waitams* 
e a ib a r e t . )

* ^ 1  Y*ammbe me F ^  * * * * * * * .  * *  * * * * *  
d i r t y  etaab.

(V inapariiy )
(to m )

(v im .)

(tarn.)

(masa aim .) 

(ia aa  tern.)

(wary vim .)

(auay ^ 
imdippamay



(s o o th in g ly )  O.M. But i t  i s n ' t  much you d o  f o r  mo, on ly  
m eals, o r  l i t t l e  m ore, and you undertook to  
do I t .  Me a l l  have t o  s e r v e .  You h a v e n 't  tha 
mean) t o  be in depen den t, and do ms you l ik e ,  

( v e r y  a n g r i ly )  M.M. 1 mas a  POOL t o  d o  i t .  [  have made 
m yse lf th e  imughing s to ck  o f  th e  town by 
making m yse lf you r s e r v a n t .  You a r e  th e  most 
S e l f i s h ,  C reep in g  person  !  e v e r  m et. 1 w on 't 
stand I t  any lo n g e r , i ' i i  g o  away.
(M oving h er f l a t  up and down and g la r in g  at 
m e.)

( r e a lg n e d ly )  O.M. V ery  w e l l .  C a l l  me a l l  the names you 
l i k e ,  and g e t  I t  o v e r ,  f i e a s e  t o  go  now. 1  
have had enough o f  i t .
(A  l o t  more abu se , l is t e n e d  t o  in  a l ie n e e ,  
fa c e  v e r y  red . f u l i  o f  r a g e . )

**! s t ro n g ly  suspect th a t  t h e  has been making
m isch ie f a g e in , perhaps, t o  sty d i s c r e d i t .  'Lau gh in g  s to c k ',  
i t  must mssn som sthlng. Or i s  i t  th e  ' i a d y ' !  O r I s  i t  
sim ply the im eg ln a tlv e  mania o f  o ld  a ge?  T h is  is  t a r t a in ,  
a t  any r a ta ,  th a t the m ore she goes  t o  the C on cert, the 
worse she g e t s ,  and I t  seams t o  be caused by th e  mental 
esc itam en t, more  than th e  p h y s ic a l .  A  q u ie t  i i f e  w ith  an 
accasiom ai t r e a t  scene th e  b e s t ,  seat ' t e a r in g  a b o u t ' t o  
t e a -p a r t ie s  ased cosscerts . h e r  mind la  weak, assd m u lt ip le x ;  
she cam e a s i l y  pass under th e  In f  Iweeece o f  e th e r s  frem  *  
t o  -  .

"V e ry  bad. I s n ' t  I t ?  And com ica l t o o .  The g r e a t  
C [h a ries l O fickan J  would have d e l ig h te d  im p o r tra y in g  
M.M. in  h er v a r ie d  moods. 1 am g s t t in g  c a l lo u s .  !  must.
!  sn so  a based by o o o is^  m yse if im M .M .'s  e y e s !  T o ik  about 
bsane. ! t ' a  a  tim b er y a rd . 1  am a  m onster o f  c m s i t y .  i ' i i  
go  auoy. 1  w o n 't  stand I t .  ! ' U  g e  t a  b e r ry  Mead and turn 

im i r e  land t o  be ia te r r e d  by th e  S e c to r  who fo r g e t  the 
prayer beck and read  h ie  b u tc h e r 's  b i l l  In s te a d . You 
remember h im , d o n 't  you? Tha mam who sends boggieeg 
* * t t o r s ,  seed ewes a  b ig  b u tc h e r 's  b i l l  w hich  he wonts you 
t o  pay f o r  him ! Refused in t e r m e n t  im th e  Abbey because
i  had spoken d is r e s p e c t fu l i y  o f  S ish ops.........

***13  P - * *  Mr. f .M .  has taken seam ing by my n o te , f o r  
i  hear from  M.M. th a t an a it e r a t ia m  t o  Thursday Is  
proposed f o r  the t r i p ,  gu t th e  t i c k e t s  w ere bought la s t  
m * a d o y  fu g  the Medemsday C a n to r t , e e  th a t  c m ' t  be 
a lt e r e d . I t  wee o n ly  yes te rd a y  !  heard  about t h is  

and !  t e ld  M.M. I t  would oavo u ao ioeo  
i f  she en to  met so  s e c r e t iv e .  That s e t  h er g o ia g



a g a in , b u t i  soon  a topped  H .  She ia  n o *  g o in g  o u t aga in  
t o  have mora t a fb ,  t a ib  about i t  a t  T . . . . .  S t r e e t .

" f  en p o c t  no improvement in  h e r  t i i i  ahe ta n  a e t t ie  
down t o  d u ty ,  and r e a i i a e  heu th a n b fu ! aha ahou id  b e , and 
th a t  c a n 't  o c cu r  w h ite  t h ia  nisanat d a f f y  t e a r in g  about t o  
C on ce rto  e t c .  g e e a  o n , edtich  asabaa h e r  eo  d iecoeeten tod .
M r. and W ra. f .M .  a r e  r e a i i y  v e r y  w e i f -ne en in g  hind 
p e o p ia , but th e y  d o n 't  u ndora tand . i f  th e y  d id .  th ey  vou id  
t e i i  W.M. n o t  t o  nahe auch a  f o o i  a f  h a r a a i f ,  and c o n a id e r  
who her b e a t  f r i e n d  w aa, who had aavad her f r o n  com plete 
r u in ,  f o r  i  y e a ra  g o in g .  T h ia  com p io to  ru in  waa i ^ in e n t  
ethen i  cama h a ra , though f t  maa coeecoalod from  me, n e t ae 
much by M .M ., who waa in  a  p o r f o c t i y  muddied c o n d it io n  
abou t h e r  a f f a i r # ,  but by o th e r a .  !  h ave  foa rn od  th a t  s * *a  
i t  waa propoaed  th a t  f  ahou id  caam and f i v e  h a re  a a  h er 
io d a e r  ( f  iOO a  y a a r )  aha jiasped a t  f t  a t  amce a a  a  seey n f 
a a ca p a . f t  f a  w e f f  t a  fneh  a t  bo th  a id o a  She abee i d  da 
aom ethina f o r  a  io d g e r  w ith  h fa  own fw m itu r e  p a y in g  ffO O  
a  y e a r ,  and f o r c in g  b a r  d ab tn ra  t *  pay up! and a  fa c e  than  
d o in g  much m ore f o r  h e r  by p a y in g  a id  b i f i a  ased in c u rr in g  
d e b t  i ih e w fa e  p o raossa fty . That f  h ave  advan tage#  h e re  ta  
a u i t  my f f f - h e a f t h  and a y  vo rh  i a  sent e v e r y th in g .  She 
w eata  t o  d o  n o th in g  f o r  ma end t e f f a  me a e !  O r t o  engage 
aatd pey f o e  a  o e rvam t. f  m igh t f f  f  caesfd , best 
u n fo r tu n a ta fy  ahe c a n 't  g o v e rn  a  oervam t nay m ore than  a  
in dy  nu raa . f t  eeoeefd, f  f e a r ,  maha mrnch t r ^ e h fe .  S o  f  f a f f  
t a c t  an th e  f a c t  th o t  ahe ta n  d o  m oot w t f f i a g i y  f o r  h er 
'f r fo s s d a ' aeoro th an  aha w t f f  d o  g rw d g in g iy  f a r  m e. a e  th a t 
th e  o vo r-w orh  cem p fa tn t ia  f a r g e f y  bedbug and d fa c a n ta n t .

* f  t r y  t o  th in h  o f  'g o o d  w ary M ay' n f  March f a a t .  and 
taba  i t  v e r y  sseehfy when ahe abueea n e .  Th inga  have tn  he 
b e ie n c e d . Y e t  a f t e r  a i i ,  peshape my meatn eaa  nay ba a 
n ia t a t e ,  end e  gend aeeaed b iew in g  op  w ee id  d a  h e r  gend . 
f  h a te  th a t  e u fg n r  p r a c t i c e ,  and c a n 't  d a  tn  hene aa heme 
doe# w ith ou t hearting m y e e f f  mare th an  f  can  h e r t  o th e ra . 
T a t  th e  v n fg a r  f fh e  a  row . end aeon  r e c o v e r !  g e t t e r  f o r
f t  * * * * *

"S .fS  p.m. Poumd e rro r  hn w ort].  Wet** f t  O K . .  and. 
though net n d iacevery , ia  an iaportamt cenfisnntian e f 
provioua uerh. Wave new get a h * ^  e f  fenau iee. eed an 
w rit in g  a d igea t tn W.S. beeh. fo r  eeaa eamn the 
eppertweefty cemea. M atting fe e  ee*pos. gam e*m*fd be becb 
e t  uauei time. % hour fa te  -  M  minwtee in to . <h*et feeb 
bar up; SO nieentea fa ta , bet f  aee a  f ig h t ,  an ahe hao 
cone becb eg*in .

"a.SS p ^ .  C o f fe e  e t  f e a t .  M .M .'a  f a t e  e e r y  in fianed i
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been h av in g  e n e r g e t ic  c o n v e rs a t io n s , i  th in k , and g o t the 
w orst o f  i t .  E xpected  e x p io s io n .  But i t  was o n iy  th ls t -  
Mrs. O ld in g  i s  i i i .  C a n 't  come F r id a y , o r  f o r  2 o r  3 
weeks, i  en qu ired  what h er i i in e a a  w as. A  v e r y  in te re s t in g  
e v en t i s  e x p e c ted ! (M .W . s a id  'b a b y ' ) .  'Then  i  suppose you 
exp ec ted  i t  t o o ? ' 'O n iy  f o r  2  o r  3  w e e k s . ' A i i  o v e r ;  no 
row ! I  s h a l i  g iv e  th e  Chariady a  n ic e  p a ir  o f  trow sers , 
i i t t i e  w om  (b u t  t o o  s m a ii)  when she cosses back.

" i t  w o n 't  stake much d i f f e r e n c e  t o  see. I  can  e a s i iy  do 
a y  room s, i f  she i s  away f o r  a  month, and no one e is e  can 
coeee. N or need i t  make much d i f f e r e n c e  t o  M .M ., f o r  she 
can  i e t  th in g s  w a it  o f  th e  v e r y  d i r t y  k in d , and ju s t  dust 
h er room s. But !  d a resay  an o th er C hariady  w i l i  be found. 
B le s s in g s  on  th e  baby. G iv e  M.W. som ething t o  th in k  about 
b e s id e s  h e r  p lea su res  and my w ickedness. 0 ,  1  mm so 
w ick ed , f  f e e l  i t .  i  must be th e  d e v i i ' s  own som. I f  not 
the d e v i l  h im s e lf  In ca rn a ted . The I r r e s p o n s ib le  o ld  eeaa o f
T  S t r e e t  once c a l l e d  on ate a t  M .A. w ith  a  g rim  fa ce ,
s a t  h im s e lf  down In  c h a ir  o p p o s ite  me, l ig h te d  h is  pipe 
( a l l  in  s i lo n c o )  and thon s ta re d  a t  ate f o r  what aaemed 5 
m inu tea . At la a t  he b lu r te d  o u t 'Y o u 'r e  a  d e v i l . '  1 t r ie d  
t o  am ilo  p le a a a n t ly .  What he m eant, 1 n ever knew, and 
n eve r  asked . !  do n o t know th a t  he ia  an a u th o r ity  on 
d e v l ia  . . . . .

(1 0  S e p t . )  "Wednesday 4 .4 5  p.m . Pax, pax, pax. M.M. 
gone t o  the Crand C on cert d ressed  v e r y  f i n e .  V ery  good 
t a s t e  t o o ,  aavo a  l i t t l e  to o  atuch ju v e n i l i t y  f o r  70. I t 's  
when she comes back , I 'm  th in k in g  o f ,  and tomorrow, morrow, 
o rrow , row.

(11 S e p t . )  "Thursday 7 .45  p.tn................Knocked m ysoll
up fb y  gardon w o rk !.  So been re a d in g  m agazines and novel 
a l l  d a y . 1 l i k e  a good n o v e l .  Good s e n s a t io n , w e l l  worked 
o u t .  U n fo r tu n a te ly , moat n o v e ls  a re  ru bb ish , o n ly  worth 
s k ip p in g . A ls o  read S i r  O l iv e r  L o d g e 's  address f t o  B ritish  
A s s o c ia t io n  a t  B irm ingham ]. Much about what 1 eKpocted. 
From i t s  popu lar c h a ra c te r  i t  w i l l  undoubtedly a t t r a c t  a
g r e a t  d e a l o f  a t t e n t io n .........

"1  have ea ten  a  fe w  grapes  f o r  3  days p a s t , r ig h t  o f f  
tho v in o .  Thoy havo an a p e r io n t  e f f e c t ,  i s  i t  due to 
the co n ten ts  o f  the sk in s , o r  to  the va r io u s  poisons l e f t  
on th o  o u ts id e  o f  th e  sk in  by the va r io u s  s o r ts  o f  insects 
th a t c ra w l o v e r  I t  from  tim e to  tim e? In  p rev iou s  years ! 
h eve  n o t ic e d  th a t o n iy  a  m inute o r  two a f t e r  en te r in g  the 
greenhouse when the g rapes  a re  n e a r ly  r ip e .  1  have been 
s e is e d  w ith  the f i r s t  symptoms o f  a lc o h o l ic  po ison ing. 
S l ig h t  headache, p a in s  a c ro ss  brow, c lou dy  v is io n  e tc .



!  have n ever heard o f  such sen s itiven ess  in  any one e ia e . 
B efore  e a t in g  any t ra p e s , seind. Cripes a re  so c a i ie d  from 
the g r ip in g  e f f e c t  produced by e a t in g  g r ip es  on an empty 
stomach. I  th ic k  i t  tak es  p la ce  by stim u la tive  a c t is e  ea 
the l i v e r  o r  the g a l l  b iadder through the absorption  o f 
the p o ison s  in  the g r ip e s  in to  the genera ! c ircu la t io n , 
i t  o n ly  takes  a  few  seconds in  v e ry  extreme cases , a 
minute o r  two a iio w s  a  v e ry  la rg e  absorption , in  tin s  
po isons f in d  t h e i r  way t o  the v e ry  t ip s  o f  the ha irs  on
the head. !  f o r g e t  f o r  how long .........

"Read up about p e r ic a r d it is  and tha sounds o f  ths 
h ea rt ia s t  n ig h t . Noth ing about my p a r t icu la r  phenomenon, 
dou b lin g  o f  the second pu lse  in  a  q u ite  regu lar manner. 
O id book though. What rhesssatism causes in  ths f i r s t  place 
i s  p e r ic a r d i t i s ;  a f t e r  th a t variou s d iso rd ers  o f  ths heart 
i t s e i f . . . .

"P in e  s t e o i  n ibs i  f in d  always go best on the second 
day . A f t e r  th a t th ey  d e te r io ra te  r a p id iy . . . .

"Sunday !4  S e p t . !9 i3 .  Supper an hour ia t e .  M.M. got 
company a ga in . Aiwaya the way. Saw Mr. P .M ., and explained 
th in gs  t o  him a  i i t t i a .  He understood p re tty  w s i i .  Decent 
chap, but ign o ran t l ik e  the r e s t  o f  them. Wanted to  know 
what a i l  the books were f o r .  D id n 't know *d*at *y
occupation  was, o r  th a t I  had anything t o  do.........

" f p r o f .  M .P .l B aker 's  address [ t e  B r it is h  Association , 
Birwhtghamj. i  d o n 't  th ink  pure sch em a tic s  a  su itab le  
su b jec t f o r  S ec tion  A. i  th ink  there should be a  separate 
s e c t io n  fo r  Mathematics. And I  d o n 't  l ik e  th e ir  superior 
ton e , i t  i s  a  well-known fa c t  that Physics has created 
Mathematics, and you have to  go back to  physics to  ask* 
new work, not mechanical developments o f  o ld  work. S t i l l  
Baker i s  e v id e n t iy  a  c u lt iv a te d  man.

" i  n ever cou ld  see the in te r e s t  In incosseensursbles ss 
such. Mere ntaebor*. in  r e a l f a c t ,  we have quan tities  
a b so lu te ly  continuous. The un its may be o f  any s i r e ,  and 
whether nuaerlca  a re  commensurable o r  lncoamensurabis 
d o esn 't  m atter s  J o t . The con tin u ity  o f  quantity  has 
noth ing to  do w ith  coessen su rab iiityor incommensurability.

" I  ap p rec ia te  the beauty o f  mathematical theorems 
occu rrin g  in  Physics. I  g en e ra lly  d is l ik e  very much tho 
way they a re  'p r o v e d ',  as they say. Most mathematical 
books a re  a  hodge-podge o f  form ulas, without d is t in c t 
connexion t o  make a th eo ry , o r  to  e xh ib it i t  p la in ly , and 
made as  rep u ls iv e  and u n in te l l ig ib le  as a  le ga l document 
by attem pts to  be to o  p re c is e  and p e r fe c t.

es



OLIVER'S LIFE AT HOMEFIELD AFTER DEPARTURE OF MISS WAY

Mary Way endured the "C o a lit io n  Government" o f  "H om efie ld " 
f o r  7 o r  8  y ea rs . But w ith  In creas in g  ago and gou t, h er power 
to  stand up f o r  h e rs o lf g radu a lly  abated and sho sank In to  a 
stu te in  which she sat and sta red  in to  tho f i r o .  E ven tu a lly  
her n ioces came w ith  a c a r , and, w ithout any w arn ing, took hor 
away to  27 Torwood S tr e e t .  She had t o  le a v e  a  l o t  o f  her 
belongings behind, to  h er g rea t and la s t in g  r e g r e t .

Mr. B.A. Behrend, in  the "E le c t r ic a l  W orld ", New York,
21 Fob., 1925, in  an ob itu ary  n o t ic e ,  wroto "M is o ld  house­
keeper, as he wrote tho p resen t c h ro n ic le r ,  bocom*- 'mad* and 
had to  be put aw ay." That was O l iv e r 's  v e rs io n  o f  the a f f a i r .  
He had made grea t e f f o r t s  to  make hor keep  h e r s o l f  warm le s t  
she should d ie  o r  becoeto unable to  a tten d  to  h is  wants. He 
probably resented vory  s tro n g ly  what was done. A f t e r  M iss Way 
l e f t  "H otnefiold", we saw hor a t  27 Torwood S t r e e t  a  good many 
tim es. She was vory  heavy and a  l i t t l e  f e e b le  in  body, but she 
had recovered her brigh tness and was e n t i r e ly  f r e e  Ir o a  any 
mental trou b le . A chequo drawn by mo, on 26 March 1926, on the 
account o f a small temporary fund o f  which I  was " t r e a s u re r "  
was endorsed by her w fth  a s tron g , f irm  hand.

A fte r  Miss Way l e f t  "H osm fie ld ", O l iv e r  dependod e n t ir e ly ,
I  b e lie v e , on gas f i r e s .  He managed to  put an o rd in a ry  gas 
r in g  in to  the g ra te  o f  a k itchen  cook ing range. I t  was tho 
t lo x lb le  tube to  th is  r in g  which O liv o r  and I ,  a s  to ld  la t e r ,  
ropalred w ith  pu tty , brown papor and s t r in g .  The house went 
back to  the o a r ly  days o f  gas . In those days the p ip e  from  the 
main had on ly  to  serve f o r  a few  J e ts  o f  l ig h t in g .  I t  would 
be inadequate f o r  gas s to v e s . I suspect th a t tho p ipe  was 
s t i l l  small fo r  i t s  load In O l iv e r 's  tim o. He mado ondless 
complaints about the fe eb len ess  o f  the gas su pp ly , and put the 
blame fo r  I t  on the Cas Company -  "The Cas B arbarians".

On one occasion , long  a f t e r  Miss W ay's d ep a rtu re , he would 
" c le a r  the ptpos". Ho unscrewed a cap o r  some such f i t t i n g  
near the gas motor. The gas streamed out and, fe a r in g  an 
exp losion  i f  the house were f i l l e d  w ith  g a s * , he l i t  the gas 
and had a  f in e  flame aotee fe a t  In  len g th . As t h is  d is p la y  was 
obviously dangerous, he g o t a  wot c lo th  and put ou t the flamo. 
Me was then ab le to  rep lace tho cap. H is " c le a r in g "  co s t him 
bumod hands and a burned fa c e . A queer o b je c t  g roo tod  us on 
our f i r s t  v i s i t  a f t e r  th is  adventure. O l iv e r  had draped a

*  W.C. Py<- re ca lled  that In  1910 both M iss Way and I t o ld  him 
o f a gas inc iden t which had occurred when O liv e r  tampered with 
Um gas. '

SO



Large bed b lanket o v e r  h is  head, keeping i t  in  p ia ce  by a 
rope t ie d  round h is  neck. He iooked i ik e  a  Tuareg o f  the 
Sahara. The b ianket f e iL  in  fo ld s  round h is  body. The v is ib le  
p a rt o f  h is  head was h ard ly  more than ooe eye *4sich peered a t  
us through a  smali ch ink in  the drapery . Recovery took sons 
days. I  b e l ie v e  no permanent in ju ry  vas caused.

One a fte rn oon , in  a  f i t  o f  d is s a t is fa c t io n ,  he wrote a 
i e t t e r  on the back o f  a  la rg e  envelope from  the Royal S o c ie ty , 
i t  ran thus:*

"from  O liv e r  H eev is id e , W .O.R.M., "W orm fie id ", Torquay, 
to  Manager, Torquay Cas Company.

"P ie a s e  send one new gas steter o f  strong con stitu tion  
to  rep iace  the p resen t one which i s  corroded both inside 
and ou ts id e  by the ro t te n  gas w ith  which you a re  supplying 
m e."

I  saw him w r it e  the l e t t e r .  We fo ld ed  the envelope so  as 
t o  h ide the message and kept the th in g  in  shepe by stamp 
ed g in g . O liv e  then addressed i t ,  and i  posted i t .  A few  days 
la t e r ,  a  young man brought tho new m eter and connected i t .  
O liv e r  gave him a  s h i i i in g .  The man was surprised  a t  th is , 
probabLy unexpected, k indness, and s a id , "You have given  me 
th is ;  I  w i l l  g iv e  you something. I  w i l l  g iv e  you some adv ice . 
You want someone to  look  a f t e r  you ."  "Ha, h a ,"  sa id  O liv e r ,
" 1  should have to  go a l l  over the house look ing a f t e r  the 
care taken. "

In  h is  ia t e r  y ea rs , O liv e r  ca ilo d  h im self the "Worm , and 
wouid s ign  h is  i e t t e r s  "O l iv e r  H eav is id e , W.O.R.M." He was 
much p leased  when some correspondent, tak ing  the le t t e r s  to 
In d ica te  some d is t in c t io n ,  addressed the envelope to  "O liv e r  
H eav is id e , E sq ., W .O.R.M." He connected tho fou r le t te r s  with 
the fou r o f  "W .R .N .S ." (Women's Royal Navai S e rv ic e ) and the 
fou r o f  "W .A .A .C ." (Women's Army A u x ilia ry  C orps), and said 
"Everyone must have fou r l e t t e r s  to  h is  name." He used "Worm , 
i  have no doubt, t o  express h is  c on v ic tion  -  perhaps 
obsession -  that tho world dospised him. As a  b i t  o ! "T i t  
f o r  T a t " ,  ho took a compensating pleasure in  despising the 
g roa t m a jo r ity . He r e c a lie d  C a r iy ie 's  dictum about the th ir ty  
m ii l io n s  o f  English  peop le boing "m ostly fo o ls " .

I do n o t know when he f i r s t  used the Worm t i t l e ,  i  have 
perhaps lo s t  some o f  h is  l e t t e r s .  But i t  must have been a tew 
years p r io r  to  12 Fob. 1920, when he wrote "Dear Wormship and 
Lady S e a r le . "  He s a id , "You d o n 't  know I t ,  but i  was The 
undying worm ', long  be fo re  you jo in ed  the Wormery. He tuwl a 
small bronze s ta tu e tte , which hung from the s ta irca se  oy a 
s t r in g ;  whon he s o t  i t  swinging l ik o  a  pendulum, I t s  tt'aoow
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ooved backwards and forwards on the w a ll .  He a a id , "That is  
the t**dying worn."

Me c lu e d  a t  "Hom efield" one morning. He came up from the 
kitchon and sa id  "What do the e a r ly  b irds seek ! L rep lied  
-The Mora, o f cou rse ," which pleased him. The next time I 
wrote to  him, !  put on the ou tside o f  the envelope "from  S ir  
Earilo  and Lady b ir d . "  from  th a t tim e, he c a l le d  Mrs. Searle 
"Lady H ird ". In one l e t t e r  to  h er, he w ro te , "Dear Lady B ird ,
1 hope h is  Worship is  w e i i . "

p ro f. Vaidemar Bjerknes saw O liv e r  a t  "Hom cfLeld" some 
( i i t t i e ? )  time before 8 March, 1920. On that d a te  O liv e r  wrote 
to  him. He mentioned P ro f. Oman in  connexion w ith  a  question  
o ! currency, and goes on "There was a  P ro f. Ohm s ta y in g  a t  a 
Torquay boarding bouse la t e ly .  Do you know him? You setseed to  
know everybody.

"P o r tra its . 'S iem ens,' 1 sa id , when 1 saw your la th e r 's .
But the likeness is  qu ite  s u p e r f ic ia l .  Your photo i s  e x c e l ie n t , 
very exact, i  should i ik e  to  see what Obm and Oman iook i ik e .
A year ago 1 was the Duke o f  Ohmseldt. But 1 a lte r e d  i t  to  
Wormfield, Doing much moro appropriate. !  must have a  qu ite  
unique attd oxciusivo t i t i o .  Searle  is  oniy a fo l lo w  o f  the 
Society o f Worms, e n t it le d  to  W.O.R.M. a f t e r  h is  name. And 1 
can t e l l  you that I t  is  a  g rea te r  honour than f .R .S .  Wouid 
you lik e  to  be en ro lled?  There is  no fe e .  1 fo rg o t  to  say that 
fe llow s are re fe rred  to  as His Wormship, l ik e  the m ag is tra tes , 
and to  be addressed as Your Wormship. His w ife  is  Lady Searle  
W.O.R.H."

On 3 January, 192i ,  O liv e r  to ld  Bjerknes more about worms. 
"Dr. Searlo was here a t  Christmas w ith  h is  w ife .  He i s  sp o iled  
by h is  'V a rs ity ' teaching work. Lost h is  memory worse than i .  
But p re tty  good hea lth . He i s  a  f a i t h  H ea ler, and doesn 't 
b e lie v e  in  worms (m icrobes) o r  in  me The Worm. H is s p ir i tu a l  
worms have wormified h is  brain very  bad ly. H o les. He is  fu l l  
Of bounce."

On February 12, 1923. "S ea r le  has no fa ith  in  worms, l i t t l e
o r  b ig , nor in  the Creat Worm e ith e r ,  i  ^  so rry  to  say.........
Yours most wormfully, O liv e r  H eaviside, W.O.R.M."



ILLNESSES

From about i89B t i l l  the end, O ilv e r  had many iiin e s s e s ; 
he o fte n  gave me d e ta L is . From h is  accounts, !  think he may 
have read some m edica l books, perhaps from these, but more 
i i k e i y  from  h is  f e r t i i e  b ra in , he was sure he knew the cause 
o f  and the cure f o r  any aiim ent he might have. U n ti! h is  
r e ia t iv c s  c a iie d  in  two d o c to rs , a  few  days before h is  death, 
he never had, a s  fa r  as I  know, any m edica! a tten tio n . Mhen 
in  i9 i3  he was v e ry  i i l  a t  "H om efie ld ", h is  r e ia t iv e s  sent 
in  a  nurse, but he would not a llow  her to  attend to  him in 
any way. I  n ever heard th a t he took any m edicine. "Zespectabie* 
peop ie who th ink  i t  d rea d fu i, and so  bad f o r  the r e ia t iv e s ,  
f o r  a man to  d ie  w ithout the a id  o f  a  d o c to r , are more 
h o r r i f ie d  a t  the id ea  o f  no sM dicai treatment than they a re  at 
the commonplace fa c t  o f  d ea th . Anyway, O itv e r  i iv e d  to  the 
age o f  75 y ea rs , f o r  many yea rs  under cond itions which would 
have broken down most men in  a  v e ry  few  years . His treatment 
was g e n e ra iiy  stopp ing  in  bed and l i v in g  on mi lk  fo r  some 
days. Perhaps he was not fa r  wrong.

O l iv e r 's  v e ry  a c t iv e  mind drove him very  hard. On i3  Oec. 
i900, he w ro te :-  "You c a n 't  fin d  out what you can stand 
w ithou t t r y in g ;  i t  i s  a  v a r ia b le  qu an tity  from time to  time, 
and every  man has to  f in d  out when to  leave o f f .  1  su ffered  
s e v e re iy  m yse if from  n o t knowing; brain in ju ry : !  am more 
c a re fu l now."

i  wouid not minimise the s e v e r it y  o f  some o f  O liv e r 's  
i i in e s s e s .  O r. C .V . Benton saw him in  September i9 i3  and 
found him hard iy f i t  t o  be about. He was obviously i i !  when 
we saw him a t  Newton Abbot a t  Christmas i907, and, o f  course, 
in  January, 1925, s h o r t ly  b e fo re  h is  death . These were the 
on iy  tim es when Mrs. S ea r ie  and 1 saw him obviously  i i l .  There 
is  no doubt about h is  severe  i l ln e s s  in  i 9 i i .  But in  h is  
i e t t e r s  he so o fte n  to ld  o f  i l ln e s s e s  which seemed to  pass 
o f f  reeearkabiy q u ick ly , th a t 1  am l e f t  wondering whether some 
o f  them were n o t p sych o log ica l ra th er than ph ysica l, roc 
Instance, i t  January, 1907. "Aw fu l bad day. Caught in ternal 
c h i i i .  Banger o f  s tran gu la tion . Bed. Cot over i t  by the 
even ing . F e a r fu iiy  and w onderfu lly  made."

O l iv e r  goes on :-

" ! t  depends on the stage rhetaeatism is  in , whether 
f r ic t io n ,  o r  massage, o r  e le c t r ic  shock stim ulation  w i i i  
do good, in  my presen t s ta te  f r i c t io n  wouid cauae great 
pain , and probabiy in crease the sw e llin g . You see , 1 got 
r id  o f  an enormous qu an tity  o f  rheum in  May (my hot a ir



cu re ), and re-estab lished  power o f  d igoa tion  (d ig e s t iv e  
le ilu ro  no doubt tho cau se ). But there is  a t i i i  l e f t  what 
settlod  in  tho bones, and i t s  coming out is  s low , stow.
Tim whole a r t e r ia l  and venous system o f  the ie g s  has to  
be remade boforo L lo s e  the lameness. That hutebug 't liu t  
woman' i a  nurse} wanted to  como up and massage toe. I 
wanted to  murder h er. I  had acute rheumatism a i i  over 
including the h eart, and tho to rtu res  wouid huve boon 
worse than any Bulgarian a t r o c i t ie s .  L f in d  warmth ia  the 
best th ing, i t  draws out tho rheum, and keeps i t  from 
c r y s ta ii is in g . i t  i s  s em i-flu id . But i t  may be attended 
with pain . Coid r e l ie v e s  tho pain . But i t  i s  a  do iu s ion . 
You pay fo r  i t  a itorw ards. The body must be kept warm 
to  keep d igestion  go ing p roperty . The o iim in a tion  takes 
p iaco, i  th ink, by tho bowel p r in c ip a iiy ;  so the i i v e r  
must be kept go ing ; the kidneys secon d arily . But In a 
severe case l ik e  mine, i t  cases out a i l  over me; even the 
skin, i f  scraped, was g r i t t y ,  i  should say there was a 
quart on oach le g ,  includ ing fo o t .  N early  a i i  came out by 
the skin, mouth, nose, e a rs , ey es , e t c .  and, no doubt, 
insido am. lho kidneys could not do more than a  small 
fra c tion  o f the work. f  l e t  my f i r e  ou t yes te rd ay . Paying 
f o r  i t  today. Acute rheumatism in  knees. Stoppage o f  the 
e lim ination , probably, from the bones, f t  Ls easy to  
understand the e f f e c t  o f heat when you consider th a t the 
r betas is  on ly  bare iy  so iu b ie  in  the b lood , and e a s i ly  
c ry s ta l l is e s  when c o ld e r ."

On 19 February, 1913, "Been very i l l  s in ce  31 January, Bed 
most o f the tim e, iemense sw e llin g  developed. Say 6 inches by 
4 , and 2 deep in  the m iddle. Hard as wood. Much pa in , and 
In terna lly  a l l  wrong. S t i l l  1 am not happy. Going down to -day , 
but i t  may begin again  tcmoroow. Don't know what i t  i s . "

A l i t t i e  ia te r  he was very  i l l .  When he was w e il h is  
handwriting was remarkably steady and c le a r .  In  some weeks o f 
h ie  i l ln e s s  i t  was very  shaky. On March 10, 1913, he reported  
that a nurse had been engaged by h is  r e la t iv e s .  "M iss Hay, 
go  work a t  a l l .  The r*irse f ,  h er nurse, and a l l  M.M. has to  do 
is  to  look in  upon me about 6  tiams a  day and put the drinks
in  convenient reach, and then g o !  f  have nursed my
parents night and day, h a lf a s lle p  a i l  the t im e ."

He was not an easy p a tien t. Miss May to ld  us that the nurse 
declared that he would d ie ,  and Miss Hay re p lie d  "He won't 
d ie ;  be w i l l  l i v e  to  turn you out o f the house."

The nurse l e f t  on 30 May, 1913. she d id  not g e t  beyond 
peeping a t  him through the crack l e f t  by the nearly  c losed  
door. *
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On 14 Ju ly , 1913, O liv o r  r e fe r red , ln to r  a l ia ,  t o  some 
e a r l i e r  experien ces  o f that year.

"O r. S o a r lo , 0 , V .P ., te  i g .  That reminds me o f '0  
m ih i, e t  B ea ti M a r t in i . . . .  My new ( t ) !  and ( - t ) !  
formuiao a re  ju s t  done. They a re  on ly  raw m ateria l fo r  
con tin u a tion  o f  my Royal S o c ie ty  paper. [O pera tors  in 
Phys ica l M athem atics.] Of course Part 3 mutt be published
f i r s t  in  f u l l .  I t  i s  t is io , 21 y ea rs ........

"Lord  K e lv in 's  ren a rk a b ility  wss h is  breadth.) Do 
anyth ing . But in  any sp oc ia l subject he was not sp ec ia liy  
g r e a t ,  so fa r  as f  can judge, i t  depends on standards. 
Maxwell was a  g rea t gen ius, but he had not K e lv in 's  
breadth . So K e lv in  was the g roa t man o f h is  time, even
though he was o b s t in a t e ly  stupid aEout some th ings........

" i t  i s  im possib le f o r  me (o r  ra ther, uso loss ) to  t e l l  
you how i  g e t  my form ulae, i t  i s  done by the mathematical 
methods exp la ined  in  V o l.  2 o f  my E lectro-m agnetic Theory, 
and you h aven 't done th a t . Shame. Valet

"When I was young, my fa th e r  took me to  the doctor in  
the hope o f  f in d in g  out whether i t  was what i  had fo r  
b reak fast that made me so  s tu p id ."

Things looked b iack  sometimes. On March.3 , 1909, he wrote 

" i  have been very  H i  s in ce  !  saw you, and see oo 
prospect o f  g e t t in g  b e t te r  t i l l  a g rea t change in  the 
weather takes p ie c e . In te rn a l b leed in g . Stomach and 
ad jacen t p a r ts . The lo s s  o f  b lood is  o f  no importance, 
but i t  causes p e rs is te n t  d iarrhoea , and that i s .  Resuit 
o f  u ic e r a t io o ,  1  guess, and th a t 's  the re s u it  o f  repeated 
acute in fia sm ation s . I t  may go o f f . "

On 11 January, 1913, he described  S ix  Piagues.

"P lague 5 : -  Bunnion bad, v e ry . Large. Crowing b igger. 
S o ft .  P a in fu l.  Malk on heel o r  s id e  f o o t .  l * y  n o t! Save 
wearing out sock . Bunnion, not c o m ; c a l l  i t  large 
s w e llin g  on b a ii  o f  f o o t ,  o f  unknown cause, perhape 
o ve rea tin g , i f  you d o n 't  l ik e  bunnion. Mender whether the 
3 b o t t ie  f r a t  po ison j wouid do i t  good."

On 24 January, 1913,
"Been v e ry  bad in s id e ; ptomaine poison ing o r  aomething 

i lk e .  Dreadful pa in  a l l  over ln te s t in a i " a c t *  * * * " * ?  
c a i l  i t  now. Had t o  go  about doubled up l ik e  
v i i l a g e  g a f f e r .  [P en  and ink sketch o f  6 * " "  
the PubJ That was a l l  one day. Mext day developed quinsy.
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Not had one s in ce  1 d o 'n o '.  Suro s ig n  o f  b io od  p o ison in g . 
Then i i v e r  ve ry  wrottg, and v io ie n t  D aggers . Hut i t  i s  not* 
go ing o f f ,  qu insy , daggers and a i i .  T t ia t 's  a iw ays the May. 
Reabsorption and e lim in a t io n . i  have no doubt th a t  i f  the 
quinsy were not a iiow ed  to  fo rts , w orse e f f e c t s  m ight 
happen, but that does not remove th e  cau se , i  da rosay  the 
neat i s  kept to o  io n g . i t  i a  a ix  daya o id  b e fo r e  i t  is  
fin ish ed . Or i t  m ight be the r a t  hav ing  po isoned  some o f  
the th inga in  that box room, i  brought them up t o  a i r  and 
d ry  tliem thorough iy. C onao ia tion . Oniy f o r  i i f e . . . . .  
hunnion haa aubaided con s id e rab ly . One d isea se  o f t e n  cures 
another."

On 26 January, i9 i3 .

"qu insy and assoc ia ted  neck, e a r  and b ra in  symptoms 
go ing away, but i i v e r  ve ry  bad, and a sso c ia ted  w ith  dim 
and ataggery  e y e s ig h t . "

On i i  March i9 i3 ,  ha was in  seuch d is c o m fo r t . Ho w ro te ,

"To i g .  S a l. Mot gou t, save to  smaii e x te n t  now. i t  is  
the true rheuseatism w ith  ia rg e  aw e iiin gs  round jo in t s ,  and 
in  f e e t ,  end hands. C a n 't g e t  ia  o r  out o f  bed a fo n e , so  
s i t  in  cha ir by f i r e  day and n ig h t . Very irksom e. About 
i  hour s ie ep  in  24. Heart bed, con s tan tly  in te rm it te n t ,  
but i  th ink  i t  w i i i  cu r . i t s e i f .  D ie t f o r  rhetmmtism w e ii  
understood, but d ispeps la  in te r fe r e s .

"Extraord inary v a r ie t y  o f  sumptoms in  p a s t . Chaik in  
pains. Csysta fs from eyes . Tongue w h ite , y e i io w , b fack , 
red . Stewed f r u i t  n ice , but makes wind. A new c a u fif io w e r  
fo r  dinner i s  b e s t , but c a n 't  be g o t ,  so egg  in s tea d . The 
v io ie n t  co ld  wind is  aga in st recovery . Expect a  siow  
recovery by reabsorption  o f  rheem. Usual way.

"T .H [e *y i* id e ] to o  busy. M.M. has r is en  to  her 
opportu n ities , in  a  d egree , end does e  f o t  e i  up and down 
s ta irs  work."

* *  he was not n eg iec ted . on the in s id e  e f  the enveiopo he
wrote!-

"To C .f.C .S . fthemeetic fe v e r  e t c .  M.M. rubs. 
f.M . bandages. J o y ."

On 5 A p r ii,  19!3 , he w rote, in  e  ve ry  shaky hande-

^  Thst t ia l.t^ -d  the
cha ir ( t o  save d istu rb ing M.M. a t  n ig h t . )  Mot waik.d a



s te p  s in c e .  Took fa n cy  t o  b oo * t e a .  C ou ldn 't ge t i t .  tears 
and M.W. d id n 't  th in k  i t  p ro p e r . Cot i t  in  two days. At 
once s t im u la te s  th e  l i v e r .  Demanded some more. Nurse May 
s a id  !  shou ld  have i t  f o r  supper, in s is te d  avtd got i t .  
W onderfu l e f f e c t .  R ea l p roper l i v e r  n o tion  fo llo w ed . But 
i t  has i o s t  power s in c e ,  though !  have some d a iiy .

"M ost o f  th o  s w e ll in g s  went down by d ep os ition  o f  the 
rheum in  the e y e  so ck e ts  (g r e a t  q u a n tity ) turning to  
ro ck s  in  th o  e y e la sh es  at id under the c y e i id s .  infiam aation.

"Now. Cot rheumatism hands, arms, shou lders, th ighs, 
ie g s  and v e r y  bad an k ies  and above. T h a t 's  a l l . "

improvement was ra p id . On 8 A p r i i  (Monday n igh t and 
Tuesday m orn ing, i913 , he w ro te , in  a  much f irm e r  hand:-

"D .S . V ir  o t  M u lle r . My hands a re  not so  bad as s c r ip t  
shows, i t  i s  c o n s tra in e d . On my hack constan t ly .  Oniy the 
rheissatism  about ank ies p reven ts  my walk ing a  i i t t i e  and 
p u t t in g  an end t o  a  most unpleasant s ta te  o f  t h in g s . . . . .
You shou ld  remember M.W. tan  g o  about q u ite  b r is k ly , so 
the arrangeeeent ^ o f  engaging a  nursoj seemed O .K. A ft e r  
f i r s t  day , 0  g ra c io u s , in a t te n t io n , n e g le c t ,  cross  and 
im pertin en t answers. As I f  i  were a  m a lin gerer , and there 
was no danger in  sty heart a tta ck s . I  was ooce l e f t  f o r  i  
hour tak in g  a  c h i l i ,  h o i ie r la g ,  baw ling, knocking w ith  
s t i c k ,  w ith  the r id icu io u s  excuse th a t she d id n 't  know 
but what i t  m ight bo th o  men knocking next d o o r ."

He com plains o f  the 'd e c e i t s '  e t c .  o f  h is  r e la t iv e s  and 
o f  M iss Way. "Why had 1 n o t been co n su lted ."  "And to  think 
o f  tint M u lle r  b es t is s lm a fM .W .j o f  a  sh ort tim e ago.

"O f course i  now reduce M .W .'s m in is tra tion s  to  a 
minlmue, and d i r e c t l y  1 can  w c lk , not a llo w  M.W. s
u n w illin g  s e r v ic e s  C a n 't be done a l l  a t  once. 1 make
e  beg inn ing  f o r  new arrangements in  bedroom edmreby 1 can 
h e lp  m yse lf a t  n igh t (w ith  d i f f i c u l t y )  and w i l l  never 
d is tu rb  M.W. un less i t  i s  seme th in g  very  urgent. * ten. 
in  a  cu rious way, g e t  in  and out o f  bed n y s e lf  new. Just
on the ed ge . C ou ldn 't do th a t in  the dangerous t la e s . 1
went fe e d in g  up but i t  i s  so  d i f f i c u l t  t o  auitehlo 
fo od s . 1 was r ig h t  about the b ee f tea  *< * -  * ° *  * * * * *  *7*
. .  .  — ^  .memifmhie f o r  me. snemC h e e k  brown Opposed as  ^ * * ' a b l e , f o r ^  ^

*  shei

!  w a ited  "w ^ J 'th J '^ s a lte d  brawn she made ' * * * * ,  
ot which 1 a te  a  s i i c e  every  two 
f le s h  ra p id ly .  * * * v e r ,  a f t e r  a  * * * .  * " *

1 g o t I t  (made by M .W .) found i t  had **en 
shops. I t  was v i l la in o u s .  Masted. And yet M.W. knew tdia 

- a  -  — . . - a  she made to r  me sn



hjH been made some unsalted has been ordered  f o r  tomorrow.
* !  ought to  have to ld  you that the s lim y rh e t*  came out 

a l l  over the head, save cheeks, and in  ears  and on neck 
and shoulders and upper p a rt ch es t. I t  was p a r t ly  mere 
c u t ic le ,  but when dry the p e l le t s  you could rub o f f  were 
a l i t t l e  s ton y . (U ra tes , cceaeonly c a l le d  u r ic  a c id . )
Soluble in  blood and may be d epos ited  anywhere. S in ce  !  
took the beef tea  hot hot hot tha eye# a re  much b e t te r .

"H eart. Hind brings i t  on u su a lly . Even m ilk ! One n igh t 
I  found m yself ly in g  across the bod, w ith  a  w eigh t on my 
breastbone, unable to  b r e a th e . . . . .  U it in a to iy  found the 
rheuaatisn had attacked the breastbone and thereabouts.
Had to  nurse that f o r  two days. S leep ! H a lf hour in  24. 
Sometimes none. But 1 fin d  that by tak ing  a  good drink 
every two hours, and aome 'ch o c ' a f t e r ,  1 C M  get a  l o t  o f 
eaaa, and aome s le ep . Ordered sp e c ia l c lo th  boots to  wear 
soon.

"Money m elting  eway fa s t .  !  should l ik e  E20 loan i f  
poss ib ls  (D on 't ta lk  o f  g i f t s ) ,  making tSO l.O .U .

"How is  your Meuro? ^neurasthen ia, from which i  su ffe red  
fo r  about 7 years.)

" 1  have conquered the heart trou b le  f o r  the most p a r t . 
M.M. was not d istu rbed  by me a t  a l i  la s t  n ig h t , and a  lo t  
o f l i t t l e  th ings I  cam do m yse if.  The w a it in g  oo  me i s  not 
sutth. -

"V a lle y  o f  shadow. had t o ld  him o f  an experien ce  o f 
my oM .J 1  meant death by su ffo ca tion  and h ea rt f a i lu r e . "  

On 7 May. 1913 he wrote t o  "Mrs. Doctor S ea r le , F .R .S . e t c . "

* !  have been informed that that odd man who w r ite s  
curious p lays has expressed s im ila r  view s t o  mine on
f< a * ra i* .  So nuch the b e tte r  f o r  him.........

" i  had to  breathe ra ther hard to  keep heart go in g ; and 
the stroke o f the heart became a  so rt  o f  loose  f la p .  Th is 
led  to  a  consideration . !  had overdone i t .  There was the 
cardiac to  bo considered, end that the p r in c ip e i work wee 
in  keeping up the tenpereture e g e in s t the v e ry  adverse 
w intry cond itions. So !  i e t  the heart boat aa v e ry  s o f t l y  
a s  possib la , and introduced a  so rt  o f  ca rd ion eter.
Instead o f  drink ing when !  f e i t  !  wanted d rin k , f  drank 
a  neasurod quantity  in  s ix  goes , and watched p rogress o f 

* *  ' * " * " * *  *7  peasage o f  l iq u id  in to  
stenacn o r  In  th is  way i  g o t in form ation aa t o  what 
^** t " * * *  * "  * " *  * * " * " *  " P .  (A  doctor onco — do no

" ' t o " * *  w ith  h ia  stethoscope 
ta  find  out i t s  progress in  my body. The na ive  person



supposes th a t tdmn l iq u id  i s  swallowed i t  sant pass '- * r  
the stom ach .) 1  cou ld  a ls o  t a l l  whether warmth from 
o u ts id e  was needed, f i n a l l y ,  1 foeaed that arms must not 
be l e f t  o u ts id e  c o f f in .  They take acute rheumatism, a  nice 
warm w oo llen  garment permanently round arms end shoulders 
was the p roper th in g . M.M. supp lied  that.

"V ary  l i t t l e  s le e p .  Awful nightmare amd heart tro u b le ."

To Mrs. Sear!#  on 9 May,

"M.M. t o ld  sea th ere  should be a  s lope t o  the r igh t in  
the c a rd ia c  r e g i o n . . . . .  Very vague. But there i s  something 
in  I t ,  f o r  th is  i s  w r it te n  on a  s lop in g  basis , end the 
h a ir  beh in  1 comb upwards in  order t o  a llo w  <ey ha ir to  
d ry , o r  e ls e  be w e t, as the cose nay be, because i t  rests 
on low p i l lo w  and a c tu a lly  con s titu tes  my otm neck. I t  
d oes work somehow.

"found out l a t e r  than M.M. l e f t  a  l o t  o f  soap in  ny 
h a ir  when she washed i t .  On washing i t  m yself properly the 
g r i t t in e a s  and s t i f fn e s s  e n t ir e ly  disappeared amd the hair 
g o t q u ite  s o f t .

"A  n ic e  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  nested Fenwick, stay ing  in  Torquay 
gave eee eons n ic e  flow ers  today , and Mias May forthw ith  
put them in  the one p la c e  In  the room edtere 1 t o u t *  i  **e
them T h le  l i t t l e  w ise  F . l e  here w ith  her nurao.
They e te y  a t  toma b ig  h o te l.  1 expect Miss f .  captured 
M.M. M lee f .  i s  grandch ild  o r  tarns o th er relatlom  o f S ir  
A. Moble who le n t  me f3 0 0 ."

He thought th a t a  suggestion  had been node t o  Mioo May 
" th a t  i t  was n o t r ig h t  and p roper f o r  a  women * *  W  to  a* 
nursing a  men o f  43 . 1 to ld  M.M. she behaved ae a  true -e-an
fo r  once and 1  should n ever fo r g e t  I t .  ___

W ith  regard  t o  one who remarked, "Tow d o n 't  seen to  be 
making nuy p ro g re s s ,"  O l iv e r  w rote,

" I f  he had asked me. 1  would hove to ld  him at omto
 .  ^

e *  hacamins warms

began t o  mend ra p id ly , and 1  con new walk. ? ? " ! ' * * * * ?  
good , t o  support w eigh t, but ve ry  b w rtR g . M  '  t d v e 'Y  
s low ! !  caT w a lk  ai**ut r o - .  but '* o t .  h ae  i .  b e d * - b y  
nerve fo r c e .  The s tra in  on the heart * * ' * * * * ' * * * * * * " * 'trve fe r c a .  The 
Tees a re  turned outward, bath fe e t ,



a id e  o f  h e e ls . "
On 24 A u g u s t ,  i913 , he was e v id e n t iy  stroseger.

" L  hove worked a t  f in d in g  the second e o iu t io n s  o f  the 
d i f f e r e n t i a i  e^uatioess o f  the f L r a t  and secosed e i i i p t i c  
i n t e g r a i e . . . . .

- L a t e s t  i n t e i i i t t e n c e ........... Mow 1 g e t  4  hours o f  s le e p
a  n igh t a s  a  r u ie ,  in  detached  p ie c e s .  & tt  weep n o t  f o r  
me. !  ^  r e s ig n e d , and make s c i e n t i f i c  o b s e rv a t io n s  on 
e v e r y t h in -  I b i s  i s  th e  l a s t .  S e v e r e ly  b i t t e n  b y  two f l e a s .
Mot n f l e a s .  They walked a b ou t, in s te a d  o f  juseping
o v e r  th e  to p  o f  S t .  P a u i 's ,  a s  !  was ta u gh t edeen a  c h i id .
O r e l s e  th e y  esade v e r y  l i t t l e  j ^ p s ,  n o t h ig h e r  than  a 
c o t t a g e .  1  th in k , t h e r e fo r e ,  th e y  must have been  r a t -  
f l e a s ,  brought In  by th e  S t l t c h i l l  (n e x t  h ou se ! r a t s .  In  
g e n e ra l no f l e a s  h e re  a t  a l l .  o f  any s o r t .  Perhaps they 
d o n 't  l i k e  V in eg a r  (G o a k ) . "

He found i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  reeeemher th a t  he would n e v e r  fo r g e t  
th a t  M iss May had behaved a s  a  tru e  woman.

"The p o e t  s a id  'O n ly  nan I s  v i l e ' .  Me was w rong, i t ' s  
woman t o o !  Good Mary Way has gone f o r  g o o d , 1 f e a r .  She 
fo r g e t s  a l l  1 have done f o r  h e r ,  g r s ^ b ie s  a t  h a v in g  t o  d o  
any work a t  a i l  f o r  m e . . . .  1  f o r g o t  th e  b u tto n s .
Sossetisses she pu ts  on  bu tton s  when th e y  a r e  a l l  g o n e , w ith  
th e  th in n e s t  p o s s ib le  c o t t o n ,  and abou t 4 c i r c u i t s ,  s o  th a t  
th e y  a r e  o f f  a t  f i r s t  wash, i f  n o t  b e f o r e .  T h a t 's  f u m y . "

In  Sep tem ber, 1913, he was a b le  t o  w a lk , but w ith  
d i f f i c u l t y .

"9  Sop/13, 12 .30 a .m . J u s t  back  from  p o s t .  F i r s t  tim e 
o u t .  Took sse 30 sd n u tes  t o  g e t  t o  p i l l a r  box a t  W est end 
o f  Lower U a rb e rry  Road and back  a g a in  in s te a d  o f  10 
m in u tes ! 1 was a s to n is h e d . I t  was a  c r a w l .  Y e t  1 h ave  
g a in e d  s t r e n g th  g r e a t l y  in  body and anas b y  th e  ga rd en
w ork   I  am r e a l l y  p r o g r e s s in g  in  th e  f e e t ,  i t  i s  th e
h e a r t  1 th in k  i s  th e  w o rs t  s i g n .  The s h o r tn e s s  o f  b re a th  
has l a r g e i y  d is a p p e a r e d , b u t th e  h e a r t  has n o t  k e p t  p a co . 
I t  p a in s  t o o . . . . "

On 9 S ep tem b er, 4 .1 5  p .m .,

"O n ly  a b le  t o  c a r r y  tw o lo a d s  ^ c o a l^  t o d a y .  L a s t  n i g h t ' *  
w a ik  to o k  th e  g o  o u t  o f  my a n k le s .  A n k l l o s i s !  I s  th a t  
what 1  s u f f e r  fro m ? "

15 September.
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" P * * .  M.M. mended my socks a t  t e s t .  M aittd  e  ton . 
ttm e to r  them. On the e th er head she peeled the potatoes
a ga in s t my re q u e s t . So I t ' s  a  ba ten te  Eyes bad.
t t  t a  the s t r a t a  o f  a ,  y .  a .  t  suppose, heart not r *  bad.
S t t t t  ra th e r  [p ic t u r e  o f  C a f fe r j .  B igh t shoulder btade 
c r lc k y .  C a rry in g  d t r t ,  1 e sp ec t. Rut at t e r  my t909 
tttm ess , my shou lder btade teme r ig h t  nut. bed to  tore* 
t t  in t o  p la t e  a g a in . t  was so th tn . how the rtbe  never 
g e t  t r lc h y  n r d ls lo c a ta d ."

D r. C .V . Burton , an ndmtrer n t H eav is id e , w rote on 
20 September 1 9 1 ! i-

" t  sow tteavtetde [ a t  Homefleld^ a t  the beginning o t 
August, and we have corresponded p re t ty  re g u la r ly  s ta te , 
t t  aeessa t o  me ra th e r  a p p a llin g  th a t ta  the fe a r fu l 
t t tn e s s e s  he h a s , he does e n t t r e ly  w ithout aedtcat 
a d v ic e .  Me seys  a a  o rd ta a ry  d o c to r  would be a e  good to  
htm -  'w ou ld  want t o  g iv e  me b o t t le s ' -  Bat one reason 
he cave  f o r  s e e in g  a o  d o c to r  was h ts  ta ck  o i  means."

0a  27 Sep tem ber, Burton w rote

"When 1 saw O .H . e a r t y  ta  August, he was stew ty 
r e c o v e r in g  from  a o  i l l n e s s  whtch he ascribed  to  u ra tes .
He was h a rd ty  f i t  t o  be up end abou t, and b e  d is tressed  
me c r e a t t y  by go  in s  th rough  the house and ftn a t ty  out 
o n to  th e  d o o rs te p  t a  hare f e e t  -  my ot** s tro o s  
c o n v ic t io n  b e in g  th a t  h is  f e e t  should be kep t warm.

D r . B u rton  was s c i e n t i f i c  a s s ia ta n t  t o  tha t a r t  o f Berkeley 
a t  Foxcom be, B oars  H i l l ,  n ea r O x fo rd , about 1 9 H . l a  the war 
o f  1914-1B he was a t  th e  B oya l A i r c r a f t  Establishm ent, 
F am b orou gh , H a n ts . ,  and was engaged on  experim en ta l work.
1 was a t  th e  E stab lish m en t In  1917 and 1918. h srtoa  had aa 
a c c id e n t  w ith  th e  po isonou s g a s ,  phosgene, and d ied  on
8 F eb ru a ry , 1917. H is  w t to  d ie d  2 o r  8  weeks rrom
9 A u gu st, 1918 t o  30 D ecem ber, 191b he w rote about SO le t t e r s

t o  O l iv e r .  , ,
Wo wotu a t  Torqu ay  f o r  Christm as 1913 and saw O liv e r  

S e v e ra l t im e s .  We d o  n o t  remember th a t  he showed any a lgns o  
s e r io u s  l l l n e a a ,  a lth o u g h  ho was now fa r  from  be in g  a t b l e t ^ .

M r. W. Sh eph erd , thon  a  Torquay r a t in g  o f f i c e r ,  s a v o r y  
abou t h la  r a to a  a t  lo a a t  a  d oxea  tim es  frem  1921 to  the . 

Ho n e v e r  saw  him  i l l .

s i



A l e t t e r  o f  3 A p r i l  1920 may bo g i v e n  n e a r l y  I "  f u l l .

"Dr. S carle , E.R.S. W.O.R.M.
"Dear S ir  atid Lady E r l le  ll lrd . I wonder that you nro 

not at the national Physica l Laboratory. I t  seems th a t tho 
kind o f work would su it  you, and bo loss w orrying thoso 
Ixtd boys [Cambridge U n ivers ity  Students, my f r ie n d s ) ,  and 
good pay, and a t i t l e  to  fo llo w , though none so  good as 
W.O.R.M. !  got your l e t t e r  th is  morning.

"The new fg a s j meter goes O.K. At lea s t I t  is  
consistent in  I t s  behaviour. An up to  date d ir e c t  reading 
meter is  much wanted, w ith  a pressure gauge, but 1  c a n 't  
ge t I t .  The weather is  oqulnoxious, and vo ry  d lsngreoab lo 
to  ono who is  confined to  tho house, boing co ld  and thuup, 
sometimes squ a lly  and ra in y . I t  Is  always a bad tim e fo r  
me. I  have sometimes boon out to  nwuop up, e t c . ,  but i t  
wouldn't do. Too soon. And very  pa in fu l to  the f e e t .  The 
gas Is  o f much b e tto r  q u a lity  now, but there i s n 't  enough 
o f i t .  My hot water c ir c u la t io n  is  on ly  a  m akesh ift, ve ry  
cheap. Tt i s  the gas f i r e s  tltat a re  so expensive . More 
tanks to  s to re  the hot w ater, and la rge  p ip es , wouid co s t 
a  l o t  o f  money. But my a b o lit io n  o f  the k itchen  f i r e ,  and 
substitu tion  o f  a  g r i l l e r ,  saved me from the h osp ita l 
nursing home, and doctors , and g rea t expense; and robbery.

* !  am m ostly in  bed, and have reduced the door- 
nulsance to  a minimus. Only v i s i t o r s ,  the postman, tit* 
policeman, and the g roce r . I  have taught the postman to  
d e liv e r  without bringing me down, ( t r y in g  to  'make me 
hear' e t c . ,  e t c . )  The parce l people a re  bothering though, 
ao, i f  poss ib le , 1 have everyth ing sent by L e t te r  Post.
I  must go down to  the Constable, though, because he brings 
Su^ons, Warrants, e t c . ,  and w on 't be s a t is f ie d  to  put 
them through the La tter opening. The g ro c e r 's  man comes 
once a  week to  the k itchen f o r  o rders , and they a re  
d e live red  without b ring ing me down. So the dom estic work 
is  reduced to  almost nothing. The p rin c ip a l source o i 
'd i r t '  i s  my bedroom; the f l u f f  from  the b ed -c lo th es . The 
quantity is  aston ish ing, and i t  fin d s  i t s  way everywhere. 
Purs would do away with most o f  th a t. The war w i l l  come 
to  an end in  tim e, when the s a n c t if ie d  League o f  Mat Ions 
does, and we attend to  our own business, and l e t  the 
aevag. Russians, Turks. Kurds, Arabs, e t c .  e t c .  f ig h t  
th e ir  otm b a tt le s  In  Cod's way, as described by the 
sensible Dr. Watts, i  have been much b en e fited  by iy in g



in  bed; the a rm is t ic e  w ititor was t e r r ib le ,  owing to  the 
q u ite  a r b it r a r y  and s tu p id  a c tion s  o f  our Rulers, 
s ta rv in g  us o f  Food and Fuel, wtion thoy had g igan tic  
s tock s  s to red  up, and a v a ila b le .  Mhy should wo bo starved 
and fro z e n  f o r  the sake o f  thoso b lood th irs ty  barbarians.

" fD r .  J .T . I .A .J  Bromwich d id  not cotno, and, as I did 
n o t know where ho was, 1 cou ld  not in v ito  him. I am 
so rry  n o t to  have aeon him.

" L f  you have any notion  o f coming hero a f t e r  Easter, 
be suro t o  w r it e  in  advanco, and 1 w i l i  c le a r  away a lot 
o f  the f l u f f  and otako a  c lo a r  passage to  my don.

" i  an  read in g  up my o ld  In ves tiga tion s  In my books, 
and more e s p e c ia l ly  unpublished m atter in  my MSS. books, 
to  see i f  1  can  g o t in to  propor f itn e s s  fo r  a  resumption 
o f  my proper work, what 1 was born fo r .  But o l course I 
an s t i l l  on s t r ik e ,  and i t  may la s t  sone time. I t  was,
1 understand, th a t fa n a t ic  Lord Robert C e c i i ,  who was 
tho f i r s t  author o f th a t fraud , tho Lcaguo o f Nations 
and Covenant and a r t i c l e s .  But what Masses the res t o f 
them must have boon even to  en te r ta in  the Idee o f  the 
p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  i t s  e v e r  b e in g  p ra c t ic a l in  a  ts^an 
w orld . Noth ing but m isch ie f has come out o f  i t  so  fa r .

"Her Ladyship and S i r  E r l ls  B ird  w i l l  1 hope keep up 
th e ir  s p ir i t #  in  accordance w ith  the ten ets  o f  true
Mormery And d o n 't  welk o f f  th e ir  le g s .  L i f e  i s  not
worth th a t.

Yours s in c e re ly  O liv e r  H eav is ide , M.O.R.M.



THE LAST TEAM

A !! 1 Lao* a t  O liv e r 's  experiences n it e r  2b December, 1920, 
H i !  3! December, 1924, la  derived  f r e e  le t t e r a  trom him o r  
iraa information given me by persons i i v in g  in  Torquay. None 
o f ay io tte rs  to  him a ft e r  A * * ,  i9 !9 ,  have su rv iv ed . 0 "  29 
November !92 i he wrote that !  seemed busy, but had n o t found 
tins to  w rite  to  him about sty

"mysterious goings on at Christmas 1920 w ith  tho Am ericans 
who wsrs going to  do such f in e  th ings f o r  mo, a i i  in  p ig -  
in-a*poke s ty le .  My rep ly  was ju s t to  ash f o r  in fo rm a tio n , 
and, as rcvissd by you rso lf, was p e r fe c t ly  cou rteou s . And 
has i t  tome to  th is . thAt thsy have d o ied  out two f i f t i e s  
( f  1 0 0 ) 1  !  should not be su rp rised , having had oxp er ien ce  
with American* and th e ir  ways. But th is  amount o f  1100, 
which my banker has informed me has boon p laced  to  tny 
cred it at your in s t ig a t io n , suggests su sp ic ion s  o f  o v i i
communications o f a io c a l ch a rac te r f  What ' l o c a l
tharacter' means 1 do not knowJ Do be candid and l e t  mo 
know what the 1 1 0 0  means. Nothing but m isch ie f comes out 
o f want o f candour, and d isregard  f o r  the wtahos o f  a  man 
who has had to  pay h eav ily  fo r  h is  h on es ty ."

Be ends the i e t t e r  on a  l ig h te r  ton e . "Ladye Byrde w i l l  be 
pleased to  hear that the garden b ird s  a re  a t i i i  p ic k in g  
at the banes o f  that fo w i. Just in  remsssbramce o f  the 
delicious trea t they had la s t  C hris tm as!"

It  w tli presently appear th a t the Americans had no hand 
in  the mystery o f  the 1100.

In his le t te r  o f 4  December 1921, O liv e r  says "1  asked you 
to  be candid, and you are not s o , but e va s iv o , on the w h o le . "

"The two f i f t i e s ,  o r  1100. I r e c e iv e d  two a d v ic e s  from  
the Bank that you had put 150 and 150 to  my c r e d i t .  150 
+ fSO -  liOO. That is  tdtat the HOO meant. But you sen t 
only ISO. Then the Bank has made a  m istake (M ot th e  f i r s t ) .  
1 aa w r it in g  about i t . "

Any money sent through ne t o  O l iv e r 's  account a t  h is  Bank 
went with the provision  thnt i t  should not a u to m a tic a lly  go  
to  reduce any overd ra ft. I t  was intended f o r  h is  isased iato  
use. I f  a cheque were made out to  me, l  cou ld , by en d ora in g  
i t ,  pay i t  in to  h is  account a t  Torquay. In  th is  c a s e ,  i t  would 
not appear in  my own account aa ( 1 )  a  C re d it  and ( 2 )  a  d e b i t ,  
with the resu lt that i  have no record  o f I t .

There was sossa genuine confusion as t o  whether tw o  sums o f



i M  w vre p a id  t o  h i a  a c c o u n t  o r  o n l y  o n a .  I t  aaem a p r o b a b le  
m a t wltat was s e n t  e v e n t u a l l y  s a v e d  hiss fr o m  b e in g  " s o l d  up  .

!n  S ep tem ber 1921 h e  w as v e r y  n e a r  d i s a s t e r .  H la  
d e s c r ip t io n ,  i n  a  i e t t e r  o f  4  D ecem ber 1921 , ru n a  t h u a : -  

" i  I tad a r r a n g e d  w i t h  t h e  P o l i c e  in a p e c t o r  (W a r r a n t  
0 ! l i t e r )  t o  p a y  th e  C aa an d  P o o r  fR e t e J  b i l l a  t o g e t h e r ,  
and c o s t a ,  on  20 S e p te m b e r .  B u t t h e  P o o r  p la y e d  me a
t r i c k  Me a e n t  C o n s t a b le  B ro c k  t o  ate o n  t h e  1 9 th  w i t h
a  demand f o r  im m e d ia te  p a y m en t, o r  d i s t r e s s  w o u ld  a t  o n c e  
be m ade. 1 w aa o b l i g e d  t o  p a y  B r o c k .  B u t I t  ^ch equ sQ w aa  
d ia h on ou red  a t  t h e  B an k ! I t  w aa a  n a a t y  t h in g  t o  d o ,  a a e in g  
th a t  th e  am ount o f  o v e r d r a f t  w aa u n d e r  d la c u a a io n .  1  had 
no n o t io n  th e y  w o u ld  d o  auch  a  t h i n g .  T h e  in a p e c t o r  cam e 
h e re  w ith  B ro ck  o n  t h e  22nd w i t h  t h e  c h e q u e  a ta m p ed  B .D .  
( r e t u r n  t o  d r a w e r ) .  ( ' B . D . '  a c t u a l l y  m oans ' r e f e r *  t o  
d ra w e r , and d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m ean t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no 
fu n ds  t o  m ee t  t h e  c h e q u e . !  Me w aa v e r y  a n g r y .  I t  w aa  a  
s iu r  upon h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  Ma cam e I n  an d  a tu c k  t i c k e t a  
upon e v e r y t h in g  ( n e a r l y )  I n  t h e  d r a w in g  a n d  d i n i n g  ro o m s . 
A l l  t o  b e  t a k e n  aw ay i n  v a n  n e x t  m o r n in g  a n d  s o l d  a t  
a u c t io n .  1 o f f e r e d  t o  h e l p  h im . Me w o u id  n o t  i e t  me h a v e  
an y  t i c k e t a  th o u g h  i  a a k e d  f o r  a  b u n d le  t o  t a k e  u p a ta lr m ,  
and l  w ou ld  a t l c k  them  o n  e v e r y t h in g  t h e r e .  M o . Mow t h i s  
s a ie  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  th r o w in g  t h in g s  a w a y ,  u n d e r  t h e  
ts rc tm ss tu n cea . S o  1 th o u g h t  t h a t  C .  H e a v ia id e  a n d  A .W . 
I le a v ia id e  m ig h t  le n d  me 1 1 0 0  f o r  t h e  e m e r g e n c y .  B r o c k ,  
who knows me b e t t e r  th a n  t h e  I n a p e c t o r ,  o f f e r e d  t o  ta k e  
a  n o te  t o  C .M . 1 t o l d  h im  v e r y  b r i e f  i y  o f  th e  
m is u n d e ra to n d in g ,  an d  t h a t  h l a  c h i l d r e n  an d  g r a n d c h i ld r e n  
m igh t be t h e  e v e n t u a l  s u f f e r e r s .  W o u ld  h e ,  o r  A .W .H . ,  o r  
th e  tw o  t o g e t h e r ,  le n d  see f ! 0 0 .  B ro c k  a l s o  t o o k  t h i s  n o t e  
t o  th e  B ank , an d  th e n  C .M . g o t  i t .

" k e p iy  n e x t  m o rn in g  b r o u g h t  b y  a  g r a n d s o n ,  B e rn a rd , 
(B e r n a r d  W i i l i e m s ,  s on  o f  F r e d  M i i i i ^ t a  an d  B a c h e i  B i i a a  
M ta v ia id e J .  A  mad l e t t e r ,  s to a t  i n s u l t i n g  t o  me p e r a o n a i l y ,  
and i u i i  o f  g r o a a  m ia a ta te e s e n ts  o f  f a c t .  1 g a v e  B e rn a rd  
a b o r t  r e p l y  t o  g o  t o  t h e  B an k , an d  f r o m  t h e  Bank t o  C .M . 
S u b s ta n c e :-  'M o  r e p l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  y o u r  n o n s e n s e .  1 p i c k  
o u t t h e  o n l y  p a r t  t h a t  a n s w e rs  my a p p l i c a t i o n .  S in c e  
n e i t h e r  you  a i o n e ,  n o r  A .W .M . a l o n e ,  o r  t h e  tw o  o f  y o u  
t o g e t h e r ,  w i l l  l e n d  me t h e  H 0 0 .  1  w ith d r a w  my a p p l i c a t i o n .  
1 w i l l  f i n d  som e o t h e r  w a y . '  (A n d  i  d i d ) . "

"T h e  s a i e  w as s t o p p e d . "



O liver found that he was on ly  H 08  wrong in  current 
account, counting up to  30 September. wfmn he should r e c e iv e  
money, end with e l l  the gas and ra tes  fu i ly  paid  ng to  that 
date. The Bank Manager recoamended the Heed O f f ic e  to  renew 
KIs loan up to  the end o f  the yeer.

"When the inspector and Brock came aga in , i  was ab le  
to  show them a note from the Bank, sent by messenger
authorising me to  withdraw up to  flO H . T ills .........
convinced the Inspector tlm t i  was r e a l ly  an honest man 
end had not been humbugging him. He shook hands on i t ,  but 
!  could see that he remained very  sore about I t .

"How you w i l l  see how the f  100 suggestion  tone
about. P e r fe c tly  natural, and nothing In  i t .  T h a t 's  tliu 
worst o f i t .  1 am f5 0  out o f pocket, e x tra . To pay my way 
In to next year, 1 want now not L100 but f i5 0 .  H  1 c a n 't  
gat i t ,  1 must mortgage tho p roperty . 1  must a vo id  th a t , 
i f  1 possib ly can. Furthermore, th is  Bank e r r o r  would not 
have arisen  had you advised me o f  tho 150 rem ittance, as 
ie  usual with people who understand the va lu e  o f  money.

" ! t  has taken me same time to  t a l l ,  not by any fa u lt
o f mine, but now 1  think 1  have turned the ta b lea  on you .
W ill you t e l l  me the name o f the gentleman who advanced 
the f 50, and when he d id  I t ,  and why. And why t o  you, 
rather then to  see. Why so  m ysterious! 1 m ight l ik e  to  
thank him, and exp la in  my p os it ion .

"This t r i v ia l  matter occupies p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  your 
le t t e r .  For o f  the Important m atter, you ju s t say 'The man 
***o consulted me about a  year ago has not to ld  me what 
casts o f  h is  p r o je c t . ' But what d id  you d o ! T h a t 's  *hat 1 
asked about. 1  should l ik e  t o  see the"correspondence that 
passed between you and him. 1  w e ll  know what you t o ld  me 
la s t  Christmas, and eltat 1 sa id  to o .

*1 s e tt led  w ith  the Cas Co. at the beginn ing o f A p r i l .
1 wonted c red it  t i l l  end n f September, as la s t  yea r  and 
the year b e fo re . Of course 1 might have g o t c r e d it  fo r  
the next b i l l  t i l l  midstasaer .  In  fa c t  1  re ca lved  a  very  
c i v i l  note ( a  fasm ) a  U t t l a  be fo re  m ida^m er reminding 
me that 1  had not paid, end ask ing me to  pay up a t  - y  
e a r l ie s t  tomvonlenco. But they cu t o f f  the gas on 
15 august. t*ty they cu t o f f ,  as a  p re lim in ary  to  stnmoning 
me fo r  the om *x* due, 1  have not g o t to  the bottom o f 
y e t .  They d on 't ge t the amount due any sooner, and they 
lose a  toe  toner. They f in e  themselves t o  the ex ten t o f  the 
revemme they lo s e .  I t  i s  a  moat barbarous th in g  t o  d o  to  

'  * * * *  " * *  * * -  I t  i s  obvious. But l  c a n 't  
f i t *  why thay do i t .  There a re  o th ers  boaidoo me. I t  soena



to  bo tho cu s ton . And th ey  w o n 't  put th o  g a s  on a g a in !
That io o k s  l ik o  s p i t e ,  i  can  g o t  n o th in g  o u t o f  tho 
S e c r e ta r y  t o  th o  p o in t .  So i  an bu rn in g  up th e  rem ain# o f  
tho f i l t h y  war c o a l ,  i t  i s  so  a w fu l,  th o  d i r t  made in  tho 
room, th a t !  have o n iy  one f i r a  a o  f a r  in  th o  draw ing 
room. !  th in k  !  a h a i! have in  aoseo p ea t b io ck a , o r  p o a to id , 
o r  o th o r  amokoioaa f u o i .  But oven  than th e ro  w i i i  bo a  i o t  
o f d i r t y  w ork , though f  con  have a o v o ra i f i r o a .  i t  ia  
about 2 0 °  t o o  c o id  in  th o  houao f o r  me t o  have c o m fo r t .
But !  m u s tn 't  com p la in , b e in g  o n iy  a  worm, aa you know, 
to  bo crushed by b a rb a rian s  and b u i i i e a . . . . .

" !  i i o  in  bod t o  stand  th o  c o ld  aa w o i i  aa !  ca n , w ith  
a  po rpo tu a ! c o id  in  th o  head , rheumatism, gou t and va r io u s  
d ia a K r c a n b i i i t io a .  i  f in d  i t  hard t o  g o t  s u ita b io  fo o d  
t o o .  Som othing wrong a t  L lp t o n 'a .  Bacon was n o t  d o i iv o r o d  
tho p rev iou s  weak. W rote about i t .  No n o t ic o  taken .

d in n er tod ay  was one hard b o i ie d  c o id  e g g ,  some s o f t  
b i s c u i t s ,  and aoseo N o a t lo .  But i t  i a  f a t  ( r o a i  an im al f a t )  
th o  ia  needed in  c o ld  w e a th e r , r a th e r  than  s u g a r . Ask tho 
C roon ian d o rs . Sugar la  good a a  a  auppiom ont. i t  ia  to o  
c o id  f o r  mo t o  d o  any housework th a t  !  con  o v o id ,  end !  
n e v e r  wash my c io t h e s ,  save  th e  ra g  n ea t th o  sk im , b y  iong
s to o p in g  in  c o ld  w a te r .  A i i  o ia o  i a  s a tu ra te d  w ith  c o a i
d u s t . "

A  i o t t o r  o f  i J  December i l l !  from  O i iv o r  a o iv o a  th o  iiO O  
m ys te ry . On iS  November o  cheque f o r  fS O  sen t by eee was p ia cod  
t o  th o  c r e d i t  o f  O l i v e r 's  accoun t a t  h ia  Bank a t  T o rqu ay . The 
Cheque was made p ayab io  t o  ma by S i r  Joseph  Larm or, who w ished 
t o  rem ain anonymous. !  endorsed  i t  end oen t i t  t o  Torquay w ith  
th e  req u es t th a t  O i i v o r  ahou id  bo a d v is e d  o f  i t s  r e c e ip t ,  he 
was a d v is e d , but t o o  much, f o r ,  b y  o r r o r ,  tw o a d v ic e s  ware 
s e n t ,  o o e  by th e  a s s is ta n t  manager end one by th e  manager,
M r. C .E . Rotherham. O l iv e r  s e n t  m e, f o r  in s p e c t io n  and re tu rn ,
e  l e t t e r  from  th o  bank o f f e r in g  a p o lo g ie s ,  w hich he e e id  w ere
to o  p ro fu s e , go  s a id  " i  a ! s o  e n c io s e  a  s ta tem en t in  farm  o f  
on  i . o .U .  % to  C .F .C .S . ] .  !  b e i i e v e  i t  i e  e t r i c t i y  c o r r e c t .  You 
ahouid keep  i t  s a f o i y ,  t o  send i t  in  t o  my g s e c u to re  in  case  
o f  my prem ature d e a th . "

He d i i e t e s  fu r th e r  on  h is  household  a f f a i r s .

" A f t e r  a  p e r io d  o f  c o id  w ea th er w ith  n igh t f r o s t s  and 
much i o g ,  a  m iid  p e r io d  fo i io w e d .  Coming n ea r the end o f  
th e  Mar c o a i ,  !  w ro te  on  th e  !O th . t a  a  man in  Torre



Tpart o f  Torquay) f o r  s t - e  Peat and P ea to id . i  g o t h i .
^ i y  on the 13th., asking f o r  payaent ln  ndyunco. M. 
wouid then g iv e  p ro .p t d e i iv e r y  on tho 16th. There is 
ev id en tiy  sotaethiog uncanny about Peat and Paato id . in 
rep iy , !  *a id  i  wouid not t ro u b i.  h i . .  Me wouid have to  
'd e l iv e r  the goods and i  wouid pay tha b i i i  by cheque 
a t  the door.

"That being over , and titse io a t ,  i  ordered S ton o i 
Mhiteway and B a i i 's  'B e a t ' fo r  quick d a iiv a r y ,  and i e t  nw 
know beforehand when i t  wouid a r r iv e .  !  a is o  to id  h i .  
about the P. and P. .a n , but !  wouid not order naokeieaa 
fu ei fo r  fe a r  o f uncanny cm sp iications. They charge b5 
a h iiiin ga  a ton net cash. !  stust wait and soe what w i i i  
happen, B aii is  one o f the Barbarians. -  .

"Bobby fConstable Brock) t e i i a  n  that the )  CasJ 
Barbarian b lre c to ra  a re  ve ry  r ic h  .a n , and d o n 't  care  a 
rap about ioa ing good revenue. They cu t o f f  the gas f i r s t ,  
and thsn eunsaon fo r  payment o f  a rrea rs , Just to  save 
troubie in  the o f f i c e .  The reason seems inadequate, i  have 
reason to  b e iie v e  i t  i s  to  fr ig h te n  peop le f r o .  making 
com pi.in ta , the Caa Co. being a  g rea t a in o e r . A iao  the Act 
o f  P a rli ament  o f  1920 l^ o a a a  ca rta ln  du tiea  upon tf*m  aa 
regard, preaaure and q u a lity  edtlch !  b a iie v e  t t * y  do not 
carry out. Tha ir S o i ic i t o r  w i i i  g iv a  no in f o m t i o n . "

A fte r  i  had O iiv e r 'a  ia t t e r  o f 4  Deceeeber i9 2 i ,  !  w rote to  
SOM friends and, w ith  th e ir  h e ip , !  aent a  t o t e i  o f HO-iO -O  
to  h ia  account  a t  Lloyds Bank, Torquay. The Bank acknowledged 
the rece ip t o f  my own t iO  on 23 D ecod e r . Dr. B .T . Ciaaabrook 
seat ne a  cheque on 27 December, end thus i t  i s  c le a r  that i  
seen tha cheque, t o  tha Bank aa they reached eea. A i i  the Bank 
record , o f that date were destroyed in  the Bank's ord inary  
routine.

Tha in a titu t lo n  o f  t ia c t r ic a i  Bngineera caa* t o  h ia  heip . 
n  22 D ecoder i9 2 i,  Mr. B.H. T ree , C h ie f C ierk  o f  the 
ia s tt tu t io o  wrote ea fo lio w e :-

" i  estcioaa o  copy o f a  ia t t e r  which has been d ia p a tc i*d
to  Mr. 0 .  Heaviside today Your suggestion  that any
remittance forwarded to  the henk on Mr. M aevia ido 'a  beheif 
ahouid be p ieced to  h ia  currant account has b e e .  acted  
open. You w i i i  r e c o i ie t t  th e t wa discussed the p o in t w ith  
the Manager o f  Lioyds Bank uhe sa id  that M y  M noy 
iorwarded on behalf o f  n r .  0 .  Heaviside would be p ieced 
to  the c r e d it  o f  hia ord inary current account and wouid 
net go towerde any reduction o f tho Mortgage unioaa 
in s tru c tio n  were received  iro n  Mr. Heaviside h im eeif to

sa



th a t a f f e c t .  The question  o f  supplementing Mr. H eaviside 's 
annual income w i i i  be considered s t  the next meeting of 
tho Conmittee to  bo hold in  the Mew Year. Yours e tc .
R .H . T r e e . "

The i e t t e r  from  tho P res id en t o f  the in s t itu te  ren :-

"My dear S ir ,  Tho Councii o f  tho in s t itu t io n  of 
E ie c t r lc a i  Engineers have heard w ith  much d is tre s s  thst 
tho income a t  your d isposa i is  in s u ff ic ie n t  in  these days 
o f  h igh  p r ic e s ,  and ta x a t io n , and on behaif o f  the 
In s t itu t io n  !  have ventured to  rem it to  your bank at 
Torquay a cheque f o r  H 0 0  to  be piaced t o  the c red it  o f 
your cu rren t account.

"Tho Councii d e s ir e s  me t o  ssk that you w l l i  be so  good 
es t o  in te rp re t  the a c t io n  tdtlch they have taken as a 
s l ig h t  oxpresslon  o f  th e ir  h igh apprec ia tion  o f the 
va iu ab ie  s e rv ic e s  tendered by you to  E ie c t r lc a i Science 
and E ngineering, and t o  odd that they ie e ve  i t  en t ir e ty  
t o  you t o  dec ide  whether you w i i i  so accept th is  asm, o r  
*d * th e r  you wouid p r e fe r  to  regard  i t  aa a  persona! ioam. 
Yours o t t .  J .H . H ig h fto ld ."



GILL

0 .  23 December 1920, Mr. (n o *  S i r )  Frank C L i l ,  o f  Western 
E lec tr ic  Company L td .,  w rote t o  me as  fa l lo w s : -

"You may remaaber some l i t t l e  w h ile  ago we had a 
correspondence on the sub ject o f  O liv e r  H eav is id e , and 1 
am now in  re c e ip t o f  some in form ation  from the S ta tes  in  
which considerable concern i s  expressed on account o f  the 
poor conditions in  which they now f in d  him. AS an example, 
I have copies o f ie t t e r s  from Mr. B.A. Behrend o f  Boston, 
Dr. W.H. Whitney o f Schenectady and Dr. Weintraub a t  
present in  Pa r is , in  each o f  these, serious concern is  
shown and is  exem p iified  from the fo llo w in g  qu o ta tion s .

'During the war, h ie  cond ition  had become eo bad 
that he had become a  permanant in v a lid  w ithout the 
seeans fo r  decent warm c lo th in g  and food eu ited  to  the 
s ick -b ed .'

' i t  wae a  shock to  me to  ie a m  o f  the poverty  in  which 
the great tn g iish  p h y s ic is t , O liv e r  H eav is id e , is  
i i v in g . '

'My own fo o t in g  is  that i t  would be much n ic e r  f o r  us 
t a  a ss is t Mr. Heaviside now than ta  put flo w e rs  on an 
expensive tssebotono i a t e r ! '

**!he ab jec t o f  th is  l e t t e r  i s  t a  ask ( 1 )  what is  
H eavisida 's rea i fin a n c ia l con d it ion . ( 2 )  Houid he accept 
fin a n c ia l assistance caning from some o f  the b ig  
Engineering Companies in  the S ta te s , p a r t ic u la r ly  General 
E le c tr ic  Co., and the Western E le c t r ic  C o ., as an 
acknowledgement o f the work he has done f o r  the E le c t r ic a i 
Engineering, end (3 )  shat would be tha best way of 
approaching him on tha su b ject.

*1 am sending a  copy o f  th is  l e t t e r  ta  S i r  Richard 
Clasebrook aa 1 em mast anxious t a  be o f  any ass is tan ce  !  
can in  th is  matter and t a  move q u ic k ly ."

iRUle ha waa l iv in g  in  C— bridge -  i  da not remember the 
exact d a ta ,-  1 had a  ta lk  w ith  E lr  Richard G iaxebraak, F .R .S .,  
la ta ly  D irector o f  the Rational Physical Laboratory, about 
O liv e r 'a  condition  and d i f f i c u l t ia a .  1  know that he was 
amsleus th a t  O liv e r  should be helped, but !  do n o t know what 
he may heve dene ia  the m atter. From C i l l ' s  re ference t a  him. 
I t  w^.ld appear that C i l i  was aware o f that in te r e s t .

!  knew thet O liv e r 'a  finances were low, but !  had no means
IP



o f  knowing tho ex a c t p o s it io n . !  cou id oo t t o i i  how ho uouid 
toko M r. C i i i ' a  id e a , and tho o n iy  th in g  was to  ask him. On 
tho n om tn g  o f  tho f i r s t  Sunday o f  t o r  Christmas (Dae. 24 ), !  
wont t o  Momafiaid and sa id  th a t i  wantod t o  ta lk  aoriouaiy ta  
h in . Mo s a id  "Mhat about?* !  sa id  f  had had a  io t t o r  from a 
nan. "M tat nan?* ho a a id . !  sa id  i  d id  not f o o i  outhoriaod to  
g iv a  tho nono. I  aa id  tho nan thought ho could g o t oono nonoy 
from Coatpaniaa in  A n orica , and that ho wantod t o  know i f  
O iiv o r  would bo w i i i in g  to  accopt i t .  * !  ^ramirl tho fu iio s t  
p a r t ic u ia ro *  ho a a id . Ha was qu ita  u n w iiiin g  t o  tonaidor 
anyth ing o f  tho a o r t .  * !  nuat nako aono r o p iy , *  !  a a id , aatd 
ha d ic ta ta d  t o  na tho rudoat th in g  ho couid conatruct. !  aaid 
!  cou id  not send th a t , and wo agroad on something n i id o r ,  and 
th ia  !  aont t o  M r. C i i i .  !  saw C iU  a  i i t t i o  t in o  ia to r  in  
London and t o id  h in  o f  n y  experien ces . noth ing cama o f  tho 
id o a . But O i iv o r  was h igh iy  offondod .

i t  nay have boon i i i  h oa ith , but Mr. Shepherd's experiences 
strengthen  ny fo o i in g  th a t i t  was h ia  anger aga inst me, which 
kep t us a t  bay tdten wo wont to  Torquay f o r  Christmas, i9 2 i.
On 22 December, i9 2 i ,  ho w ro te ,

"Youra 2 ia t .  i t  i a  n o t p oss ib io  f o r  na t o  aay now whether 
!  can aoa Mrs. S . and you on Chriatseaa day. D on 't put 
youraoivoa ou t about i t .  gut i f  circuaotancoa ahauid iaad 
you th ia  way a t  tho tim e you nontion , ]  o h o i! bo w o itiag . 
o r  e l s e ,  you w i i i  f i a d  n note o f  oacuoo ou tside tho d o o r .. .  
!  ro co ivod  youra o f  iS th , and f a i i  ta  fin d  in  i t  any 
answer t o  my en qu ir ies  about ia a t  Christm as's a f fa i r
f r .  C i i i ' a  en q u iry ], tvaa ian  aga in  !  wish tndyw Byrde
and you ra o if a  Happy Christmas in  any case . !  d o n 't  think 
i t  can bo h e ro . Youra. . . .  O iiv o r  H eav is ide , M.O.B.M.*

Mo wont t o  Momofioid on Christmas day , but d id  ao t gain 
adm ittance. Outside tho door woo a  not# o f  2S December, 
to ge th e r w ith  th a t o f  tho 22nd which hod not boon posted. The 
note o f  tho 2 Sth ren t-

**Youra 2 3 r d . . . . .  The uaua! poeteeen d o n 't  cone now, end 
!  have not boon ab io  to  catch tho oa tro  nan to  t a i i  than 
what to  do w ith  ny io t to r a .  f The regu ia r postmen emnid hove 
posted  any ou tgoing io t to r a  but out in to  the po rth l. M tii 
you bo good enough to  put tho encioeod stamped io t to r  in  
tho p o s t, tncloaod  ia  a ia o  a  ia t t a r  f o r  yon, ataapo 
raseovod. _

* !  am v e ry  sorry  to  bo unable to  see tadyo ayrdo and 
you today . But d o n 't  ia t  that put you ou t. !  daresay tho 
i i t t i o  waik has done you goad, aa you may go home oad 
s tu f f  youraoivaa in  tho uawai way w ith  oa tro  a p p e tite . Ta

H



= -  = t . .
She X.ual ta ^ u gg ln g  c c m p l^ n ts  o f  the season. Y< tu rs ....
O liver Heaviside, M.O.B.M.

Thing. might have turned out. d i f f e r e n t ly  I f  1 ^  ^  
^ . T l ! ! w r i t K n  to  me. L b e lie v e  now that 1 made a  ^ is t^ k e  in  
not taking h i .  in to  my con fidence, i  
d iec ree tiy , hut * y  d is c re t io n  co s t me d ea r , fo r .
December 1920, i  d id  not see h i -  ' t i l l  J a n u a r y ,  1925, s h o r t ly
before h is  death. We d id  not lea ve  Torquay ' t i l l
1921, but be d id  not a d a it  me a f t e r  my 'd is c r e t io n  day . As
lust stated , we were not admitted a t  Christmas 1921 o r  on our
v i s i t  t o  Torquay a t  Christmas i922. We d id  not go to  Tp^u ey
!o r  Christmas 1923. When we g o t there on 31 December,
be was near h is  death.

i  have a t  le a s t the conso la tion  that he knew th a t 1 was h ts 
fr ien d . On tho day on which, in  u t te r  weakness. he was removed 
to  the nursing Home, thorc were two doctors  and a  constab le 
In attendance during tho day, but he kept them a t  bay ' t i l l  
a fte r  9 p.m. because ho wantod to  sec me.

1 d id  not see him again  ' t i l l  ve ry  near the and. We o r r iv e d  
at Torquay on 3i Doce.bcr 1924. On 21 December he wrote me a 
i iv e iy  and humorous l e t t e r  d escrib in g  h ie  recen t t a l l  irom a 
ladder, and Showing that he was S t i l l  the same o ld ,  odd and 
impish O liv e r . We saw him on, probably, I Januury 1925. He was 
ye llow , and a  day o r  two e a r l ie r  had w ritton  "Jaundice, so 
d on 't expect much." He ashed us to  ge t him some hondkcrch ic i*. 
Wo took them the next day, but fa i le d  to  ge t in . About * 
January, we ieam td , about 6.30 p .m ., that on that morning he 
had been found unconscious in  h is  house by h is  ia ith fu i 
poiicesmn fr ien d , Henry Brock. Two doctors were c a i ie d  in  by 
h is  r e la t iv e s , but the o ld  man's urgent d e s ire  to  see me 
delayed any action  u n t il 1 could come. About 9 p.m. one doctor 
drove me to  "H om efleld ", where 1 found Brock and the other 
doctor. 1 then Interviewed O liv e r .  As i t  would have been 
impossible to  nurse him a t  "H oseefie ld ", the p lan  arranged 
e a r lie r  by h is  r e la t iv e s  was se t in  m otion, and he was taken 
that evening by ambulance to  the Mount Stuart Nursing Home.
1 went w ith  him. A ft e r  a  few  days he was b e t te r ,  and from then 
' t i l l  the end o f our holiday on i9  January, we had tea  w ith  
him nearly every day. He soon s e t t le d  down and en joyed the 
attention  o f the nurses and the good food . Lu ll o f  iun, he 
dubbed the l i t t l e  ward maid "The Marchiness". Mr T ree . Chief 
Clerk a t  the In s titu tion  o f E le c tr ic a l Engineers, c— o to  
Torquay, and we met him severa l times at tea  In  O l iv e r 's  room 
tn the Heme. O liv e r  had dyed h is  h a ir  b iack , and. w h ile  i t  was



w et. he wore a  te a -co sy  on h ia  head. i  found the to sy , a i l  
b iack  in s id e ,  when, w ith  the Sank Manager, i  searched 
"H om efie id " the next day f o r  O l iv e r 's  Faraday Medal and other 
v a lu a b le s . The nurses washed h is  h a ir ,  and, wtth h is  whit* 
h a ir ,  he looked v e r y  handsome. He won the a f fe c t io n  o f the 
nurses and o th ers  in  the Heme. The in i t i a l  i^ rovem ent was not 
m aintained; he succusbed t o  variou s com plications on 3 
February 1925. H is  brother Charles had d ied  on 28 December 
i924.

Many legends grew up about O liv e r .  I  b e lie v e  1 do r igh t to  
record  the c o n v ic t io n  th a t he was never a  "m ental" in va lid .
Of course he was a  f i r s t  ra te  od d ity  -  he was O liv e r .  I  had 
been h is  f r ie n d  f o r  33 y ea rs .



antea

Mr A.R. "C re te " . Brsddon Road W est. Torquay, gave
-  .n  in terv iew  on iB Oece^m r 1949. He 
utth wr. GM h"*. o i  Weiiswood, Torquay, an e i s c t r i t a i
* ^ . " 1 . "  < r ih .  . r  . t  1 " ' .  " *  —
fit t in g s  in to  R en t's  Cavem , and there he net Constable Brock, 
who asked him i f  he had a  galvanometer. Brock .a id  he 
i t  fo r  O liv e r  and that he (B rock ) wouid be " ' F P " ' ^ i e  f o r  i t s  
return. Rider ie t  Brock have i t  and Brock took Rider w ith  him 
whan ha took i t  t o  H onefie ld . This wee the f i r s t  t in e  R ider 
eaw Heaviside. O liv e r  expected then and promptiy adn ittcd  
then. i f  O liv e r  knew a t  what time Brock o r  o th er known poraon 
wouid cons, he wouid be on the e i e r t  end wouid q u ick iy  open 
the door, i f  the t in e  wee not known, knocking on the door 
produced no re s u lt . On th is  eccas ion , they were adm itted to  
the house. O iiv s r  eeked Rider i f  he tou id  g e t  h in any i i t t i e  
p ieces o f e is c t r ic s i  apparatus he n igh t need . He asked Rider 
h is  n ^ e  and address sad sa id  he wouid cosssunitete w ith  hin 
e ith e r  d ir e c t  o r  through Brock. Rider next got e  post card 
fren  O iiv e r  asking h in  to  brin g  two Lsciaache C e i is .  end had 
he e  rheostat o f iSO oh ** ! R ider node the rh eos ta t. R ider 
reported t o  Brack a i i  that he d id ,  end Brock wouid re tu rn  to  
Rider any epperetue which O liv e r  no ien ger requ ired . R ider 
went t e  Monofioid porhapo i  o r  6  t in e s . O iiv s r  had the 
e ie c t r ic e i  things in  an a t t i c .  Me d id  not see O iiv e r  use then , 
and ha d id  not t e i i  Ridar whet he was do ing w ith  than . O iiv e r  
had e  "B u iiy " C lock. The panduitm had e  permanent magnet at 
r igh t engiae t e  the e te ik  e f  the penduitm, end the ends o f 
th is  magnet moved in  and out o f two c o l i s .  These c o i i s  were 
period ica lly  connected, through the c io ck  mechanism w ith  a  dry 
battery, which auppiled the energy requ ired  fo r  m aintain ing 
the motion, i  can remember  the c io c k . R ider took d ry  b a t te r ie s  
fo r  the c iock  to  Bomefieid on one o r  two occas ion s , and e i th e r  
put than through the sn a il opening ailowed by the door chain 
o r  i s f t  then in  the porch.

Rider cawid not a ffo rd  t o  g iv e  apparatus and h is  tim e to  
O iiver without payment, and as ha waa not in  good hea lth , 
hoeing heoa "gassed* in  the war o f  1014-191$. he i e f t  o f f  
dooiiaga w ith  O iivo r .

Brock wouid pay email s<ma on beha if o f  O iiv e r ,  w ithout 
expecting o r  rece iv in g  any repayment. But Rider fe e ia  c e r ta in  
that Brock had naana o f  tapping aourcea o f  considerab le 
" * * n c t a i  be ip  fa r  O iiv e r .  Brock wouid bo u n iik e iy  to  d is c io e e  

** "*c *a  e f  thoaa payments. B ider b e l ie v e r  th a t Brock paid 
H i j a  fo r  O iiver without the bueineaa passing through O l iv e r 's



aOYAL SOCIETY

O liv e r  H eav is id e  was e le c te d  e e  4  Ju le 1R91. The c e r t i f ic a te  
t e s t i f y in g  t e  h ie  recanmends t ie n  ie  dated iO February 1R90, 
and was read t e  the S o c ie ty  on i  May 1R90. S ir  O liv e r  Lodge 
was h ie  proposer and th e  Q u a lific a t io n s  and some other 
p a r t icu la rs  a re  in  h is  hand w r it in g ,  a l l  the papers mentioned 
a re  rep r in ted  in  V o le . 1 and 11 o f  H sev is id e 's  "E le c tr ic a l 
Papers". Tt'oy e r e  l i s t e d  below  by th e ir  p ieces  In those 
volunos. Thus, tho second peper (from  The E le c tr ic ia n ) begins 
on p . 353 o f  V o l. 1 . The e s s e n t ie l p erte  o f  the C e r t ific a te  
are g iven  below t*

(Memo) O liv e r  Maevlslde
( T i t l e  o r  D es ign a tion ) . . . . .
(P r o fe s s io n  o r  T rade) Moeee
(U sual p la c e  o f R esidence) Paignton, Devon.

Q u a lif ic a t io n s .
Learned in  the Science o f  Electromagnetism, having 

ep p iie d  h igh  mathematics w ith  power and success to  the 
development o f  Maxwell*# theory o f  electrom agnetic wave 
p ropagation , and having extended our knowledge o f facts  
and p r in c ip le s  in  s eve ra i d ire c t io n s  and in to  great 
d e t a i l .  Me i s  author o f  the fo llo w in g  papers sneog many 
o th erss*

!,4 2 9  and 11,39; 1 ,353; 1,255; 1,231 and 227; 11, 504; 
11. 4bS; H ,  375; 11, 355; 11, 14R; 11, 1; 11. 490;
11, 519; l ,  47 ; 1 , 53 ; 1, 41; 1 , 71; 1, 95; 1, 114.

The C e r t i f i c a t e  continues
" (O l iv e r  MeavisideJ being desirous o f admission in to  

the ROYAL SOCIETY O f LOMDOM, we, the undersigned, propose 
and ro cc^ en d  him as d eserv in g  that honour and as l ik e ly  
t o  become a  u se fu l end va lu ab le  Member. Dated th is  !0th 
day o f  feb ru a ry , 1S90."

The n ^ e  o f  O l iv e r  H eavis ide is  in  the handwriting of 
O l iv e r  Lodge. The s ig n a to r ie s  a re t-

from  General Knowledge From personal Knowledge
J .T .  Rettam ley O liv e r  J .  Lodge
A.M. Kuchon W illiam  Thomsen (K e lv in )
A.M. R e ino ld  Gea. P ros . PitsGsrald
John Perry  J .H . Peynting
J .  iiopkinsem R .T . Cieasbreek
J .A . Ewing
C . Corey Footer
' * * :  * * '
S h e lfo rd  R idweli



!  M L  a i i  the s ign a to r ie s  except J .  Bophinsom and S h e ifo rd  
a idw e ii, M d  same !  haew M i l .  That Lodge met H eavis ide a t  3 
S t. Augustioe's Road Camdea Teem. Leaden, en Sunday. iO March 
iBR9, is  recorded ia  a  i n t e r  !rem  H eavis ide t e  Lodge. !  Uo-not 
Loev e i  aay ether meeting w ith  Lodge. F itzC ero id  was a t  B radiey 
View, Newton Abbot on one day between lb  and i9  September it9 B , 
and had a  cyc ie  r id e  v i t h  O iiv e r .  ia  a  i e t t e r  to  S ir  Joseph 
Larmer f Mature. 7 March. i9 0 i ]  O iiv e r  says

" i  o o iy  saw him tv ic a  knowingly, oaca f o r  two hours, and 
then again f o r  s i *  hours a f t e r  a  'io n g  in te r v a i '.* *  

f it rC e ra id  d iad ia  February i9 0 i ,  end hence the 'tw o  hours ' 
aust have beea p r io r  t o  M 9* by a  * io a g  ia te r v a i*  and e a r i i e r  
th—  !0  February iS90, tha data o f  the c e r t i f i c a t e .  H eav is id e , 
w ith  h is  parents, i e f t  Londea ia  ths outM n o f  i * * 9 ,  and thus 
the two-hour meeting was probabiy ia  London. One ie t t e r  o f 
F itsgera id  was as  e a r iy  as December iSSS. i  b e i ie v e  th a t Lodge 
end F itrC era id  were the o o iy  two s ig n a to r ie s  edw e v e r  saw 
Heaviside.

The fo llow in g  csutdidstss vere e is c te d  in to  the Royal S o c ie ty  
on 4 June, !B 9 i:-
Anderson, W illiam ; Bowen, P ro f. F . Orpen, D .S c .; Conroy, S ir  
John, B a rt., M.D.; Cunningham, P ro f. D .J ., M .D.; Dawson, C.M .,
D .Sc.; E l l io t t ,  Edwin B ., M .A .; Prankiand, P ro i.  Porcy P . ,  B.Sc; 
C iic h r is t ,  Percy C .; H a llibu rton , W.D., M .O .; H eav is id e , O iiv e r ;  
Marr, John E .,  M .A.; Mond, Ludwig; Shaw, M. N ap ie r , M .A .; 
Thompson. Siivanus P . ,  O .Sc.; T isa rd , Captain Thomas H ., tt.N.

At f i r s t ,  O liv e r  was rs iu ctan t t o  o ilo w  Lodge t o  propose him 
ss a Candidate fo r  the Royai S o c ie ty . But, in  the end, Lodge 
persuaded him t o  occept the o f f e r .  O l iv e r 's  view s as to  
candidature a re  expressed in  the fo iio w in g  two ie t t o r s  to  Lodgo. 
i f ,  es i t  seems, there were other le t t e r s ,  they were not 
prossrved by Lodge.

"30 January, 1869. in  my d ra ft  ro p iy  to  yours o f tho 27th 
i  advanced 7 reasons fo r  d ec iin in g  your o f f e r !  Hut on 
subalssion to  ay brother, although he has not dvmollsltod 
them, ye t he brought aosee weighty reasons the o th e r  way. ! 
w il l  not, th e re fo re , trou b le  you w ith  them, except one.

" i s  i t  not a  fa c t  that a  Candidate fo r  the R .S . may be 
do<m on the i i s t  fo r  y ea rs ! Nothing would be more 
d issgreeabie to  me. i  would not be a  Candidate i f  th ere  wore 
any chance o f ro fu aa ia t the f i r a t .  ! f  a man i s  good enough, 

" * * "  H .  **F  almuld he be a  su p p lian t, so to

l i t * ' ' * *  Pther hand, you could assuro me th a t there 
vould be no d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  the way, and that lnenedlato



e le c t io n  a  more! c e r ta in ty ,  easy then, t  should acc.pt 
your ktnd o f f e r  w ith  tho g rea te s t p leasu re; end. in  any 
c o s e , !  con s id er i t  t o  b e e n  honour to  be proposed by you. 
0 .  H eavis ide

"P .S .  I f  you have any c u r io s it y ,  n e re ly  as a  natter o f 
c u r io s i t y ,  t o  s e e  the b o th er reasons, sosae o f which you 
nay th in k  v e ry  e c c e n t r ic ,  1 w i l l  send you ny d r e f t .  i t  la  
n o t an unmixed honour to  be F . t .S .  nov-a-doya. Look at 
the C ouncil L is t !

"2  February, 1SS9. Yours 31 January. 1 have n is la id  the 
seven champions [  reasonsJ o r  e ls e  the dooment has gone 
to  l i g h t  th e  f i r e ,  gut i t  i s  o f  no consequence . Four were 
c a n c e lle d , and the o th er th ree  a re  nmmril op in 

Molo s u p p llc a r l!
*1 am n o t a t  a l l  sure about the L o t in lty ,  but you know 

what i t  i s  adapted from . ( 'H o lo  ep is co p a r i! 1 do not went to  
be made a  b ishop .j

"You may Judge o f the In te n s ity  o f  my fe e lin g s  as  te  
p o s s ib le  r e je c t io n  by the f e e t  that 1 have so good e  nan 
as you f o r  my proposer end no le s s  then S ir  M. I .  fo r  
seconder, and s t i l l  1 am not happy. ( !  had a wlcksd 
naamy, a  mors than b ru ta l pappy; thay kicked me, strapped 
me, f lo g g e d  no, whacked me. S t i l l  1 was not happy?)

"You must a llo w  fo r  personal equation . Lots o l  good men 
su p p lica te  yea r  a f t e r  y e e r . Mhy shouldn't 11 Am !  better 
than they? The honour o f belonging (a f t e r  re je c tlon s )to  
such an august and d ig n if ie d  body I s  transcended by the 
p recious r e l i c  o f  s e l f- r e s p e c t  that le  l e f t  in  me by not 
becoming a  su pp lican t.

"Look a t  i t  th is  wsy to o .  I f  e  man should ta lk  to  me 
about the r id icu lo u s  absu rd ity  o f  sty not tak ing the R.S. 
and i t s  ru le s  a s  1 fin d  them, o r  adapting myself to  them, 
e s p e c ia l ly  a s  there Is  no reason to  suppose they w ill  
a l t e r  then in  my favou r, 1 should say, 'The same argument 
a p p lie s  to  a l l  ancient In s t itu t io n s , ways, manners, 
customs, e t c .  e t c . ;  and i f  fo llow ed  u n iversa lly  would 
re s u lt  in  u n iversa l stagnation  and e tern a l persistence ot 
the u n fit .

"Somebody must d ec lin e  to  adapt h im self, and n o t ____
'p r e f e r  the o ld  w ay ', l ik e  the fish es  S t .  Somebody preached 
t o .  And somebody always does. In  fa c t ,  a  good * * "?  
somebodies d o . They a re  fo o l is h  and e ccen tr ic , no douot. 
but tltey prepare the way f o r  d es irab le  changes.

"My case is  ve ry  short and p la in , i f  a man is  gooo 
enough, and has shown i t  In  h is  work, h* deserves to  o* 
e le c te d  without being a  supp lian t; and i f  the ru

??



oiiow  th is ,  they shouid a i t e r  the ru ies .
"Now i f  I ,  a f t e r  pu tting my nock in  the noose, should 

find  i t  pu lled  t ig h t  the f i r s t  g o ; !  should bo bound to  
squeal, in  p la in  English , i f  a fto r  becoming .< suppliant 
(o r  Candidate, i f  you l ik e )  ay  f i r s t  su p p lica tion  should 
be re jec ted , !  should be bound to  answer tho Snub by 
withdrawing ay su pp lica tion . Porhnps i  might go in  fo r  
howitng at the R .S . ju s t to  ease ay  wounded fc c i iu g s .
Do Morgan usod to  do th a t, I  think.

" t  b o iiove  I t  wouid be unpleasant to  you It  !  were 
re jec ted . No ono but a y s o lf  can t e i i  how d isagroeab iv  i t  
wouid bo to  ao.

"You express some doubts as to  c ie c t io n  f i r s t  g o , as 
you say hardiy anyone is  e ie c ted  f i r s t  g o . i f  th is  is  
r e a iiy  so, wouid i t  not be b e tte r  to  postpone tho m atter 
u n tli tho Council has boon educated up to  the mark? That 
is  an o ffon s ivo  way o f pu ttin g  i t ,  but you w on 't t e i i  tho 
Counti i  o f  i t ,  o r  ay chance wouid be gone f o r  e v e r !  You 
w i i i  probabiy bo in  cooenunlcation w ith  S ir .  W. on th is  
matter, i  hope you w i i i  l e t  him know s u f f ic ie n t ly  o f  the 
reason o f ay  reluctance, as i  shouid be g r ie v ed  to  o ffen d  
h ia.

"My remark 'Look on the Councii L i s t '  r e fe r r e d  to  one 
name in  p a rticu la r ; i i t t i e  ieaa  than a acandai to  be 
there.

* 1  do appreciate the honour o f a sso c ia tion  w ith  the 
President and Secretary  and oth er eminent men; but i  have 
r e a iiy  no veneration  f o r  A n tiq u ity , i  think ay h is to r ic  
sense is  im perfectiy  developed. Ancestor worship is  not 
in  my creed . I  think our ancestors were no b e t te r  (n o t  a 
b i t )  than they should be ; present i o t  much b e t te r ;  future 
io ta  b e tte r  a t i i i .

O iiv e r  was e lec ted  on 4 June i M i .  A copy o f  the S ta tu tes  
wouid be sent him immediately, and prompt rea c t io n  fo iio w vd .

4 June he wrote to  Lodge:-

"The Secretary R .S . has sent me *  e o n  o f Habeas 
Corpus:- Y et one th in g  Mora

Before 
Thou p e r fec t Be 
Pay us th ree Poun'
Coma up to  Town 
And then admitted Be 
But L f you Mont 
Be P e iiow , tKen D on 't.



" !  d o n 't  o b je c t  to  the th ree  poun' f f 3 t ;  but the 
e x h ib it io n  c iau se  i s  q u ite  new t o  me. i t  i s  mode o s ine 
.,uo non o f  adm ission t o  fe llo w s h ip . Wow i t  is  one thing 
to  go  t o  the S o c ie ty  because you hove o  r ig h t  to  go , quo 
F o llo w , but q u ite  another th in g  to  be ordered to  attend 
to  bo adm itted as a  F s iio w , s is e  n u ii and v o id , is  i t  
s e r io u s , o r  s h a ii  I  i s t  i t  s i id e  and take no notice?

"The S ta tu tes  a re  amusing; and i  f a i t  in c lin ed  to  
'contom ptuousiy and contum aciously ' fs te tu te s . Chapter v j 
r e v i i e  the S o c ie ty  in  th e ir  own words.

" !  have boon s la v in g  away a t  my paper; expanded i t  to  
AS pages, and now !  see in  th e  S ta tu tes  !  may iose ay 
labour, i t  may not be p r in te d ."

Fart 1 o f  h is  paper "On O perators in  physica l Mathematics" 
was reco ivcd  by the Royal S o c ie ty  on iS  December, 1892, and 
was published in  V o i.  H I  o f  'p roceed in gs ' on 2 February 1893. 
P a rt ! i  was re c e iv e d  8 June, !893 and published on iS  June in  
V o i. H V . The speed a t  which Part i i  passed through the 
p r in t e r 's  hands was v e r y  rem arkable.

A Part i l l  was sen t t o  the Royai S o c ie ty , but the Society 
d ec iin ed  to  p r in t  i t .  i t  was ia t e r  returned t o  H eaviside, i t s  
r e je c t io n  was a  source o f  In tense annoyance to  him. Whether 
i t s  substance can  be traced  among the papers he i e f t  remains 
to  be seen .

The number o f  F e iiow s  e ie c te d  a t  any annual e le c t io n  is  
small compared w ith  the nsssber o f  Candidates, and thus 
fa i lu r e  t o  secure e le c t io n  must be the i o t  o f  the great 
m a jo r ity . The i i s t  o f  Candidates from  which IS Fsiiows were 
e ie c te d  in  June, i8 9 i ,  con ta ined  68 names. Heaviside was 
e le c te d  a t  th is  h is  f i r s t  and o n iy  ' g o ' ,  in  the i i s t  were 
S i Ivan us p . Thompson and Joseph Larmor. Lansor was e iected  
in  June. i8 9 i  a t  h is  second ' g o ' ;  Thompson wss e ie c ted  in  
June, i8 9 i ,  a t  h ie  th ird  go .
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No fu" bioyaphy of Okver Meawside 
has been pub&hed When that gap m 
teed  theee recoaecbons by O FC  
Semie w #  be an important source for 
tha deacrtpeon of Heewmde a "a y  of 
Me Meemmde endured . * * " * 2 7  
humour, the diacomforts of * J * a " * ' 
Md of vartoua degree# of poverty, he 
mad# himsef! e  prisoner in his men 
nouae. aeemg fewer end fewer vietors 

wea Ks lest ank with the ecad- 
wn*c world Although Searte was one of 
the few who understood pert at least of 
iteammdo a work, tha book is con­
cerned onfy with the person and not the 
work.

The menuecnpt of the book was 
completed In 1950. 25 yeers after 
weevimde a death. end then rememed 
impuMehed for 37 yeers more end a e  
no longer m its editors possession 
Inevitably ona asks whether the test is 
genuine Almost cenamly. yes; Searte s 
style Is inimitable, and ao la Heavistde'a 
M tha letters thsi are quoted But Seade 
told me m t050. et the Weevtaxte Cen­
tenary meetmga. that he had not been
slowed lossy eahehed wanted to;*td 
l  may be met the manuscnpt now 
pubsahed leafeo incomplete The edaor 
ofthebookieaamethenhemenuecnpi
wea not e  conanuoua whole, end that 
he pieced a m order end omated noth- 
^0  ascept dupacabone Tha ) accept, 
but!  wonder whether Seade. who was 
not a man to taave anything untidy, 
regarded tteeseaunftnished

It *  good lo find that Meevlaide could 
M aN *m  up by wmmg ̂ eang let-

Wf^aieesaaperatmqeMnJdioM 
eserted far

mea "mtence on We comamporanea 
K H ?  m  The book m of
vaereei lo  anyone who wshee lo 
? g ^ a ^ ^ N o a m ^ e  aaaude lo  he 
^u^wnporanea. and a  debaht to moae
-fioeverencounieredSeede

A C  LYNCH




